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Out and about 
with The GEM 

Seepage 14 


SIX NATIONS RUGBY: 


WALES STILL IN THE TITLE RACE 

BACK PAGE COMMENT - PAGE 44 


GEM FACEBOOK 
FEATURE 
See Page 19 




Residents in a Kenfig Hill sheltered housing complex have raised a 
record sum for Macmillan Cancer Support. (See full story on page 5.) 


Scarlets’ rugby player cleared 


AFTER retiring for four-and-a-half 
hours, a jury at Cardiff Crown Court 
unanimously cleared a Scarlets rugby 
player of allegations that he punched a 
man to the head, fracturing a cheekbone, 
during an incident in a Porthcawl 
nightclub, writes AJ SICLUNA. 


This Sunday 22nd 
February 
2015,11am - 4pm 

Welcome Bags Courtesy 
of Debenhams 


The Orangery , 

Mar gam 
Next Sunday 
1st March 2015 

11am -4pm 

Tree Admission • Tree Parking 


For details visit our website: 

www. eternitywithlove.co. uk 


Kyle Evans, 24, said he believed Jamie Smith was 
about to punch him and in self defence “palmed” 
him in the face with his hand, above which was his 
arm in a splint. 

Evans, of Beach Road, Pyle, was found not guilty 
of a charge of inflicting grievous bodily harm. 

Prosecutor Mike Hammett said Mr Smith and his 
then fiancee had gone to the Porthcawl Hotel and 
later went to Streets Nightclub to celebrate the 2014 
New Year. 

They were sitting down when a man stumbled 
into them, causing his drink to go over Mr Smith’s 
friend. 

Mr Smith spoke to the man and it was alleged that 
Evans went across to assist, lost his temper and 
struck him on the left cheek, fracturing it. 

Evans left the premises and a short time later was 
arrested. 

Detective Constable Hugh Lewis said that when 
he interviewed Evans, he said Mr Smith had been 
abusive and aggressive, and because he believed he 
was about to be struck, he “palmed” him in the face. 

He denied at any time striking him with a 
clenched fist. 


Children left 
in cold after 
callous gas 
meter theft 


CHILDREN attending 
Brownies, Cubs, Guides 
and a playgroup in Pen-y- 
Fai were left in the cold for 
a week in January, after 
thieves stole the gas meter 
from their Scout hall. 

Sometime between 11,30am on 
Saturday, January 10, and 8am on 
Monday, January 12, the gas meter 
at the Pen y Fai Scout and Guide 
Hall was stolen from the side of 
the property (outside), leaving the 
hall without heating and hot water. 

Andrew Thalayasingam, the 
treasurer of the hall, told The 
GEM: “The gas meter, together 
with a new gas box, had been 
removed by the thieves. 

“It was repaired on January 19, 
but over this period the hall was 
without heating and hot water. 

“The community playgroup 
(pre-school children), Beavers, 
Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, 
Rainbows and Brownies, all had 
to make the best of the situation by 
bringing their own heating, hot 


REPORT by 
PHILIP IRWIN 

water etc.” He continued: 
“Unfortunately, this additional 
cost has come at a very bad time, 
as we have been working hard to 
raise funds to buy new flooring for 
the hall, along with a new stage. 

“We have also had to undertake 
some plumbing repair and 
incurred additional water usage 
with an underground pipe leak at 
the hall. 

“The committee is very small 
and work tirelessly to get as much 
interest and support into funding 
the hall so that the local 
community and groups can use the 
premises and give the young 
members somewhere to go in 
safety. 

“We would like to thank 
everyone for their support and 
patience, and would especially 
like to thank CST Renewables for 
their prompt support in dealing 
with this situation and switching 
things back on. 


“No one can believe this theft 
has occurred in Pen-y-Fai, which 
is a very nice village with a good 
community feel”. 

He added: “It’s especially 
disgusting that this theft occurred 
at a hall which has very young 
children using it. 

“The playgroup uses the hall 
Monday to Friday during the day 
and Scouts, Explorers, Cubs, 
Beavers, Brownies and Rainbows 
use the hall in the evenings, as 
well as a local keep fit club. 

“On weekends, parties and 
various Scout and guiding 
activities take place and work has 
been done over the last year to 
refurbish the hall. 

“There is also additional work 
planned to update the hall. We 
have already re-boarded the walls 
to clear any asbestos and make it 
safe. For that project, the 
committee rallied together to 
decorate with paint supplied by a 
company at a discounted price.” 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 8) 
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It’s Time to 
Talk’ says 
Ogmore MP 



Ogmore MP Huw Irranca-Davies 
has signed up to a campaign to 
improve mental health services. 

HUW Irranca- 
Davies, MP for 
Ogmore, has signed 
the ‘Time to Talk’ 
pledge to battle the 
stigma and 
discrimination 
attached to mental 
health. 

The pledge was 
signed by a number of 
Labour MPs ahead of 
Time to Talk Day on 
February 5. On this day, 

MPs were encouraged to 
have a conversation with 
a constituent who has 
experience of dealing 
with mental health. 

The pledge was 
supported by the Time to 
Change programme and 
the Labour Campaign 
for Mental Health. 

Talking about the 
pledge, Huw Irranca- 
Davies said: “The ‘Time 
to Talk’ campaign is an 
excellent way of 


encouraging people to 
talk about mental health 
issues.’ 

“We all have mental 
health, and one in four 
of us will be affected by 
mental illness in any one 
year. 

Given that mental 
health is such an integral 
part of our lives, it is 
imperative that people 
feel able to speak out 
about their own 
experiences.” 

In Mr Irranca- 
Davies’s constituency, a 
group of local men have 
set up The Squirrel’s 
Nest, a wood workshop 
in Tondu for men who 
are facing mental health 
issues. 

The facility allows 
men to practice a 
creative skill as well as 
providing a social space 
where they can talk 
about their own 
experiences of mental 
health. 


Novelist to read 
in Porthcawl 


SUSTAINABLE 
Wales welcomes Jo 
Mazelis to its Green 
Room performance 
space, at 5, James 
Street, Porthcawl, 
8pm, Friday, 
February 27. 

Although she’s a very 
successful short story 
writer, Significance 
(Seren) is Jo Mazelis’s 
first novel. 

It deals with the life 
of Lucy Snow, who, 
seeking a new direction, 
moves to France. 

Or is she running 
away? - “ Lucy wants all 
of it gone ”. 


Significance follows 
the consequences of her 
decision. 

Jo Mazelis has been a 
graphic designer and 
photographer, as well as 
a writer, working on 
magazines in London. 

She lives and writes 
in her hometown, 
Swansea. 

Jo’s reading will be 
followed by questions, 
opportunities to purchase 
her books, and the 
popular Green Room 
open mic for others to 
perform their work. 

For more details, 
contact 01656 773627; 
entrance is £3. RM 


Lib-Dem advice 

WELSH Liberal Democrat AM for south Wales 
west, Peter Black, will hold an advice surgery 
tomorrow (Friday, February 20) in Maesteg 
Library from 2pm - 3pm. No appointment is 
necessary. 

Carnival theme 

THE Porthcawl Buckaneers ’ carnival theme will be 
‘Science Fiction’ on Saturday, July 18 and an open 
meeting will be held on March 17 at 7.30pm in the 
Hi Tide Inn to make plans. 

Anyone interested in assisting, entering a 
float/walker or putting up stall, can attend, or 
contact Kerry Marlow at marlowk@sky.com. 


Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, 
at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or email gemeditorial@tindlenew5.co.uk 
LETTERS AND E-MAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS 
AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER. 

IMPORTANT: We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 

An email address alone is not sufficient! 

We will (in certain circumstances )protect a writer’s identity, if requested. 


SPEAKING UP FOR 
THE WELSH NHS.... 


O N the evening of Monday, 

February 9, while practising 
some inadequate kitchen knife 
skills, I cut my hand. 

Although the cut appeared quite deep, I did not 
feel it severe enough to trouble staff at already 
overworked accident and emergency department at 
my local hospital in Morriston. I commenced to self 

‘No plans for deeply 
flawed cancer drugs 
fund’ - says Minister 


I WRITE in 
response to the 
article ‘Call for a 
cancer treatment 
fund’, published in 
your paper on 
February 5, 2015. 

In it, Suzy Davies 
AM refers to a recent 
opinion poll 
commissioned by BBC 
Wales which she claims 
shows 72 per cent of 
people support the 
introduction of a cancer 
drugs fund in Wales. 

As a Government, we 
have expressed serious 
concerns about the 
wording of the question, 
which I strongly believe 
your readers should be 
aware of. 

The question asked 
was: ‘In England, NHS 
money is ring-fenced for 
the cancer drugs fund. 

In Wales, funding for 
cancer drugs is treated 
in the same way as 
funding for drugs for all 
other illnesses. Do you 
believe money for cancer 
should be protected? ’ 

We strongly dispute 
the fairness of the way 
this question is worded. 

Firstly, it does not 
make clear that the 
cancer drugs fund ring¬ 
fencing in England is at 
the expense of funding 
for drugs for other 


conditions, or secondly 
that spending on cancer 
is already higher per 
head in Wales than in 
England. 

And since the 
question does not make 
clear that the cancer 
drugs fund in England 
only supports drugs 
which have not been 
clinically judged as cost- 
effective, means those 
being questioned do not 
have enough information 
to come to a balanced 
judgement on this issue. 

Simply asking 
whether ‘money for 
cancer should be 
protected’ is a gross 
oversimplification of the 
issue. 

We have no plans to 
introduce a cancer drugs 
fund in Wales. It is a 
deepy-flawed policy and 
even England is now 
removing many of the 
treatments currently 
available through their 
fund due to rising costs. 

The Welsh 

Government is proud of 
its record on cancer 
treatment and patient 
access to clinically- 
proven drugs. We do not 
have to rely on badly- 
worded opinion polls to 
make our case. 

Vaughan Gething AM, 
Deputy Minister for 
Health 


treat the wound with some plasters and a bandage. 

In any event, by the morning of Wednesday, 
February 11, it was evident that the cut was a little 
more unpleasant than I had first thought. 

I work in the Bridgend area and decided after all 
of my best intentions to attend the accident and 
emergency department at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital. 

It was my first visit to the hospital in any 
capacity and as I entered the waiting room, I could 
see that there were several people already in 
attendance. 

At the reception area, the female receptionist 
dealt with me in a very polite and friendly manner, 
obtaining my details and asking me to take a seat. 

A very short time later, my name was called by a 
nurse, who I subsequently found to be Nurse 
Practitioner Buddug Roberts. 

I was taken to a treatment area where my poorly 
dressed wound was dealt with. The nurse was very 
kind and empathetic towards me, treating me with 
good humour, even though in the grand scale of 
things my wound was relatively minor in 
comparison to what I assume is dealt with on a 
daily basis. 

In the true spirit of the National Health service, 
she gave me the impression that at that moment in 
time treating me was her highest priority. 

I was dealt with from start to finish in less than 
40 minutes - it took me longer to park the car. 

All too often patients are ready to complain 
about poor service. In order to help balance the 
books I felt, on leaving the hospital, that as I had 
experienced the best that the NHS has to offer, I 
needed to report on my positive experience. 

While my injury is relatively minor, I felt it was 
important to point out the excellent care which I 
was afforded by the staff, in particular Nurse 
Practitioner Buddug Roberts, who are a credit to 
the hospital, as well as the NHS as a whole. 

Phil Jones, Swansea. 

Mayor thanks a 
Good Samaritan 

I HAVE been asked by the Mayor of 
Maesteg Town Council (Coun Philip W 
Jenkins) to request you to publish his 
sincere thanks to the lady who remained at 
the scene of the accident on the M4 on 
Saturday, January 24, which involved several 
vehicles, including a coach full of residents 
from the Maesteg area. 

Fortunately, no-one was seriously hurt, and 
Coun Jenkins is grateful to this lady for the 
support and kindness she showed to those 
involved. 

Joan Fielding, 

Maesteg Town Council. 


Local planning applications 


Greggs PLC - Unit 2, New 
Road Court, Porthcawl - 
Illuminated fascia and hanging 
signs and non illuminated 
laminated cards; New shopfront 
and air conditioning units. 

Mr David Rogers - Castle 
Street (former nightclub), 
Maesteg - Six fascia signs. 

The Tree Surgeons Limited - 47 
High Street, Laleston - Fell 
Ash tree and replace with 
suitable tree(s). 

Joanna Washbourne-Davies - 55 
Priory Avenue, Bridgend - 

Proposed granny annexe to side 
of dwelling. 


Persimmon Homes West Wales 
Plots 51-54, Cilgant y Lein 
(land at Ty Draw Farm), 
North Cornelly - Substitution 
of house types on plots 51-54 
(P/12/796/FUL). 

Mr Gareth Evans - Land 
adjacent 16A Danycoed, 
Blackmill - Proposed 
construction of two bedroom 
dormer bungalow; resubmission 
of P/14/687/FUL. 

Ford Motor Company - Ford 
Engine Plant, Waterton 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend - 
Non-material amendment to 
approval P/13/930/FUL. 


HD Limited - Cae Court, 12 
Merthyr Mawr Road, 
Bridgend - Proposed extension 
to provide additional kitchen 
prep and store area. 

Mrs Rhian Richards - 9 
Highland Close, Sarn - Rear 
dormer to provide two bedrooms 
and one ensuite bathroom. 

Mr Mark Cooke - 2 Maesteg 
Road, Tondu - Two storey rear 
extension. 

RS Properties - 39 Oxford 
Street, Pontycymmer - Change 
of use of shop to dwelling 
incorporating new front 
elevation. 


fee •book 


Why Wales 
truly is the 
land of song 


NEWS FROM NEWTON WI 


THE February 
meeting was chaired 
by the deputy 
president Jan 
Mosley when all 
relative business 
was discussed and 
minutes approved. 

The speaker this 
month was Dean Powell, 
who gave us a very 
interesting talk on 
‘Treorchy and the Land 
of Song’. How music 
has helped the Welsh to 
project themselves 
through choirs (choral 
and male voice), soloists, 
and instrumental (harp 
and brass bands). 

Music galvanised 
communities, especially 
in the mining areas, 
giving people a way of 
expressing themselves 
after long dark days 
underground. 


Music is still, of course, 
an important part of 
Welsh culture. 

Members thanked the 
committee for the 
delicious buffet provided 
at the Christmas party, 
and also said how much 
they all enjoyed the 
entertainment (ukulele 
band). 

Thanks also to Shirley 
for organising the 
splendid ‘pantomime’ 
trip to Cardiff. 

Members are all 
looking forward to the 
Federation lunch and 
fashion show in April. 

A warm welcome was 
extended to new 
members. We hope they 
will enjoy their time with 
us. 

For more information, 
please telephone Pearl 
Mason on 01656 772657. 

M Freeman 


When a million 
pounds went 
up in smoke. 1 


AT the February 
meeting of Sker WI 
the speaker, Mr 
Derrick Warren, 
gave a talk on ‘The 
day I burned a 
million pounds’. 

He had worked at 
Battersea Power Station 
which opened in 1938 — 
there were nine furnaces 
about 30ft square in the 
building. 

He recalled that 
during the war, Germany 
printed counterfeit 
English money which 
the Allies confiscated, 
and it was destroyed at 


Battersea. The power 
station closed in 1983 
and became a protected 
building. 

The craft group meet 
every Wednesday 
afternoon, with a variety 
of crafts being pursued. 

The next meeting of 
the branch will be on 
Thursday, March 12 at 
7pm in St David’s 
Church Hall, Nottage, 
with a talk by Mrs Ceri 
Joseph on ‘Porthcawl 
during the War’. 

Anyone wishing to join 
us is very welcome. 

Ann Vipond 


www.fecebook.com/GlamorganGEMwww.twitter.com/gem_news 
E-Mail contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk • gemsales@fmdlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 
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HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 26) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

19 Thur 

06.31 

10.5 

18.58 

10.4 

20 Fri 

07.18 

10.8 

19.42 

10.6 

21 Sat 

07.59 

10.9 

20.22 

10.7 

22 Sun 

08.47 

10.7 

21.04 

10.4 

23 Mon 

09.28 

10.2 

21.47 

9.9 

24 Tues 

10.10 

9.6 

22.31 

9.2 

25 Wed 

10.57 

9.0 

23.21 

8.5 

26 Thur 

11.53 

8.2 




While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


We abide by the code of practice upheld by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO). This contains 
provisions for issues such as accuracy. 

If you have a complaint, write to us at the address 
below, left, or call editorial manager Don John on 
01446 774484. All complaints will be fully 
investigated. If you are not satisfied with the 
outcome, you may wish to contact IPSO do 
Halton House, 20-23 High Holborn, London 
EC IN 2JD. Website: www.ipso.co.uk. Tel: 0300 
123 2220. E-Mail: complaints@ipso.co.uk. 
Enquiries: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
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Two years’jail for 
Maesteg man who 
attacked woman 


A MAN who attacked a woman 
with whom he had had a “casual 
relationship” for two weeks, has 
been jailed for two years at 
Cardiff Crown Court. 

Gary George, 34, of Caerau Road, 
Maesteg, had admitted wounding Stevie 
Jones. 

Judge David Hale told him, “You were 
drinking together and for some reason, you 
lost your temper and caused her substantial 
injury. 

“It was a repeated attack, you even put 
your hands around her throat. I give you 
credit for your guilty plea at the first 
opportunity.” 


CARDIFF CROWN 
COURT REPORT by 
AJ SICLUNA 


Prosecutor John Lloyd said that on 
December 23, the pair were drinking 
together at his flat when, for no reason, he 
carried out an attack upon her. 

“She blacked out, and when she came 
to, he was still punching her, and said he 
was going to kill her.” 

She ran into a neighbour’s house for 
help and shortly before she did, George 
kicked her twice. 

Miss Jones suffered cuts and bruises. 

When arrested and interviewed, George 


said: “No comment.” 

He was said to have previous 
convictions for domestic assault, escaping 
from custody, and causing damage. 

His counsel, Stuart McLeese, said: “He 
has not spent all his life offering violence 
to women. In the past, he trained as a 
chef.” 

He conceded that there were “troubling 
aspects” to the offence. 

Mr McLeese added: “He is sorry for 
what happened to this lady. By his plea, he 
has prevented her coming to court and 
reliving the incident.” 

The judge made a restraining order 
preventing George contacting the victim 
for life. 


Murder, music and 
mayhem... as the 
youth theatre tells 
the story of Dr Jekyll 



Secrets of the 
garden shed! 


“WHAT does she do 
in the shed”? was 
the intriguing title 
of a talk at Pencoed 
WI and the speaker 
Pat Johnson had 
our full attention 
before she even 
began to speak. 

She was very 
interesting and funny 
and gave us food for 
thought. I have a shed 
and I wasn’t the only 
person thinking about 
changing its use from 
storing old garden tools 
and the recycling boxes 
into something more 
ambitious! 


Four of our members 
took part in the 
federation whist drive 
and they didn’t disgrace 
themselves. 

Our darts team are all 
looking forward to the 
competition on 
February 18 and 
members are also joining 
in the federation’s 
guided tour of Bristol. 

For further 
information about 
Pencoed WI, call Val on 
01656 862181, or Pat on 
01656 860289. 

(Oh, and what did 
she do in the shed? I’ll 
tell you next time!) 

PP 


LEFT: 

The Bridgend Youth 
Theatre’s 

production of Jekyll 
and Hyde - The 
Musical opened last 
night (Wednesday) 
at the Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl. 
Pictured during 
rehearsals is Tom 
Elliot (right) who 
plays Jekyll, 
despatching one of 
Hyde’s many 
victims, played by 
Tom Coster. 

There are two 
performances today 
(Thursday) at 
2.30pm and 7.30pm, 
and two more 
tomorrow, Friday, 
at 2.30pm and 
7.30pm. 

The GEM 
dropped in to 
rehearsals and saw 
that the cast were 
well on their way to 
producing another 
show that lives up 
to the Bridgend 
Youth Theatre’s 
extremely high 
standards! 


‘Join us for 
tea!’ elderly 
people urged 


MONTHLY get- 
togethers run by 
the Contact the 
Elderly charity are 
in danger of 
closing, due to lack 
of numbers. 

Monthly tea parties 
are held for small 
groups of older people, 
aged 75 and above, who 
live alone and welcome 
company on a Sunday 
afternoon. 

“Each guest is 
collected from their 
home by a volunteer 
driver and taken to a 
volunteer host’s home, 
where they meet with a 
small group for tea, chat 
and friendship. 

The group is 
welcomed by a different 
host each month, but the 
drivers remain the 
same,” explained 
Contact the Elderly’s 
Wales Development 
Officer, Sian Llewellyn. 

“For older people 
who live alone, Sundays 
can be particularly long 
and difficult. 

“These tea parties 
give people a chance to 
get together with others, 
make new friends, eat 
delicious cakes and 
enjoy a cup of tea. 

“The monthly events 
make a real difference 
to the lives of those in 
the group and we would 
encourage anyone 
interested in coming 
along, or those who 
know of people to 
whom it might appeal, 


to get in touch.” 

Bridgend residents, 
aged 75 and above, who 
live alone and are 
interested in joining the 
Bridgend Contact the 
Elderly group can 
contact Sian Llewellyn 
on 01597 822351, or 
email 

sian .llewellyn@ contact- 
the-elderly. org.uk 


Floral extravaganza 

COYCHURCH and containers to house the 
Pencoed WI members fabulous, colourful 
travelled together to varied flowers and 
the Aberavon Hotel, greenery to create the 
Port Talbot recently, fantastic arrangements, 
to enjoy the first All the arrangements 
organised centenary were raffled and a 
event in Glamorgan. delighted Elaine 

After lunch, members of Coychurch 

enioyed an extravaganza , T7T r . . . 

s J b . , WI won the first prize; a 

of arrangements created . . r 

by Daphne Fumeas by ma § niflcent 
using items from the arrangement comprising 
decades, such as an °f gerberas, tulips, 
enamel bowl and jug, a Michaelmas daisies, fern 
tray and recycled and trailing ivy. 


Tory challenge 
to council over 
taxi licensing 


REGIONAL AM 
Suzy Davies is to 
challenge Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council (BCBC) 
about the way it 
runs taxi licensing in 
the area. 

Mrs Davies, who was 
accompanied by 

Bridgend parliamentary 
Conservative candidate 
Meirion Jenkins, met Paul 
Pride who is a taxi driver 
campaigning on behalf of 
taxi operators in the 
borough. 



ABOVE: Suzy Davies, 
Meirion Jenkins and Paul Pride. 


£46 so Mr Pride and his MOT station. 

They are complaining fellow drivers should be “It would be more 
that BCBC is the only given a satisfactory convenient for taxi 

council in Wales that explanation. owners if they could take 

demands three “Does the council need the car to their nearest 

inspections a year for extra business to improve testing station instead of 

vehicles which are more the viability of its motor having to trek to the 

than five years old. workshops where the council’s depot at 

Mrs Davies said “We tests are conducted?” Waterton. 
have been in touch with Suzy Davies is also “Are taxi drivers 

every council in Wales, asking for details of the effectively being forced 
Bridgend is on its own in running costs of BCBC’s to subsidise the cost of the 
demanding tests every motor workshops and of council repairing its own 
four months for cars aged the other work carried out vehicles at its own 
five years and over. there. workshop? Doesn’t the 

“Other councils either “I’m not clear why council have a conflict of 

have annual or six BCBC insists on an in- interest here?” 

monthly tests for such house testing service for Mrs Davies has 

vehicles. It’s only when taxis. If the government- submitted a series of 
the cars get to eight or ten inspected MOT testing Freedom of information 
years old that other stations are good enough requests to the council 
councils start demanding for every other car in the asking how much it costs 
extra checks. country, why does the to run the council’s repair 

“I fully accept council not think they are depot, how much income 
arguments about ensuring good enough for taxis in it gets from taxi operators 
vehicle safety,but why Bridgend? Ten of the 22 and which other vehicles 
does BCBC insist on this councils in Wales allow are maintained and tested 
extra test? Each test costs taxi owners to use an there. 


Buying or 
Selling 
Your 

Property? 

Compare our 
Conveyancing Fees 

NO HIDDEN 
CHARGES 


Hi 


ghly 

UK’sE 


Commended 

Best Law Firm 
Award 2014 


Paying rent 
but your 
landlord is not 
maintaining 
your property? 

We can obtain 
compensation 
for you! 


NO WIN 
NOFEE! 



Q: Will it cost me money if I lose? 
A: No 

Q: How much could I receive? 

A: All claims are different, 
the average claim is £10,500 


Contact us for a direct quote 


Modem 


A local firm, offering 
a national service. 


Call on (01446)700693 or visit our office: 106 Broad 

Street, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 7AJ 

www.newboldsolicitors.com 


<I> 


NewboldSolicitors 

Barry | Blackwood | Cwmbran | Neath 
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NEW TAX POWERS WILL HELP 
MEET HOUSING NEEDS... 


L AST week, I 
tabled my 
supplementa 
ry Budget for this 
financial year for 
scrutiny and 
debate on March 
10 in the Senedd; it 
accounts for 
changes that have 
been made to the 
Budget over the 
past year to meet 
priority areas and 
respond to 
pressures, such as 
in housing and 
health needs. 

On the day I 
published the Budget, I 
announced an additional 
£5.8 million for social 
housing, which I 
allocated from our 


reserves to the delivery 
of affordable homes 
across Wales. 

This includes funding 
for every local authority 
area in Wales, including 
£183,220 for the Vale of 
Glamorgan. In my 
statement 
accompanying this 
announcement, I said 
that investing in 
housing is a key part of 
our Wales infrastructure 
investment plan and 
will make a real 
difference to the lives of 
people across Wales, 
whilst also acting as an 
economic stimulus 
supporting growth and 
jobs. 

On March 12,1 look 
forward to welcoming 
Lesley Griffiths AM, 
Minister for 
Communities and 


North Cornelly 
Post Office 
is on the move 

NORTH CORNELLY Post Office is on 
the move to a nearby site in a new modern 
open-plan branch with longer opening 
hours for customers, following a 
successful public consultation. 

The new branch will be located a short distance 
from its current site at 4, Hall Drive, North Cornelly. 
The new service is being moved to 61, Heol Fach, 
North Cornelly, Bridgend. 

Post Office regional network manager, Simon 
Drinkwater, said: “We understand how important 
having access to high quality Post Office service is 
to residents in North Cornelly and we are confident 
that this new modern branch will meet the needs of 
the local community and secure services for the 
future.” 


INSTALL 


' 


All sizes available. 

Delivered & Collected. 

Waste collection MINI 

service. 

Free surveys and 
estimates. 

Labour hire MIDI 

to load your skip. 

Grab hire & Plant hire. 

95% of our waste 

is recycled. MAXI 

Council/highway 
permits arranged. 

We will not be beaten on 
ANY written quotation for v . ...vi 
the Barry area XL MAXI 


Waste Carrier Number 
CB/LE5004GH 


Email: installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 

Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 


Tackling Poverty, to the 
opening of the new 
social housing 
development on 
Thompson Street, with 
financial support from 
the Welsh Government. 

Investing in housing 
is a key priority of the 
Welsh Government, so 
this latest 

announcement adds to 
the £5 million I 
approved in the autumn 
to support Home 
Improvement Loans. 

Despite the 
significant financial 
constraints placed on 
our budgets, we will 
have invested an 
additional £10.8 million 
in housing from our 
reserves in 2014-15. 

The Welsh 
Government has an 
ambitious target of 
building 10,000 
affordable homes by 
May 2016 and we have 
already delivered almost 
7,000 homes in this 
Assembly term. 

We have also 
invested in the popular 
Help to Buy - Wales 
scheme, which helps 
first time buyers get a 


GUEST 

COLUMN 



by 

Jane Hutt 

AM (Minister 
for Finance) 


foot on the property 
ladder and we have 
supported local 
authorities with the 
Houses into Homes 
programme -bringing 
empty properties back 
into use as homes. 

Lesley Griffiths AM 
also introduced the new 
Renting Homes (Wales) 
Bill last week, 
reminding us that one in 
three people now live in 
a rented home. 

In her introduction to 
the Bill, she said it 
would result in much 
greater clarity and 


consistency in the rights 
and responsibilities of 
those who rent their 
homes, whether as a 
tenant or licensee, as 
well as the rights and 
responsibilities of 
landlords. 

An important feature 
of this Bill is the help it 
will give to victims of 
domestic violence, 
targeting the 
perpetrators for 
evictions. The Bill also 
makes it possible for 
young people to rent, 
enhances succession 
rights and establishes a 
legal framework for 
supported housing. 

Last week, I also 
launched the 
consultation for the new 
land transaction tax for 
Wales - the first Welsh 
tax for over 800 years. 

In April 2018, the 
Stamp Duty Land Tax 
will be fully devolved 
to Wales and the income 
from this tax will be 
collected in Wales and 
will be the 
responsibility of the 
Welsh Government. 

We are consulting on 
a replacement tax for 


Wales which affects 
people as home buyers 
and sellers, as builders 
and as businesses 
renting premises. 

Already devolved to 
Scotland and with a 
major reform 
announced in the 
autumn statement by the 
UK Government, this 
tax will now be our 
responsibility. 

We can help shape 
the new tax through this 
consultation with 
Assembly Members, 
passing this legislation 
in due course. 

When I announced 
my principles for Welsh 
taxes, I made it clear 
that it is important to 
develop taxes which are 
fair to people and 
businesses and which 
support growth and jobs 
and help tackle poverty 
and support 
communities. 

With new powers 
come new 

responsibilities - but 
the people of Wales can 
play their part in 
helping us to meet their 
needs. 


Lest We forget - ‘The 
Arsenal 9 at Bridgend 

Are YOU in the picture? 



THE Royal Ordnance Factory at 
Bridgend - affectionately known as 
‘The Arsenal’ - was situated on the site 
now occupied by the Bridgend 
Trading Estate. Unless you know 
where to look for it, there is very little 
evidence left now to show that ‘The 
Arsenal’ ever existed. 

The photographs were taken on October 
20, 1943, at the bus terminal outside the 
present South Wales Police Headquarters 
Building. The buses, dream photographs 
for transport buffs, show Western Welsh 
AEC and Leyland half-cabs, as well AEC 
Grey Utility Double Deckers. They were 
there to transport workers back and fore 
between their homes or hostels and ‘The 
Arsenal’. 

Look out for more information and 
photographs of ‘The Arsenal’ in next 
week’s GEM. 

Are you in the picture above? If so, 

contact Keith E Morgan, GEM photo- 
journalist, on 01656 788150, or e-mail 
keithmorgan@ talktalk.net 




Wick girls are 
running for 
local charity 


TWO pupils from 
Wick and Marcross 
Church in Wales 
Primary School are 
on the run for a 
popular local 

charity. 

Amelia Powell (8) 
and Shanna Bell (7) both 
from Wick, have decided 
they would like to help 
children who are unwell 
and need respite care by 
raising money for them. 

They have registered 
for a sponsored 5K run, 
along with their mums, in 
the annual Rainbow Run 
at Porthcawl on Saturday, 
April 18. All proceeds 


will go to Ty Hafan 
Children’s Hospice. 

Amelia and Shanna 
have to raise at least £70 
each to take part and their 
target has had a healthy 
boost already by a 
generous donation of £25 
from Filco Foods. 

As they are both keen 
bakers, they will be 
running a stall offering 
cakes for a small 
donation at St Illtud’s 
Church in Llantwit 
Major after the 
Mothering Sunday 
Service on March 15. The 
girls look forward to 
seeing you there! DP 


COMPETITION 

WINNERS 

ANNOUNCED 


BRIDGEND Writers’ 
Circle open short story 
competition attracted 
44 entries, almost half 
of those from the 
Bridgend area, and the 
rest mainly from south 
Wales and England. 

The standard was high 
and a shortlist of eight 
stories was drawn up. 
The final judgement 
rested on local poet and 
musician Rhian Edwards 
(Clueless Dogs , Wales 
Book of the Year 2013). 
RESULTS 

‘Georges’ Bridge’, by 
Jennifer Rainbow 

(Bridgend): 1st prize (a 
writing course at Ty 
Newydd worth £500, 
donated by Literature 
Wales). 

‘Dulce et Decorum 
Est’, by Joanne Derrick 
(Rugby): 2nd prize (a 
Silver Friends 

Membership of Chapter 


Arts Centre and a set of 
signed new Mabinogion 
stories donated by Seren, 
our Bridgend publisher. 

‘Crossing the Divide’, 
by Elizabeth Mahoney 
(Bridgend): 3rd prize (a 
Silver Friends 

Membership and An 
Evening at Chapter Arts 
Centre). 

We thank our sponsors 
and also Lynne Jones of 
Artful Yoga in Maesteg 
for making this 
competition possible. 

The three stories can 
be read on our website 
and will be included in 
the group’s 40 th 
anniversary anthology. 

Congratulations to the 
winners and well done to 
all the participants who 
worked hard to send 
their stories. 

JANINE ENOS 
(Open competition 
co-ordinator) 
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Sheltered housing 
staff and tenants 
raise £2,455 for 
Macmillan cause 


MACMILLAN 
Cancer Support has 
said thank you to 
staff and tenants at 
Llys Cynffig 

sheltered housing in 
Pyle. 

The group of 
dedicated charity 

fundraisers worked 
tirelessly to raise a record 
£2,455.41 - and Nicola 
Newhams, fundraising 
manager at Macmillan, 
said: “It never ceases to 
amaze and inspire me 
just how much time and 
commitment our 

supporters give to 
Macmillan. 

“Our aim is to support 
everyone affected by 
cancer, and with 
supporters like the staff 
and tenants at Llys 
Cynffig we will achieve 
our goal.” 

Gaynor Powell, from 
Llys Cynffig explained: 
“Our complex is quite 
small, with just 30 flats; 
the majority of which are 
single, retired people on 
pensions - so it takes a 
lot of effort to raise this 



amount of money, which 
everyone donates so 
freely. 

“We select a different 
charity each year and 
2014 was our most 
successful year to date. I 


personally feel very 
proud to be a part of this 
small community who, 
no matter how hard 
things are for themselves, 
always think of others 
less fortunate”. 


Climate change talk 


THE Bridgend MP Madeleine 
Moon has invited Joan Walley 
MP, chair of the all-party 
parliamentary group on 
climate change and chair of 
environmental audit 

committee, to give a talk and a 
Q&A session in Bridgend. 

“This is an opportunity to discuss 
issues such as climate change, 
sustainable transport and alternative 


energy. Also the work of the 
environmental audit committee, which 
looks at the policies of all government 
departments and how they contribute 
to environmental protection,” said Mrs 
Moon. 

It will be taking place on: February 
26 at Carnegie House, Wyndham 
Street, Bridgend from 7pm to 9pm. 
Contact moonm@parliament.uk; entry 
is free but donations requested for 
Bridgend Foodbank. 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don't n»pl*ct> th* jud th#» Pj»ni*i! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Warn (he latest energy saving glass? 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing. 


c 2 


,we make saving money perfectly dear 


Call Freephone 0800 61 21 118 
www.clotidy2clear.com 


CHOOSE 

FAIRTRADE 

PRODUCTS 


MEMBERS of the 
Bridgend Fairtrade 
Partnership are 
urging the county to 
choose “products 
that change lives” 
between February 
23 and March 8. 

Organising caffeine- 
fuelled events from 
coffee mornings to 
afternoon teas, school 
competitions, taste-ins, 
the Partnership are 
celebrating Bridgend 
borough’s status as a 
Fairtrade county and 
highlighting the reasons 
why, whilst encouraging 
shoppers to switch. 

“We want people to be 
aware of the real benefits 
that Fairtrade offers its 
producers”, commented 
Bridgend Fairtrade 
Partnership chairperson, 
Margaret Minhinnick. 
“Not only do they gain a 
fair and regular price for 
their product, but the 
Fairtrade Premium also 
helps create co¬ 
operatives that invest in 
what they know is best 
for their communities, 
whether that be business 
development, creating 
access to safe running 
water or funding 
educational 
programmes.” 

Sustainable Wales will 
be hosting a pop-up 
retro-themed Coffee Bar 
in the Green Room 
(above SUSSED, behind 
the Bandstand) between 
11am and 4pm every day 
over the fortnight, as part 
of its own cafe culture 
celebration. 

Freshly made 70s- 
style cakes and snacks 
using fairly traded 


products and ethically- 
produced refreshments 
will be on sale. 

SUSSED plans to 
support those local 
schools requesting a stall 
of fairtrade goodies, 
show the brand new 
Fairtrade Film. It will 
offer fairtrade samples 
and tasters and expect to 
run a fundraising raffle 
for customers. 

Schools are joining in 
the poetry, writing and 
poster competitions. 
Bridgend United Church 
has also organised an 
awareness-raising Coffee 
Morning on February 28. 

Following the huge 
success of last year’s 
event, Trinity Church, 
Porthcawl, will be 
joining in the Fairtrade 
fun with a ‘Vintage Tea’ 
event on March 7 from 
2pm to 4pm. Twenties- 
style waitresses will be 
serving Fairtrade tea and 
cake to the sounds of the 
‘Scott McNicholas 
Experience’ for just £2 
per person. 

“The theme for this 
year’s Fairtrade 

Fortnight is ‘The Power 
of You’, and the 
Bridgend Partnership are 
hoping to raise 
awareness of the real 
difference swapping to 
Fairtrade goods can 
make to farmers’ 
livelihoods. 

“Whether 
changing 
commodities 
coffee, sugar, cocoa, 
chocolate or bananas or 
investing in ethical 
clothing, every purchase 
matters, the power is in 
your purse,” added Mrs 
Minhinnick. 


it s 

everyday 
like tea, 


AM hits out at 
treatment delays 

A REGIONAL Conservative AM hit out 
at delays in treatment for more than 4,300 
patients, saying it was “unacceptable” 
that they had been waiting more than 36 
weeks for the start of treatment, after 
being referred by their GP. 

Suzy Davies stated: “Under Welsh Government 
targets, nobody is supposed to wait that long. Having 
to wait nine months to begin treatment for many 
debilitating and painful conditions is wearing and 
depressing for anyone. 

“I have asked Paul Roberts, chief executive of the 
Abertawe Bro Morgannwg Health board which 
covers Bridgend and part of the Vale, to give an 
analysis of which departments and specialities are 
worst affected by delays and then to remedy that by 
immediate action.” 

The regional AM for south Wales West went on: 
“ABMu is the second worst board in Wales for 
having such long delays and it’s not good enough. 
There are a further 7,538 people - or almost a 10th 
of the total - waiting 26 to 36 weeks when 95 per 
cent of patients should be treated within 26 weeks.” 


Porthcawl U3A 
explores canals 
of Venezia... 


VENICE, once 
described in the 
New York Times as 
‘undoubtedly the 
most beautiful city 
built by man’, was 
also one of the 
richest cities in the 
world and now has 
World Heritage 
Site status. 

It attracts 20 million 
visitors a year and 
Porthcawl U3A 
members experienced a 
memorable visit, with 
the help of guest 
speaker and U3A 
member Geoff 
Henderson. 

His detailed talk to 
around 100 members at 
the Hi Tide was 
complemented by a 
library of colourful 
pictures showing iconic 
features such as the 
Grand Canal, Rialto 
Bridge, Doge’s Palace, 
St Mark’s Square and 
Basilica. 

He also told the little 
known story of the 
enormous Campanile or 
Bell Tower which at 
320 feet high is a touch 
higher than Big Ben; it 
collapsed in 1902 and 
amazingly killed only 
the caretaker’s cat. 

Today’s new 
campanile was 
inaugurated on April 25, 
1912, exactly 1,000 
years after the 
foundations of the 


original watch tower 
were said to have been 
laid. 

The $10 billion 
MOSE project (Modulo 
Sperimentale 
Elettromeccanico) is a 
complex lagoon 
entrance barrier with 78 
enormous hollow 
seabed pontoons, which 
when high tides are 
predicted will surface to 


protect the city from the 
sea. 

It should become 
operational in 2016 and 
I am happy to report 
that no U3A members 
got wet on their 
Venetian tour. I invite 
anyone interested in 
such USA activities to 
contact me on 01656 
783491! 

GARY VICTOR 


MP SAYS: 

“I want to tell 
you a story...” 


PARENTS and 
children filled the 
school hall at 
Bryntirion Infants 
last Friday morning 
to listen to Bridgend 
MP Madeleine 
Moon tell the story 
of The Scarecrow’s 
Wedding, written by 
Julia Donaldson. 

She also encouraged 
the children to take part 
as characters from the 
book in a short play. 

The MP reported: “It 
is always a fun way to 

start the day with 

children. After my 

reading of The 

Scarecrow’s Wedding, we 
all left the main hall and 
trooped into the staff 


room to quickly rehearse 
our parts and find some 
props for the children; 
straw hats, flowers, 
buckets and bells. 

“We returned to act 
out our parts, to great 
admiration from the 
teachers and parents after 
our quick 10-minute 
rehearsal. 

“It was also an activity 
morning at the school for 
the parents and children 
who set about creating 
Chinese dragons, 

lanterns and fans to 
celebrate Chinese New 
Year on February 19. 

“With coffee and 
biscuits, the school was 
alive with chatter and 
laughter, a good way to 
end the term.” 


■S' N HSIawyer 

YOUR LOCAL MEDICAL 
NEGLIGENCE EXPERTS 

Call Now 01446 791811 

Misdiagnosis, birth injuries, cerebral palsy, 
missed fractures, wrong treatment. 

No win - no fee, fully qualified solicitors. 
Free Claim Evaluation. 

Tel: 01446 791811 

E-Mail: info@NHSIawyer.co.uk 
www.NHSIawyer.co.uk 

NHSIawyer is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
(SRA number 569027) 


r 


Scott Wroe 

Hearing Centre £ 
Tel. 02920 707760 

1 Station Approach 
Penarth 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF64 3EE 

(Free parking opposite the Centre) 


Your Local Hearing Centre 



► The highest levels of service and 
aftercare 

► Hearing Tests 

► Independant Advice 

► 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

► The world’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak & Oticon 

► Repairs and accessories to all 
makes and models 

► Home visits available 
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RECORD DONATIONS AT PORTHCAWL’S 
BUCKANEERS’ PRESENTATION EVENING 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E -Mail: ffotoimage @tiscali.co. uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage.co. uk 

V___/ 


PORTHCAWL Buckaneers, the organisers 
of Porthcawl Carnival and Christmas 
Morning Swim held their presentation 
evening on February 13, where a record 
amount of £22,000 was donated to 25 
charities and organisations. 

The Swim’s two main beneficiaries, Sandville Self 
Help Group and Ty Hafan, each received just over 
£4,000, presented to them by Porthcawl Mayor, Coun 
Sean Aspey. 

Buckaneers Kerry Marlow and Jeff Tombs 
presented cheques to Porthcawl Sea Cadets, the 
Porthcawl Mayor’s Charity Fund, Porthcawl 
Parkinson’s Support Group, Porthcawl Community 
Orchestra, Trinity Care Club, Porthcawl Kidney 
Research, Porthcawl Rock Club, Porthcawl Y Centre, 
St John Ambulance, Bridgend Talking Books, 
Porthcawl Fire Service, Ty Elis Counselling, 
Porthcawl RNLI, Kenfig Hill RFC - Junior Section, 
The Wallich Homeless Charity, Heol y Goedwig 
Allotment Society, Porthcawl RFC - Junior Section, 
Samaritans, Porthcawl and Pyle Pumas Amateur 
Boxing Club, Porthcawl Museum and Historical 
Society, Porthcawl Town Athletic FC, Porthcawl 
Coastguard Unit and Porthcawl Stroke Club 

The Buckaneers’ Dave King MBE said: “There 
was tremendous goodwill demonstrated among our 
guests. They each commit many hours for the benefit 
of our community and we were delighted to give them 
some financial help.” 

Dave went on to thank Porthcawl Ukulele Band for 
providing excellent entertainment following the 
presentation. (See more photographs on page 9) 





Ian Cole (centre) from 
Porthcawl Coastguard, 
with Jeff Tombs and 
Kerry Marlow. 


Jean Schofield and 
Angela Townsend from 
Porthcawl Kidney Research, 
with Jeff Tombs. 


Mary Emment-Lewis and Jill Sweet from the 
Mayor’s charity fund receive their cheque. 


Raul Arrieta 
from Porthcawl 
Rock Club. 


There was an award for ‘unsung 
heroes’ who work behind the scenes, 
presented by Lindsay Morgan (left). 


The St John 
Ambulance received 
a donation. 




Matt Bowden (left) 
from Porthcawl 
Town Athletic AFC. 
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LOCAL ENTREPRENEURS SHOW OFF 
THEIR WARES AT PENCOED MARKET 




f Yeuloeo 
CRRF' 

SttAU 

Market 1 

Vte * L 

+ ^fooAyi 


tj/tampan 'Cr 

Restaurant & Takeaway 

Award-winning Indian 
sub-continental cuisine 

MOTHERS DAY 

MARCH 15TH £9-95 

BOOKINGS NOW 
BEING TAKEN 

Tel 01446 771682 
01446 774590 

70 East Gate, Cowbridge, 

CF71 7AB 

2014 Tiffin Cup Finalist 
Certificate of Excellence 




THE Pencoed Miners’ Welfare Hall was busy last Saturday (February 14) 
when Pretty Bows hosted a free local crafts and small business market. 

It is hoped to be the first of many, and gave a wide range of crafters and 
small businesses the chance to show off their goods - and there were plenty of 
members of the public, browsing around the stalls to see what was on offer.. 

There were refreshments, demonstrations and activities, free gifts for the 
kids, and two special guests, the Mayor of Pencoed, Coun John Butcher and 
Huw Irranca-Davies, MP for Ogmore, went along to open the event! 


Ogmore MP Huw Irranca-Davies 
opened the craft fair. 


Photos by MANDY THOMAS 

(Available for purchase, 

telephone 07541 982794) 

www.mandythomasphotography.com 


ZERO JOINING FEE 
PLUS YOUR FIRST 
MONTH FREE* 

If your New Year's resolution is to get fitter, lose 
weight and live healthier, then this offer is for you! 


• 20m pool 

• C«tdl9#MCjlir Pfm 

• Rvntint* svm 

• K«n0»o Jimp* ftc* *1 « 9 «i 

• K» i«r Dilue Studo 

• rrw* gym 


• BoBy Fu*np • C<f 

Dodf Combit, Body Attack • j u -ior ml vr.tn 

• Ft r+KK ttoauu *nt> • larpcit »| 


AO* rlMM< w+K 

• VHIil*lpi>9 bath 

• room 

• OAtNt' 


• Waist larpatt ipa* 

• Oar and rtitiu'A-t 

• Catlutvt mtmtMr 
da count* throughout 
the R*ial 


JOIN WALES' PREMIER HEALTH A RACQUETS CLUB TODAY! 


Telephone: 


YUa Mrvil. H00U9 Kl4, MefHOf. rtf C ► M IV 


2 FORI 

Mt-mms 


MAIN COURSE & POPPADOM 

5-8pm 
DINE IN 
& TAKEAWAY 

‘TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY* 


SUNDAY 

BANQUET 


5 COURSES: £8.50 

(Excludes Mothers Day) 

Midday-11pm 


Rotary’s 

Valentine 

dinner 

THE Rotary Club of 
Bridgend Valentine’s 
dinner was held at the 
Bridgend College 
Seasons Restaurant 
on Thursday, 
February 12. 

Many thanks should 
go to restaurant manager 
Anthony C Trumper, 
head chef Neil Hughes, 
and all the students who 
prepared the food and 
the waiting staff who 
courteously provided an 
excellent service. 

Rotarian President for 
2014-15, Sue Cassidy, 
thanked college staff for 
this special evening, and 
Rotary members for the 
continued support of the 
student career- 
developing event. 

RH 
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Townsfolk get an offer 
they couldn’t refuse! 



THE Saint Valentine’s Day 
Massacre took place 
again - this time in 
Porthcawl - when 
members of Porthcawl 
Lions club dressed up in 


gangster style, and went 
around the town ‘holding 
up’ innocent residents out 
enjoying themselves. 

Happily the ‘victims’ willingly 
paid up, and all donations will go 


to the British Heart Foundation. 
The club would like to say thank 
you to all the businesses that 
allowed their premises to be 
raided and to all those who 
donated to this good cause. 

JOHN COSSON 


Four arrested 
after drugs raid 

FOUR people have been arrested after 
officers raided two properties, one in 
Ogmore Vale and the other in Tondu, and 
discovered quantities of cannabis, cocaine 
and mephedrone. 

The three men and one woman were arrested on 
suspicion of possession with intent to supply drugs. 

The four arrested are on bail until April 3 pending 
further enquiries. 


Gas meter stolen 
from Scout hall 
in Pen-y-Fai 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Andrew added: “Brushes and rollers were 
supplied free of charge by a local Harris sales 
representative.” 

The group hopes that anyone with information 
about the theft will contact the police. Anyone 
wishing to help with the costs incurred as a result of 
the theft should email andrewthal@aol.com or 
telephone 01656 727081. 
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C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 

Servicing 
from £80 




WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 

Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel 
Boiler Installations. 
Please take advantage 
of our Free Survey 



Worcester Bosch Group Guarantee 


LPG 

Bottle Gas 
available 

(Flo Gas 
Stockist) 




AGA& 

RAYBURN 

Installation, 

Service 

and 

Breakdown 

For all 
your Tool & 
Plant Hire 


PLAN AHEAD FOR YOUR HEATING SERVICE. 

Visit our warehouse for all your plumbing, 
heating and drainage supplies 

For stores and gas phone 01446 772292 
For main office and general enquiries call 01446 772444 
or freephone 0800 8491254 


Visit our website: www.csboxall.co.uk 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 

Laleston WI 

THE February 

meeting was opened by 
the president Margaret 
Aylen, who requested a 
few moments of silent 
reflection in fond 
memory of Phyllis 
Chapman, who had 
recently passed away 
at the grand age of 106 
years. 

The secretary 

Margaret Williams then 

NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS , 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 

1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 

TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 

A 
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read out forthcoming 
highlights from the 
Glamorgan Federation 
letter, which included the 
annual council meeting 
at the Princess Royal 
Theatre, Port Talbot on 
May 6 with guest speaker 
John Craven. The 
Federation of Wales is 
holding a gala concert on 
September 18 in St 

David’s Hall, Cardiff, 
starring Rhys Meirion 
and Catrin Finch, 
followed by the 

conference on September 
19. 

The evening 

proceeded with a lively 
Beetle Drive, which 
enabled our three new 
members to chat with 
everyone. Overall joint 

winners were Pat 

Gulwell and Joan Rule, 
with the prize for lowest 
score going to Val Lock. 

Members were 

reminded of the luncheon 
club at Poco Poco and 
Book Club at Bridgend 
Library. 

At our next meeting on 
March 5 at 7.15pm in the 
Blandy Hall (Laleston 
Gardening Club), High 
Street, the guest speaker 
is Mr Steve Gorwell, a 
former traffic police 
officer. Guests and 
visitors warmly 

welcomed. 

For further 

information, call 

Margaret on 01656 
660384 or Diane on 
01656 656600. 

Gardening 

club 

LALESTON 
Gardening Club invites 
members of the public 
to listen to a talk by 
Kevin Thomas, who 
will be recounting his 
experiences when 
propagating plants 
from seeds and 
cuttings, on March 9 at 
7.30pm in the Grade 2 
listed ‘Cliff’ Cottage, 
High Street, located 
adjacent to Laleston 
parish church. 

The club has a thriving 
ladies section, which 
meets on the first and 
third Tuesdays in the 
month in the same venue 
at 7.30pm; new members 
welcome. 

On March 3, the 
section will enjoy a talk 
on handicrafts made in 
Zambia by Deana Owen. 

Hospital 

celebrates 

TO commemorate the 
centenary of the 
opening of Maesteg 
Community Hospital, 
the Maesteg League of 
Friends is organising a 


concert at Maesteg 
Town Hall on Friday, 
February 27. 

It is being held to fund 
a special plaque to 
commemorate local 
miners who paid a small 
amount out of their 
wages every week, and 
this enabled the hospital 
to be built 100 years ago. 

Music will be 
provided by the RAF St 
Athan Voluntary Band 
and Noteworthy mixed 
voice choir, conducted by 
Ryan Wood, with Rhian 
Jenkins (accompanist). 

The compere will be 
BBC presenter Beverley 
Humphreys and there is a 
guest soprano Charlotte 
Ellett. 

Tickets are £7 and can 
be obtained from Lynda 
on 01656 735988. 

Saint’s 

concerts 

COR Merched Cwm 
Llynfi (Llynfi Valley 
Ladies Choir) will 
celebrate St David’s 
day with Cor Meibion 
Maesteg a’r Cylch with 
an informal concert at 
the Celtic Club in 
Garth on Sunday, 
March 1 at 7pm. 

Entry is £3 payable at 
the door, or tickets can be 
purchased on 01656 
733581. 

It is a special day for 
all Welsh people, so 
Croeso i Bawb! Please 
come and support these 
two local choirs. 

Ogmore Vale 
choir 

OGMORE Vale Male 
Voice Choir is 
continuing to rehearse a 
new repertoire to use in 
its St David’s Day 
concert on March 1 at 
7pm in Canolfan 
Bethlehem Centre, 
Commercial Street, 
Ogmore Vale. 

The audience is 
provided with a bowl of 
cawl, Welsh cakes and 
Bara Brith inclusive in 
the cost of admission, £5. 

wrs 

anniversary 

MYNYDD Cynffig 
Women’s Institute 
president Marjorie 
Goode welcomed 
members to the meeting 
on February 10, when 
they celebrated the 65th 
anniversary with a 
meal at the The Talbot 
Centre, Kenfig Hill. 

After the meal, the 
secretary Enid Rymer 
read out details of 
forthcoming events and 
competitions. 

The new WI banner 


presented by Enid, was 
declared a success. It was 
made by Enid with help 
from Marjorie and will 
be dedicated at a later 
date. 

Cynthia Harris was 
presented with the 

competition cup for most 
points won during the 
last year, by the 

president. 

A bouquet of flowers 
was presented to 

Margaret Jones, whose 
birthday is later this 
month; she is 90 years 
young and a credit to the 
branch. 

The next meeting is on 
March 10 at 2.30pm at 
The Talbot Centre. The 
guest speaker will be Pat 
Johnson, with the topic 
‘What happens in my 
shed?’ 

Tynyrheol 

Primary 

School 

CLASS three at the 
school had a recent 
visitor, Deana Owen, 
from the local charity 
‘Friends of Monze’, 
who gave a talk on the 
living conditions of the 
many orphaned and 
disabled children who 
live in Zambia and are 
assisted by the charity. 


The class were shown 
pictures of huts the 
children lived in, 
constructed with bricks 
formed from clay 
collected from the local 
river banks, with straw 
roofs. The huts have no 
electricity supplies, and 
meals are cooked on fires 
outside the hut. 

The school building 
these children were 
taught in was constructed 
with clay bricks and the 
roof was zinc sheets, and 
consisted of one room. 

Education in Zambia 
is not compulsory and the 
children have to provide 
their own books and 
writing materials. The 
pupils in class 3 were 
fascinated when they 
were told that the 
children at the school in 
Monze numbered 

approximately 400 pupils 
every day, and were 
taught in three shifts. 

Because of the 
weather conditions, the 
huts these disadvantaged 
children live in have to 
be rebuilt every four 
years. 

At present, the charity 
is rebuilding the school 
and hopes to have solar 
panels on the roof which 
can be used for lighting. 


Read your GEM 
online - visit 
bridgend-today.co .uk 


Kayti’s rugby 
club evening 
raises £2,400 


by GEM REPORTER 


A special evening I particularly want to 
for Kayti Spargo at thank Cath Blockley and 


Llantwit Major 
Rugby Club on 
Saturday night, 
February 14, was a 
huge success and 
raised £2,452.05. 


my mother Diane Spargo 
for organising the 
evening - in fact 
everyone who helped. It 
was a brilliant night. 

“I want to thank the 
WRU, Jehu Construction 


Kayti, who now lives f or donating the use of a 
in England, grew up in ii m0 usine and a holiday, 
and Farmers Pantry for 
giving all the food for the 


Llantwit and 
undergoing specialist 
treatment in America. u u f r , 

The 16-year-old was barbecue free of charge. 

diagnosed with , W ? were a , ble *° S W 

‘rhabdomyosarcoma’ a for the weekend and 
enjoy the Wales match 
against Scotland. I and 
my son Dan drove back 


form of cancer, 
commonly known as 
RMS, and has had 


‘proton beam therapy’ home on the Monday.” 
and chemotherapy. Nick said he wanted to 

Her mum Lynda has thank everyone who had 
accompanied her on the got involved in 


trip to America. 


fundraising - some local 


Kayti’s dad Nick, who people are also planning 
is well known in t0 take part in the St 
Llantwit attended the David>s Coastal 

event at the rugby club Marathon and the Cardiff 


and was thrilled to meet 
everybody. 

“We got there at 7pm 
and stayed until 
midnight. I was able to Donations 
tell people about Kayti 


10k to help Kayti. 

Kayti is due home 
from America next week. 

to support 
Kayti can be made by 


‘The response of the credit or debit card by 
people of Llantwit was going to: 

amazing. It was heaving, https://kaytispargo.com. 
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RECORD DONATIONS AT PORTHCAWL’S 
BUCKANEERS’ PRESENTATION EVENING 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E -Mail: ffotoimage @tiscali.co. uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
L www.ffotoimage.co.uk J 

(Continued from page 6). 



Kerry Marlow with 
Jack Bridger of 
Porthcawl Community 
Orchestra. 


Rebecca Chick oj 
Ty Hafan receives 
a cheque from 
Coun Sean Aspey. 




Swim veteran 
Chris Hughes 
received a framed 
photo for his 
50th swim. 



Saulat Abassi (right) received a cheque on behalf 
of the Heol y Goedwig Allotment Society. 



The Porthcawl Ukelele band played at the presentation evening. 



Jeff Tombs and Kerry Marlow with representatives 
of Porthcawl Sea Cadets 



ABOVE: At the Christmas swim, Mike and Norah Clarke 
dress each year as Father and Mother Christmas. Gareth 
Owens (right) presented them with a framed photograph. 



Jackie Graham and colleagues collected a cheque 
on behalf of Trinity Care Club. 




Phoenix’s Mel picks 
up first W elsh cap! 

by PHILIP IRWIN 


MELISSA CLAY from 
Llantwit Major is the area’s 
latest rugby international - 
and she has a 100 per cent 
record after the Welsh 
women’s rugby team started 
the season with a win over 
England, followed by a second 
victory last weekend in 
Scotland. 

Her sister, Steph Young, told The 
GEM that all her family were proud of 
her, and that they were thrilled that her 
dedication to the sport had taken her 
this far. 

Although she was born in 
Plymouth, 25-year-old Mel, as family 
and friends call her, has lived in 
Llantwit Major since she was six, and 
went to Llantwit Comprehensive 
School, where she began her love 
affair with rugby. 

Steph said: “As a teen she had a 
taster of rugby training with the Vale 
girls’ team in Barry. Mel had a brief 
encounter with Llantwit Major RLC’s 
ladies team but unfortunately it wasn’t 
long until the team disbanded. 

“Mel then got herself a weekend job 
so she didn’t play for a few years but 
got talked into giving it another go by 
a friend Lisa Jordan (a previous 
Llantwit Major Player) at Barry 
Ravens, then Barry Sea View”. 

Mel was asked by other teams to 
play for them when she didn’t have 
fixtures, taking every opportunity 
offered to play with stronger teams to 
continue to improve her game. She 
captained the side Sea View in their 
most successful seasons until 
eventually moving to Pencoed 
Phoenix, where her confidence in her 
ability grew. 

She is full of praise for the Phoenix 
set up, and says the “fantastic support” 
she had from the Phoenix players and 
coaches helped her gain more 
confidence and develop her game. 

She caught the eye of the Wales 
manager Ben Rose at an open training 
session for the Ospreys, and he asked 
her to attend the WRU’s Talent ID Day 
last September. Mel soon had a phone 



Melissa Clay (left) celebrating 
Wales’ win over England 
with Robyn Wilkins. 

(Photograph by Julie 
Hancock). 

call and was asked to train with the 
Welsh squad. 

She was even drafted into the 
Wales’ Sevens training squad - a 
format she has never played! She was 
selected to go to Prance with the 
Sevens and also made the cut to 
compete in their main focus 
competition, the Dubai Sevens, where 
they won the Plate final. 

By now, Mel had also made the 
squad for the Ospreys. Unfortunately, 
she picked up an injury when she was 
in Dubai and only played in the last 
game for the Ospreys against Dragons 
but had a superb game, even scoring a 
cheeky try. 

Mel’s biggest achievement came 
when she got the news that she has 
made the Six Nations squad. She has 
been picked as a flanker, a completely 
new position for her as she has 
previously played in the backs. 

Her hard work and dedication to 
improve, saw her on the bench for the 
Six Nations opener against England, 
where she won her first cap coming 
on as a replacement in the second half, 
and was part of the team that beat the 
England ladies for only the second 
time in the team’s history. 

Against Scotland, she also came on 
as a substitute. 

Sister Steph said: “Her family and 
friends are so proud. Her dedication to 
rugby has been unfaltering for years 
and it has now paid off with the 
honour of playing for her country”. 
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Bethlehem gala 
concert proves 
an extra special 
charity occasion 


WHEN every ticket 
is sold, it usually 
leads to something 
special and 
Saturday’s charity 
concert at 
Bethlehem Church, 
Cefn Cribwr was 
exactly that. 

Bridgend Male Choir 
had invited the 
Rhondda’s Parc & Dare 
Brass Band to share the 
concert and it turned out 
to be an inspired choice. 

The choir started with 
a Welsh selection, 
which included a 
rousing performance of 
John Guard’s ‘Men of 
Harlech’ and moved 
into an opera and 
European selection, 
which included Verdi’s 
‘Bandit’s Chorus’ and 
Kurt Lisman’s ‘Aus De 
Traube’. 

Under musical 
director, Andrew Jones, 
the band entertained 
with Andrea Lewis’s 
flugel horn solo from 
‘Over the Rainbow’ and 
the uplifting 
Shostakovich’ March 
from ‘Suite for Variety 
Orchestra No 1 ’. The 
band completed three 
more items, and the first 
half drew to a close 
with the choir and band 
coming together to 
perform ‘Llanfair’. 

Compere Gareth 
Davies explained the 
connection between 
choir and band, with the 
choir’s musical director, 
Rhiannon Williams- 
Hale and chorister 
husband Terry also 
being members of the 
band. 

The choir continued 
with mixed items 


E-Liquid 

ALL FLAVOURS 
10x10ml min. order 
£25 inc. UK delivery. 

email me at: 
flavour25680 
@sky.com 


including ‘Bui Doi’ 
from Miss Saigon, 
featuring tenor soloist, 
Paul Carter. 

Parc & Dare also 
entertained with 
aplomb. Gareth 
Maidment’s euphonium 
solo by Welsh 
composer, Karl Jenkins, 
‘Benedictus’ from The 
Armed Man was worth 
the entrance money 
alone, as was Jerry 
Herman’s popular 
‘Hello Dolly’, when the 
musicians sang along, 
as well as playing one 
verse. 

The Armstrong & 
Snodlaigh ‘Gwerzy’ 
arranged by Brendan 
Breslin, was fantastic, 
building to a musical 
crescendo, followed by 
another treat. 

Many had never seen 
the very large and 
complex marimba (a 
xylophone type 
instrument) which was 
played by teenagers, 
Alex Maxted and 
Nathaniel Alcolado in 
their rendition of Evelyn 
Glennie’s ‘Little 
Prayer’. A standing 
ovation followed before 
the band and choir 
closed proceedings with 
the ever popular 
‘Gwahoddiad’. 

Compere, Gareth 
Davies, had earlier 
acknowledged the work 
of chorister, Tom James, 
a Cornelly resident and 
choir president, Paul 
Porter in pulling this 
concert together. Paul, a 
Prostate Cymru 
ambassador, expressed 
his delight with the 
evening’s fundraising. 

Choristers wish the 
band every success at 
the Welsh Open Brass 
Band competition in 
Porthcawl next 
weekend. 

DAVID T BURT 


London Labour 
pledges to hand 
over fracking 
powers to Welsh 
Government 


THE Welsh 

Government’s 
moratorium on 
fracking could only 
last a few months - 
were Labour to win 
the May general 
election . 

In a statement issued 
Monday (February 16) 
Labour said that - if 
elected - it will devolve 
powers to Wales that 
will enable the Welsh 
Government to make 
any decisions on 
fracking. 

The statement said: 
“Licencing powers 
relating to the extraction 
and exploitation of 
onshore shale gas will be 
devolved following a 
Labour victory in May, 
giving the people of 
Wales full power over 
fracking. 

“In the meantime, 
Planning Minister Carl 
Sargeant will put an 
immediate moratorium 
on fracking in Wales”. 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
said: “I welcome 

Labour’s fracking 
pledge; the devolution of 
licensing powers to 
Wales will give us more 


AM’s 

surgery 

VALE AM Jane Hutt 
will be holding a 
surgery on Saturday, 
February 21 at 
Cowbridge Town 
Hall, 10am - 11am. 
No appointments are 
necessary. 

For further 

information please 
contact Camilla Beaven 
on 02920 898469 or 
Camilla.beaven@ wales. 
gov.uk. 


HD Computer Solutions 




Computer & Laptop Repairs 

Virus Removal • Data Recovery 
Internet & Email Solutions 
Networking 


Call 01446 333330 


Thinking of upgrading? We can help! Call us for advice. 
Fast, reliable local service covering Cowbridge, Llantwit 
Major, Barry, Penarth and Bridgend. 

We come to you, home or office. 


No fix No fee 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


control on this important 
issue and a moratorium 
addresses the continuing 
uncertainties 
surrounding the 

controversial fracking 
process.” 

The Conservative 
Leader and regional AM, 
Andrew RT Davies, 
welcomed the decision 
to impose a moratorium 
on fracking. 

However, he said that 
the move should be 
coupled with a 
community right to ‘opt¬ 
in’ where fracking was 
welcomed, but stressed 
the need to ensure that 
local residents’ views 
were paramount in any 
discussions on shale gas 
extraction, or ‘fracking’. 

He noted that three 
sites in the Vale already 
have planning 

permission for test 
drilling, but these will be 
subject to the 
moratorium. 

Mr Davies said: “For 
some time, I have been 
calling on the Welsh 
Government to bring 
forward robust guidance 
for local authorities on 
fracking and the 
decision to introduce a 


moratorium is a sensible 
one. 

“It is clear that shale 
gas exploitation has a 
contribution to make to a 
long-term economic 
plan for Wales’ energy 
generation, but until its 
impact on our 
environment and homes 
is properly assessed, we 
need a moratorium. 

“I have met with 
community groups 
opposed to fracking in 
the Vale on numerous 
occasions and clearly 
they will be delighted 
with this announcement. 

“The views of the 
local people likely to 
benefit from fracking, or 
who will be affected by 
fracking, must be 
paramount and that’s 
why I believe that 
communities should 
have a say, including a 
right to ‘opt-in’ where 
schemes are welcomed 
by residents.” 

A spokesman for Mr 
Davies added that the 
Conservative Leader 
favoured devolving 
powers relating to 
fracking to Wales, and 
that discussions with 
Westminster on the 
matter were “ongoing”. 


How to ‘upcycle’ 
old and tired 
items of furniture 


1HE 


T N i c h o 1 a s 

Women’s 
Institute February 
meeting in St 
Nicholas Church 
hall opened with an 
introduction to 
chalk painting 
techniques. 

Jan Williams had 
brought along two small 


St for an outing in June and 


another in August and a 
visit to a restaurant in 
Barry to celebrate the WI 
centenary. 

Plans are also in hand 
for a vintage tea party in 
July to raise funds for 
charity, with members 
raiding old trunks and 
wardrobes for fashion 
ideas. 

The meeting on March 
5 will celebrate our 


bedside cupboards to Welsh Heritage, 
demonstrate what could W LAVE 

be achieved - one which 
she had painted earlier 
and the other to show 
how easily she had 
created such an attractive 
piece of furniture. 

Jan explained that this 
type of paint was an ideal 
way to upcycle old and 
tired wooden items and 
give them a new lease of 
life. 

Sanding or stripping 
was rarely necessary and 
the paint was suitable for 
use on other surfaces, 
too. Members were full 
of ideas for their own 
kitchen chairs, chests and 
cupboards. 

After refreshments, 
president Fran Mitchell 
noted news in the 
federation letter. 

Agreement was reached 



Local solicitors promote the Free Will Writing Service with 
Marie Curie Nurses Sue Sullivan and Mags Cawthorn and 
Phae Comber-Jones, Marie Curie Legacy Advisor. 

Marie Curie 
promotes free 
Will writing offer 

MARIE CURIE 
has joined forces 
with solicitor firms 
in the Vale of 
Glamorgan and 
Cardiff to offer a 
free Will writing 
scheme to people 
aged 55 years and 
over. 

Representatives from 
Griffiths Ings Property 
Lawyers, Leo Abse and 
Cohen Solicitors, Lucas 
Law Solicitors, 

Passmores Solicitors and 
Wendy Hopkins Family 
Law Practice visited the 
Marie Curie Cardiff & 
the Vale Hospice in 
Penarth earlier this 
month as part of a 
partnership to offer the 
Marie Curie free Will 
writing scheme. 

The initiative, which 
runs until Thursday, 

April 30, offers people 
the opportunity to make 
or amend a basic Will, 
with the option to 
include a gift to support 
Marie Curie’s work in 
the future. Gifts in Wills 
fund the equivalent of 
one in two Marie Curie 
nurses, supporting their 
work across Wales and 
in the Cardiff & The 
Vale Hospice. 

Among those to have 





Geoff Mortimer has decided to leave a gift 
for Marie Curie in his Will. His late wife, 
Jenny, was also a supporter of the charity. 


AM launches 
Daffodil Appeal 


VALE AM Jane 
Hutt sponsored the 
launch of Marie 
Curie’s Great 
Daffodil Appeal on 
February 11 in the 


gives me immense pride 
to wear my daffodil and 
support the charity’s 
2015 Great Daffodil 
Appeal. I hope people 
across Wales will donate 
and wear a daffodil and 


Senedd in Cardiff help Marie Curie 
Bay, see article on continue to make a real 
page 17. difference to people 

The Great Daffodil ) ivin £ with a terminal 
Appeal, Marie Curie’s illness in Wales.” 
flagship fundraising To find out how you 
drive, encourages people can get involved in the 
to donate to the appeal Great Daffodil Appeal 
and wear an iconic visit 
daffodil during February www.mariecurie.org.uk/d 
and March. affodil or call 0845 601 

Jane Hutt said: “It 3107. 


already taken advantage 
of the Marie Curie free 
Will writing scheme is 
long-time supporter 
Geoff Mortimer of 
Llantwit Major. 

Choosing to leave a 
gift to Marie Curie in his 
Will was an easy 
decision for Geoff, 
whose late wife Jenny 
was a prolific fundraiser 
for Marie Curie before 
losing her battle with 
cancer in 2009. Geoff 
has since taken over the 
fundraising mantle, 
becoming one of Wales’ 
most dedicated 
volunteers. 

Explaining his 
decision to leave a gift 
to Marie Curie in his 
Will, Geoff explained: 
“It’s something that you 
can do without it 
affecting your finances 
immediately. I can leave 
a goodly sum to Marie 
Curie in my Will, but I 
couldn’t donate that 
money now because my 
assets are tied up in my 
house. I can be generous 
and know it won’t affect 
my family in the future. 
My children know about 
it and are fully in favour 
of it. 

“Only last week I 
managed to convince 
one of my friends to sign 


up to the free Will 
service, and I would 
encourage others to do 
the same.” 

Phae Comber-Jones, 
legacy advisor for Marie 
Curie, said: “Using our 
free Will writing service 
will ensure you can get a 
basic Will written by a 
solicitor and guarantee 
that your family, friends 
and others benefit 
exactly as you wish. 

“Although there is, of 
course, no obligation to 
do so, leaving a gift to 
Marie Curie in your Will 
can help ensure that our 
nurses can continue to 
provide free care and 
support to people with a 
terminal illness, and 
their families, in Wales.” 

For more information 
about the Free Will 
Writing Scheme or to 
leam more about this 
special way of 
remembering the charity, 
please contact Legacy 
Advisor, Phae Comber- 
Jones. Email: 
phae.comber- 
jones@mariecurie .org .uk 
or telephone: 02920 
426045 or 07545 
422683. 

For more information 
about Marie Curie’s 
services please visit 
www.mariecurie.org.uk. 
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To celebrate our 1,000,000th window installation 

we have rolled back our prices to 1999! 


C2S WALES 


CLEARLY BETTER ON 
PfTCX AND QUALITY 


PART OF THE G2S GROUP 


SAVE ££££s FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY! 




600 x 1100mm 900 x 1100mm 1200 x 1200mm 




I , 




1800 x 1200mm 




2400 x 1200mm 



Visit our showroom: Unit 1, York Park, Chepstow Rd, Bridgend Ind. Estate Bridgend CF31 3TB 
Open 6 days a week. 


COLOLfUD BM UPM 

coNrosrrt ocxHts frontdoors rack doors 


moiD DOOCS 


mnoDOots 


HUNCH OOOtS 




TELEPHONE: 


£999b £699 j£599 £1,89? £899 ^ u £999 


0800 322 322 


View our full product range at 

www.g2swales.co.uk 
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Bee patient and get 
ready for a challenge! 

t • a ~ wt: 11 ^ ^ 


NOT much sign of 
external bee activity 
just yet, but this is 
due to the low 
temperatures we 
are experiencing. 

Spring is beginning to 
reveal itself and some 
blossoms are available to 
the bees. The days are 
decidedly longer now 
and given warmer days 
(at least 10°c) the 
colonies will respond and 
a new season will be 
under way. 

There have been days 
when external bee 
activity was observed, 
but this was the bees 
taking cleansing flights— 
i.e. voiding their bowels; 
the bees can retain their 
body waste for a 
considerable time and 
keeping the hive clean is 
something they strive to 
do. 

No doubt some 
colonies will not have 
made it through the 
winter. Varroa mites 
could well be one cause, 
another is the internal 
parasite Nosema, and this 
will weaken a colony and 
bring about its demise. 

Starvation is yet 
another element that can 
bring a colony down. 

Preparing a colony of 
bees for the winter 
requires input from the 
beekeeper. Sufficient 
stores are a must and you 


have to provide 
supplementary food, if 
on one of your 
inspections your 

experience tells you that 
the colony is not 
sufficient to meet the 
winter ahead. 

The summer of 2014 
was a good one for all 
insects. Fonmon bees 
gathered in plenty of 
nectar and pollen, so very 
little feeding has had to 


be done. 

Bees settling down for 
the winter will not have 
the busy life their sisters 
had, who being active 
every day were lucky to 
live for about six weeks. 

Our winter bees, by 
contrast, should survive 
for five months or more. 

So, the beekeeper has 
done her/his best to 
prepare the colonies - 
will we get a good 


spring? Will we get a 
good summer? Will all 
the colonies have 
survived? As ever, we 
have to be optimistic and 
be patient. Plenty of 
challenges await any 
newcomer to the craft of 
beekeeping, but it is a 
worthwhile activity and 
the bees need all the help 
we can give them. 

HAROLD 

WILLIAMS. 


Is anyone looking to 
share a life of Riley? 


STAFF at Dogs 
Trust Bridgend 
were hoping that 
Valentine’s Day 
would bring a 
lifelong female 
companion for 11- 
year-old Riley, who 
is on the hunt for a 
family home which 
he can share with a 
gentle female dog. 

Riley the Jack Russell 
Terrier is quite the ladies’ 
man and has been pulling 
on the heartstrings of a 
number of female 
canines at the rehoming 
centre, but has so far 
failed to meet that perfect 
person to take him home. 

He’s not a fan of male 
dogs and is always 
kennelled with female 


dogs. Sadly for him, he 
has seen all his lady 
friends find loving 
homes as he patiently 
waits for a happy new 
home of his own. . 

Riley is best suited to 
a quiet home with 
children over 14 years of 
age and he’s looking for a 
family who can continue 
with his training and 
understand his needs. He 
also needs a loving 
female canine 


companion who can keep 
him on his toes and 
become a lifelong 
partner. 

“Riley is a super sweet 
boy, who really needs a 
kind female dog he can 
settle into family life 
with. He needs a loving 
family who will 
understand his needs and 
support his blossoming 
friendship.” 

Call our Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre on 
0300 303 0292. We are 
open every day between 
12pm-4pm, apart from 
Wednesdays, or visit the 
centre at Court Colman, 
Pen-Y-Fai, Bridgend, 
Mid Glamorgan, CF31 
4NG. Linda Feagan, 
Dogs Trust Bridgend 
Supporter Relations 
Officer. 


Let our expert team look after your Land Rover 

at a fraction of main dealer costs! 
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We have 30 years experience in the Land Rover range: 

• We can collect vehicle if required. • Courtesy car available 

• Fixed price service • Computer diagnostic 

• Repairs/Brakes/Suspension etc • Mot’s • Power upgrades 

Call Ian on 02920 890567 

Llwynmilwas Workshop. Groes Faen, Llantrisant CF72 8NS. 

www.promeclandrover.co.uk 


NEWS FROM THE FONMON APIARY 


PROMEC 

LANDROVER 

lnd«p padoait 

liAdmvrr KprflilUt 


Independent Land Rover and 4x4 Specialist 


Do you have a Land Rover Defender/Evoque 
Freelander/Discovery/Range Rover/Sport 
and fed up with main dealer prices? 


give your kitchen a 
aaical transformati< 


magical transformation 
* ...with replacement * t 
kitchen doors & worktops. 


Laminate, Solid Wood or Painted Doors available, all made to measure 

Most jobs completed in a dqy • No need to empty cupboards 
Fitted within 7 days of order • Looks as good as new * 

OUR MAGICAL FITTING SERVICE IS NOW FREE 

WO MESS • LESS GOST • WO FUSS 
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free 

parking 
at THE 
EVENT 


regaltravel.co.uk ¥ @RegalTvl f RegalTravel.SouthWales #holidaymarket 
cardiff-airport.com ¥ @Cardiff_Airport f CardiffAirport 


Buy any two 
hot drinks and 
get two free 
Welsh cakes* 
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THE CARDIFF AIRPORT 
AND REGAL TRAVEL 

HOLIDAY 

MARKET 

CardiffAirport, Sunday 22nd Feb, 11am - 3pm 

Discover the 900+ destinations available from your local airport! 
Come along to the Holiday Market for travel inspiration 
advice and to book your next adve 


m 
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°*»*h 


Cardiff airport 

I maes awyr Cc 
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THOUSAND YEARS OF 
TEACHING CELEBRATED 


THE national press issued 
lengthy tributes to Steve 
Strange last week, after the 
former Visage frontman died 
of a heart attack, at the age of 
55. 

The Guardian, in fact, devoted 
two full plages to his life and 
influence on the music and fashion 
scene, although Steve, real name 
Steven John Harrington, had lived 
quietly in Porthcawl for many years. 

Stag Marks has chronicled the 
local music scene in the Porthcawl 
area for many years and knew 
Steve. He paid the following tribute 
to a larger-than-life character who 
burned brightly in the 1980s music 
and fashion scene. 

THE pop world has lost one of its 
most iconic characters, 

Porthcawl’s Steve Strange, who 
has passed away aged 55. 

His career started in the late 70s 
and took off when he opened The 
Blitz Club in Soho, London, with 
DJ Rusty Egan, where he started a 
dress culture which became known 
as the New Romantic Movement. 

It kick-started bands like Duran 


Duran, Boy George, Spandau 
Ballet, Adam Ant and more. 

Steve would act as doorman 
and, famously, once turned away 
Mick Jagger because he was not 
trendy enough. 

Steve’s band, Visage, had a 
worldwide hit with ‘Fade to Grey’ 
and featured Midge Ure, while 
David Bowie asked Steve to appear 
on his ‘Ashes to Ashes’ video. 

I first met Steve in the late 90s 
with my own band Secret Army at 
a gig. 

He came on my radio show, as 
at the time he was trying hard to 
make a comeback, and even 
recorded one of my songs. 

It was great to see him back in 
the limelight over the last few 
years, on breakfast TV, touring 
and bringing out a new Visage 
album, which makes it all the 
more sad that he’s gone. 

I’ll miss his “strange” phone 
calls at odd times, telling me his 
plans, and seeing him around. My 
thoughts go to his family, but his 
music and fashion trends will live 
on! 


www.tHcpl3Kcfbrtyxnesltd.co.uk » 


RECENTLY, 50 ex-staff of St Cyres School Penarth were passed through the 
invited to tour the new school building by headteacher Dr school, Dr Hicks said. 
Jonathan Hicks. 


Homeowners 
are warned: 

beware burglars! 


A SPIKE in 
burglaries in the 
Vale and Bridgend 
areas has prompted 
police to warn 
home-owners to be 
vigilant against 
opportunistic 
burglars. 

Detectives believe the suspicious activity 
break-ins have mainly police immediately.” 
taken place during the Anyone with 

day and into the evening, information on 

with the burglars forcing burglaries is urged to 
entry though a rear door report it to South Wales 
or window. Police by calling 101. 


Detective Inspector 
Sue Sidford said: “We 
are working to do all we 
can to identify the people 
responsible and prevent 
further incidents from 
taking place. We cannot 
be everywhere at all 
times, which is why we 
would ask residents to be 
vigilant and report any 
to 


“The group had, 
between them, served 
the school for nearly a 
thousand years - a 
remarkable dedication 
to the pupils who had 


He added: “We 
wanted to show the 
staff of previous years 
our brand-new school 
building. They were 
amazed; several said 
they wished they could 
come back and teach in 


such wonderful 
facilities! 

“People representing 
the history of the 
school had a chance to 
see the present and 
future of the school, 
and I am delighted so 
many of them took up 
the offer to attend.” 


NHS LANDS £4m BOOST 


NHS services in 
Cardiff and the Vale 
will receive a £4m 
funding boost, Health 
and Social Services 
Minister Mark 
Drakeford has said. 

The capital funding 
for Cardiff and Vale 
University Health Board 
will upgrade the IT 
network at medical sites, 
including buying new 
computers and replace 
medical equipment, 


latest beds for patients. 

The health board is 
one of the largest NHS 
organisations in Wales, 
employing around 
14,000 staff. It provides 
health services to a 
population of almost 
500,000 people living in 
Cardiff and the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

Professor Drakeford 
said: “Despite cuts to the 
overall Welsh budget, 
we are determined to 
continue to invest in our 


patients have access to 
the latest technology, 
and our hospitals and 
medical sites are 
maintained to the highest 
standard.” 


including introducing the NHS to make sure 
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Tributes are 
paid to local 
pop icon Steve 
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Out and About with The 


GEM 


FUNDRAISER’S CONCERT 
FOR DIABETES CHARITY 


MICHAEL JACKSON 

impersonator Navi will lead 
entertainment at the Memo Arts 
Centre, Barry on Sunday, March 
22, supported by other special 
guest tributes to Bruno Mars and 
Oily Murs - to help raise funds for 
health charity Diabetes UK 
Cymru. 

Ely’s Leanne Emmerson (30) a keen 
fundraiser for the charity, hopes it will 
be a fun way to help support the 
182,000 people living with diabetes in 
Wales. 


She explained: “Eve been living 
with Type 1 diabetes since I was 22 
years old and I know what a huge 
impact it can have on your life. I’m 
always trying to think up new ideas to 
help raise funds to help other people 
living with diabetes across Wales. I’m 
a huge Michael Jackson fan so this 
concert seemed like a great idea.” 

Doors open at 5.30pm; tickets £15, 
can be purchased on 01446 738622, or 
online www.ents24.comor. Diabetes 
UK Cymru is also offering VIP tickets 
for £20. Call 029 2066 8276 or email 
wales@diabetes.org.uk. 


come and celebrate 
free fhd fdwuqrjj r 

at Slimming World .. 


1 



NEW GROUP 

Saturday 9.30am 
Maesteg Sports Centre, 
Maesteg 

Lorraine 01446 734710 

NEW GROUP 

Tuesday 5.30pm 
Ebenezer Church Hall, 
opp. Surgery, North 
Cornelly CF33 4LB 
Dee 07733 267369 
NEW GROUP 
Wednesday 9.30am 
Ebenezer Church Hall, 
opp. Surgery, North 
Cornelly CF33 4LB 
Dee 07733 267369 
Monday 5.30pm 
Gilgal Church Hall, 
Woodland Avenue, 
Porthcawl CF36 5HU 
Beverley 07912 172674 
Mondays 5:30pm 
and 7:30pm 
Tabernacle Church 
Kings Square, Barry 
Lorraine 01446 407002 
Monday 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Christchurch Methodist 
Church, Ogmore Vale 
Steph 07584 563896 
Mondays 5:30pm and 
7:30pm 

Elfed Avenue United 
Church, Elfed Avenue, 
Penarth 

Nia 07793 885581 

Tuesdays 9:30am 
Parish of Our Lady & St 
llltyd, (Catholic 
Church), Ham Lane 
East, Llantwit Major 
Helen 01446 750738/ 
07968355119 


Tuesdays 5:30pm and 
7:30pm 

Parish of Our Lady & St 
llltyd, (Catholic 
Church), Ham Lane 
East, Llantwit Major 
Helen 01446 750738/ 
07968355119 
Tuesday 5.30pm 
Lesser Hall, Town Hall 
Square, Cowbridge 
CF71 7AQ 

Irene 01656 861648 

Tuesdays 5:30pm 
Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian, Church 
Hall, Trinity 
Street, Barry 
Joanne 01446 404897 
Tuesdays 5:30pm and 
7:30pm 

The Welfare Hall, 

Hope Avenue, Next To 
The Old Cinema, 
Aberkenfig, CF32 9PR 
Lorraine 01656 734710 
Tuesdays 6:30pm 
The Old School, South 
Road, Sully CF64 5TG 
Nicola-01446 740394 
Tuesdays 7:30pm 
St Marys Catholic 
Church Hall, Ewenny 
Road, Bridgend 
Graham 07475 865005 
Wednesdays 6:00pm 
Cadoxton Methodist 
Church, Church Road, 
Barry 

Joanne 01446 404897 

Wednesdays 4:45pm 
and 6:45pm 
St Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-Y-Castell, Barry 
Annamarie 01446 
736534 
Wednesday 
5.30 & 7.30 pm 
Bridgend Deaf Club, 


slimmingwocki.com 

0844 m 8000 m 


Coychurch Road, 
Bridgend 

Helen- 01656 720963 

Wednesday 9.30am 
Trinity Church, 

John Street, 

Porthcawl CF36 3BD. 
Gaynor01656 788763 
Thursdays 9.30am 
Nolton Church Hall 
Merthyr Mawr Road 
Bridgend 

Donna 01656 669739 
07790797008 

Thursdays 9:30am 
Cowbridge Rugby Club 
The Broad Shoard 
Rob-07708 941279 
Thursdays 10.15am 
St Helen’s Church Hall, 
Wyndham Street, Barry 
CF63 4EL 

Nicola- 01446 740394 

Thursday at 5.30pm 
Pencoed RFC 
Felindre Road, 

Pencoed 

Donna 01656 669739 
07790797008 

Thursday - 5:30pm 
Scout Hall, 

Minerva Street 
Bridgend 

Rhian- 07837 280013 

Thursdays 5:30pm 
Highlight Park 
Community Centre, 
Barry - Annamarie 
01446 736534 
Saturdays 9:30am 
Westward Community 
Centre, Llangewydd 
Road, Cefn Glas 
Gail 07551 576592 
Saturday 9:30am and 
11:30am 

Brackla Community 
Centre, Brackla 

Rhian- 07837 280013 

SHmmmt, 
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What’s on and where in 
and around your area... 


Labour 

surgery 

THE Labour Vale and 
Town councillors for 
Buttrills and Court 
wards, Bronwen 
Brooks, Jeff Evans, 
Pamela Drake and 
Stuart Egan will hold 
their regular advice 
surgery on Saturday, 
February 21 from 
10am to 11am in the 
small community room 
at Barry Library, 
Kings Square. No 
appointment necessary. 

Beach clean 

THIS Sunday, 

February 22, Friends 
of Barry Beaches will 
hold a beach clean at 
Whitmore Bay beach, 
on Barry Island from 
3pm adjacent to 
Marco’s Cafe. All litter 
picking equipment will 
be supplied. 

Free advice 

AGE CONNECT 
Cardiff and Vale is 
holding a free tax 
advice session at the 
Senior Health Shop, 38 
Holton Road, Barry, on 
Monday, February 23 
(930am-11.30am). No 
appointment is needed. 

Contact 01446 
732385. Home visits 
can be arranged. 

Step back in 
time 

GLAMORGAN 
Wartime Heritage 
Centre at Barry Island 
Station will be open on 
February 25 from 
2pm - 4pm. 

Schools are beiing 
invited to arrange for 
year-6 children to visit 
the museum as 
‘evacuees’ with their 
own gas masks and 
boxes for a trip back to 
the 1940s. 

On February 26 at 
7.30pm there will be 
three 20-minute Great 
War talks by Rosemary 
Chaloner, Alun 

Salisbury (both of 
Cardiff) and Alun 
Robertson (Barry) with 
the opportunity to ask 
questions. 

Rosemary will 

explore how wars affect 
women and how World 
War 1 changed the 
structure of society 
where women were no 
longer confined to the 
home. 

Dementia talk 

DINAS POWYS 
Voluntary Concern, in 
association with the 
Alzheimer’s Society, is 
holding a dementia 
awareness evening in 
Lee Hall, Britway 
Road on Thursday, 
February 26 between 
6pm and 8pm. 

This session is open to 
all who wish to learn 
more about dementia 
and is free of charge. 
Dementia describes a set 


of symptoms that may 
include memory loss and 
difficulties with 

thinking, problem¬ 
solving or language. 

Karen Collins from 
Al z heimer’s Society will 
be speaking on this 
important topic. 

Valeways 

walks 

ON Wednesday, 
February 25 at 
10.30am, it is the 
Coffee Shop Strollers! 

Meet at Romilly Cafe, 
Cold Knap, Barry. 

On Thursday, 

February 26 at 10.30am, 
meet at Llantwit Major 
Railway Station car park 
for a walk around 
Llantwit lanes. 

Artist’s talk 

ON, February 26, 
Cowbridge Art Society 
welcomes prizewinning 
artist John Hoare, who 
will give a 
demonstration of 
architectural painting 
in watercolour. 

He has been described 
as one of the most 
exciting watercolourists 


in Britain today, has won 
various painting prizes, 
and published numerous 
DVDs on watercolour. 

The society meets on 
Thursday evenings at the 
Old Hall, Cowbridge 
(7pm-9pm) and visitors 
and new members are 
welcome. 

For details of 
activities, see 
www.cowbridgeartsociet 
y.com. 

Planting a 
seed 

‘THE Life and Work of 
a Plant Health and 
Seed Inspector In 
Wales’, an illustrated 
talk by Kevin Izzard to 
the Llantwit Major 
Horticultural Society, 
will take place in 
Llantonian Hall on, 
February 25, at 
7.30pm. 

He is the higher 
phytophthora project 
officer at the Food and 
Environment Research 
Agency based in 
Swansea, and has 
lectured in horticulture 
at Pencoed College. 


He will be happy to 
give advice on any 
garden problems. 

All are welcome. The 
hall is situated on the 
Boverton Road behind 
the library at the back of 
the rugby club car park. 
Admission is free. 

Lent Lunches 

A NEW round of Lent 
lunches is to be held in 
All Saints’ Church, 
Park Road, Barry on 
four Thursdays, 
February 26, March 5, 
March 12, March 19, 
inclusive from 12pm to 
1.30pm. They will 


include, as usual, a 
choice of soups, crusty 
bread and a selection 
of cheeses, tea or 
coffee and a raffle 
ticket. Admission is 
£5. 

Otago Class 

AGE CONNECT 
Cardiff and Vale 
Ageing Well Project in 
Vale Of Glamorgan is 
starting an Otago class 
at The Old Hall, 
Cowbridge, on 

Mondays (2pm-3pm). 
Further information is 
available on 

01446/732385. 



Wenvoe 

Anns 



-Park Limousines 

Classic Austin 16 Wedding Car 
in Old English white & black 

Dates available for 
2015 weddings 
Also available 
black Mercedes 
stretch limousines 
to seat 6 
Professional 
Chauffeurs 

01446 421212 



Wenvoe-02920 591129 

< ffot/ie/ds f/Jctij 

_ Sunday 15th March _ 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCH 
2 courses only £9.95 

served 12 noon til 430pm 
‘Includes a champagne cocktail for Mum’ 

Booking advisable 


—Live Music 

FRIDAY 13TH MARCH 

Scott Howell 

Swing Music 

SATURDAY 28TH 
MARCH 

Me & Steve Duo 

40s/50s/60s/70s music 
Free entry • Starts 8pm 


Welcome! Jason is back, top chef to the Wenvoe Arms 

Private Junction room available for private parties, celebrations & funerals. 

18 Old Port Road , Wenvoe CF 5 6AN P 1 1 Follow us on Facebook - Wenvoe Arms Club 


A TRADITIONAL 
VILLAGE PUB 

CASK ALES 

LOCALLY SOURCED FOOD 

LUNCHES & 
EVENING MEALS 
from £3.95 

served daily Monday to Saturday. 

TRADITIONAL 
SUNDAYLUNCH 

served 12-4pm. Booking advisable. 

EXTENSIVE WINE LIST 
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National Assembly 
beats Commons and 
Lords in rugby clash 


THE National 
Assembly’s rugby 
team swept aside 
the House of 
Commons and 
Lords at Cardiff 
Arms Park in a 
resounding 33-12 
victory, in what was 
dubbed the ‘real’ 
Wales-England 
showdown. 

The politicians 

returned to the Senedd 
and Westminster battered 
and bruised - but boosted 
by the thousands raised 
for Bowel Cancer UK 
from their Parliamentary 
clash. 

It was the curtain- 
raiser to the Six Nations 
clash between Wales and 
England. The event 
marked the ninth annual 
fixture to raise money for 
Bowel Cancer UK. 

And it was the hosts 
who emerged 


triumphant, with the 
National Assembly XV 
outplaying their 

Commons and Lords 
counterparts to claim a 
33-12 win, their fourth in 
a row. 

After leading 19-0 at 
half time at Cardiff Arms 
Park, the hosts had to 
withstand a comeback 
from the Westminster 
side before they eased 
away in the fourth 
quarter. 

Andrew RT Davies, 
the Conservative leader 
of the opposition in the 
Assembly, said he was 
delighted with the 
performance of his side - 
particularly their fifth try, 
a team effort which went 
straight through the 
London visitors’ 

defensive line. 

Mr Davies was 
joined in the Assembly 
side by Plaid Cymru's 
Ynys MonAMRhunAp 
Iorwerth, who lined up - 


appropriately - on the 
left wing. 

Assembly rugby 
chairman, Andrew RT 
Davies AM, said: 

“Over the years the 
team has raised more 
than £10,000 for Bowel 
Cancer UK and I am 
proud to be involved. 

“The Assembly team 
was set up in 2006 by 
Glyn Davies, who was an 
AM at the time. 

“Glyn overcame 
bowel cancer and wanted 
to raise awareness of the 
disease and personally 
demonstrate how 

survivors could go on to 
lead a full and active life 
after being so ill. I think 
that’s a message we can 
all support.” 

“On behalf of 
Assembly rugby I would 
also like to thank Cardiff 
Blues for making the 
stadium available to us.” 

Deborah Alsina, chief 
executive of Bowel 
Cancer UK commended 
the teams and the game 
organisers on their work 
saying, 

“We are incredibly 
grateful to the National 
Assembly Rugby team 
for their support over the 
years, it means a lot to us. 
Over 41,500 people are 
diagnosed with bowel 
cancer every year and it 
remains the UK's second 
biggest cancer killer. ” 


Free Parentalk 
course at church 

A FREE six week parenting course begins 
at Holy Cross Church, Cowbridge, on 
February 24 for parents of children up to 
early teenage years. 

Parentalk is split into six sessions, a mixture of 
video content and group discussion from 9.15am- 
11.15am and a free creche will be provided. 

For details, contact Leonie Hain on 01446 
775048. 


BOOK WORMS WANTED! 


Silent auction 


VOLUNTEERS are being 
sought to work in the Oxfam 
Shop in Penarth, which has 
recently had an influx of book 
donations. 

Jayne Luxton, shop manager, 
said: “It’s brilliant that we have 
had so many books donated 


recently. Now we urgently need 
new volunteers to help us. 

“They will need to be able to 
volunteer for at least a half day a 
week, and be willing to be trained 
by our current book volunteer 
team”. 

Contact Jayne Luxton on 029 
2070 6358 for further information. 


ST Curig’s Church, Porthkerry, is 
organising another fundraising evening 
to cover the cost of repairing its unique 
organ - a silent auction at Rhoose 
Community Hall, Stewart Road, Rhoose, 
on Friday, February 27, from 7pm. 

Entry (£3) includes a glass of wine. 
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Part of the Whitchurch Windows Group. Est 1991. 

Enhance your Home and your Lifestyle 



mail@cardifforangeries.co.uk 

www.whitchurchwindows.co.uk 

Cardiff: 029 2052 1675 • Vale: 01446 781230 



Lj HnS arket Flying direct from Cardiff Airport! 


Holidays 

Venice Verona & Lake Garda Departs iojun 2015 


Cardiff airport! 

I maes awyr cae 


Lake Garda 


Departs 10 Jun 2015 
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Os ~ T * 


£50 

OFF !l ^ 

PER BOOKING £689 

FROM 6 th TO V 1J 


FROM 6 th TO 
28 th FEB 2015 
Use promotional 
code FEBSALE 



A choice of accommodation on Italy's largest lake, and some wonderful excursions, 
as well as a Grand Circular Tour of the lake, ensure the popularity of this great value 
escorted holiday. 

The price includes: Return flights to Italy •Coach travel and transfers throughout • Seven nights' 
half-board accommodation at the three-star Hotel Drago, Malcesine, Lake Garda (upgrade hotels are 
available for a supplement) • Four escorted excursions to Verona, Venice, the Dolomite mountains, 
and a Grand Circular Lake' Tour • The services of a Tour Manager 

© www.newmarketholidays.co.uk © 0330 160 7766 

"Discount applies to new bookings made between 6 & 28 Feb 2015 (inclusive) only. Prices shown when booking do not include the discount. Discount amount will be added to your booking once the promo code has been entered and will be confirmed before purchase. Offer applies to 
non-UK air holidays only. The discount offered is per booking, not per person. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL protected 2325. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. Calls are charged at standard local rate. 


Join us on the magical, sun-kissed shores of Italy's largest and most popular lake. 

Stay in a wide choice of hotels in some delightful resorts, rest and relax, or join the 
well-priced optional excursions, which include a Grand Circular lake tour, incomparable 
Venice, Shakespeare's Verona and the towering Dolomite mountains. 

The price includes: Return flights to Italy • Seven nights' half-board accommodation at the 
three-star Hotel Drago, Malcesine (a range of upgrade hotels are available for supplements) • Return 
airport-to-hotel transfers •The services of a Tour Manager 


#ABTA 

ABTA No.V7812 
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Cardiff and Vale College 

Coleg Caerdydd a'r Fro 



APPLV NOW! 
GWNEWCH 
GAISNAWR! 


START COLLEGE 
THIS SEPTEMBER 



Open Evenings 


24 February 

Trowbridge 
The Parade, Cardiff 


25 February 

Colcot Road, Barry 



c avc.a cL,k 

030 30 3010 10 


Nosweithiau Agored 

24 Chwef ror 

Trowbridge 
V Pared, Caerdydd 

25 Chwef ror 

Heol Colcot, Barri 
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Cardiff and Vale 
college provides 
unrivalled facilities 


STUDENTS studying at 
Cardiff and Vale College 
(CAVC) from September will 
be among the first to benefit 
from a £45m investment into 
sector-leading education and 
training facilities for the 
region. 

In the heart of the city centre, just a 
five-minute walk from Cardiff Central 
Station, the college’s brand new city 
centre campus will become home to 
unrivalled facilities including a 
science, technology, engineering and 
maths (STEM) centre; a performance 
theatre; recording studios; Apple 
design studios; commercial salon and 
spa; employment and progression 
centre; fine dining training restaurant 
and world-class teaching and learning 
space. 

One of the largest colleges in the 
country, CAVC has 20,000 people 
studying across sites in Cardiff and 
the Vale every year. 

A CAVC spokesperson said: “The 
success of those students has 
continued to go from strength to 
strength with 86 per cent of learners 
achieving their main qualification in 
2014 - one of the best records in the 
sector.” 

Having chosen from the range of 
29 different AS and A-Level subjects 
on offer - from law and graphic 
design to business studies and 
chemistry - Cameron Patterson is just 
one of the 750 students from last year 
who went on to study at universities 
across the UK. 

“When I moved back from China I 
had a few options in terms of where to 
study,” said the former A-Level 
student. 


“After speaking with my family 
and hearing about the excellent 
quality of teaching and friendly 
atmosphere, as well as taking a look 
at the college website, I knew Cardiff 
and Vale College was the place for 
me. 

“My main goal was to get into 
university and with the help of tutors, 
as well as the large range of resources 
available, it’s made the process a 
straightforward one. I now have a 
place to study a four-year MSc course 
in Natural Sciences at Lancaster 
University, one of the top 10 
universities in the UK.” 

Lor Sofia Stewart, opting for one of 
the large range of career-focused 
courses proved to be the right path for 
her; helping to not only develop her 
skills but to also provide her with the 
right qualifications and experience to 
progress straight into a career. 

“It all started with my diploma in 
engineering and design which I also 
studied at Cardiff and Vale College,” 
said the BSc Aircraft Engineering 
student. 

“When I spoke to someone about 
work experience, they strongly 
recommended the college’s IATA 
facility. I work on real aircraft as part 
of the course! 

“I’ve met really influential people 
in my time here, they’ve shown me 
how important and rewarding this 
career can be.” 

Book your place for September and 
follow in the footsteps of the 78 per 
cent of last year’s learners who 
progressed on to further study, 
university or employment within just 
two months of completing their 
studies - you could be next! 


Marie Curie’s Great Daffodil 
Appeal launched at the Senedd 


MARIE CURIE’S 
annual Great 
Daffodil Appeal is 
officially under 
way in Wales after 
a launch event at 
the Senedd in 
Cardiff Bay last 
week. 

The Great Daffodil 
Appeal is Marie Curie’s 
flagship fundraising 
campaign, and this 
year’s appeal was 
launched by Deputy 
Health Minister, 
Vaughan Gething AM, 
and Marie Curie’s chief 
executive Dr Jane 
Collins. 

Each year the appeal 
encourages people to 
donate and wear the 
charity’s iconic daffodil 
throughout Lebruary 
and March. Money 
raised through the Great 
Daffodil Appeal helps 
fund the charity’s work 
supporting people living 
with a terminal illness, 
and their families, 
throughout Wales as 
well as in the Cardiff 
and The Vale Hospice in 
Penarth. 

The event provided a 
stage to showcase some 
of the charity’s work in 
Wales, including the 
innovative ‘South Wales 
Helper Service’. 

The initiative sees 
volunteers paired with 
people affected by 
terminal illness, offering 



Deputy Health Minister Vaughan Gething AM pictured with Marie Curie Senior nurses 
Marilyn Parfitt, Alana Lavin and Maura Williams. 


them support and 
companionship. 

Those in attendance 
heard from Jo Parry, 
who runs the South 
Wales Helper Service, 
as well as Jenny 
Latham, who is 
currently receiving 
support from a helper 
volunteer. 

The event also saw 
some of Wales’ top 
fundraising volunteers 
honoured for their 
efforts supporting the 
charity. The 
‘Outstanding 
Contribution to 


Lundraising in Wales’ 
award was presented to 
the CarTenlOO group, 
who raised more than 
£82,000 for Marie Curie 
through their annual 
100-mile Cardiff to 
Tenby charity cycle 
ride. 

Meanwhile, Arlene 
Smith was named as 
Lundraiser of the Year 
(west Wales), Barbara 
Norbury won the 
Lundraiser of the Year 
(north Wales) title and 
Lundraiser of the Year 
(south Wales) was 
accepted by Wyndham 


Perkins on behalf of the 
Perkins family. 

Simon Jones, head of 
policy and public 
affairs, Wales for Marie 
Curie, said: “We are 
pleased to have the 
support of our 
Assembly Members as 
we launch this year’s 
Great Daffodil Appeal - 
an appeal that raises 
vital funds to support 
our work in homes 
across Wales, as well as 
the Cardiff and The 
Vale Hospice in 
Penarth. 

“Every year the 


people of Wales never 
cease to amaze us with 
their generosity and 
support for our Great 
Daffodil Appeal, and 
I’m sure this year will 
be no different as 
people recognise the 
importance of the work 
we carry out. 

“On behalf of Marie 
Curie, I would like to 
thank all those who 
continue to donate and 
enable us to keep 
supporting people 
affected by terminal 
illness across Wales.” 
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Winter Sale $oi 


Shante. Beautiful 3 seater scatter back sofa. 
Superbly comfortable in a choice of colors 


RRP £999 sale £499 r^AQ 
save an EXTRA 20% £<377 


.All Sale Prices/ 

■“'EXTRA: 

, DISCOUNTS ; 



k A 



EXTRA 

discount 



RRP £1499 sale £749 
save an EXTRA 20% 


£599 


RRP £1259 sale £629 
save an EXTRA 20% 


Just a small selection from our huge 

El 



The Colerado Solid Oak bedroom range. This 
beautiful oak bedroom collection will 
enhance any room. Quality and style at 
AMAZING SALE PRICES 

Double RRP 50% 2$%SFF 

Bed frame £759 £379 £299 
Bedside table £259 £129 £99 
7 Drawer chest £879 £439 £349 
2 dr 3 drw robe £999 £499 £399 
Blanket box £379 £189 £149 

Many more stunning designer beds & 
bedroom ranges to compliment every home 


£499 


ftA/.Dining and Living 




3ld& JndiASirid Collection 

Solid table with polished metal legs 
and 2 bench seats. 


t 

Is 





Origins Ods Extending Dining Get rrp £1259 

Oak extending dining table and 4 Sale £629 

Hamley chairs. Extra 20% off 

See our website for the complete range £499 


Like us on 
facebook 


fw 


NEW 

LATE NIGHT 
MONDAYS 
Open till 8pm 


homestores 

| .co.uk 

PENARTH ROAD CARDIFF 

Unit 5, Freemans Park, Penarth Road, 
Cardiff, CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 

www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


0 


months 

FREE 

no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 


Opening Times 

Mon: 9.30am - 8.00pm. 
Tue - Fri: 9.30am - 6.00pm 
Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm 
Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 


Top chefs help to raise 
125k for Ty Hafan on 
a tasty gourmet night! 



A SMALL army of star 
chefs from in and around 
Wales have successfully 
raised over £125,000 for 
Ty Hafan Children’s 
Hospice in the ‘Chefs’ 
Night Out’ dinner at 
Cardiff’s Parc Thistle 
Hotel. 

The event included an auction 
of chef’s services, which raised 
£95,000, with 2014 Masterchef 
Champion Ping Coombes 
receiving the highest bid of 
£15,000, to create a dinner party 
at the bidder’s home. 

The 14-strong culinary cast of 
chefs volunteering their time and 
skills included top chefs Hywel 
Jones, James Sommerin, Stephen 
Terry and Will Holland. 

Hosted and supported by The 
Parc Thistle Hotel for the second 
time, the event, which is 
organised by David Loosemore 
and Huw Edwards, has now 
raised over £425,000 for Ty 
Hafan since its first staging in 
2010 . 

David Loosemore, whose 
eight-year-old daughter, Bella 
also benefits from the charity’s 
services, said: “The night went 
incredibly smoothly and that is 
thanks to our dedicated team and 
the skill and camaraderie of our 
chefs. 

“We have raised a vast amount 
of money for this wonderful 
cause and Huw and I can’t thank 
our team enough. Special 
mention must also go to our 
guest of honour, Katie Palmer, 
who regularly attends Ty Hafan. 


Her words touched the room and 
I’m sure contributed to bidders 
digging that little bit deeper.” 

Huw Edwards said: “We 
would like to offer a huge thank 
you to all the amazing chefs, the 
suppliers, the hotel and, of 
course, all of the guests who 
have helped to raise an incredible 
amount for Ty Hafan.” 

Ben Underwood, general 
manager of The Parc Thistle 
Hotel said: “We are absolutely 
thrilled to have supported Chefs’ 
Night Out and are so chuffed 
with the amount raised. It is 
particularly fitting for us, as Ty 
Hafan is our official charity this 
year, we couldn’t be happier with 
this success.” 

Teenager Katie Palmer and 
her mum, Lisa, from Tonyrefail 
were two other very special 
guests. Katie, 17, was referred 
to Ty Hafan when she was 13 
and describes the children’s 
hospice as: “A wonderful, loving 
place and every member of staff 
is so truly welcoming and 
comforting.” 

Katie suffers from a life- 
threatening heart condition 
called hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy and has been in 
and out of hospital hundreds of 
times since she was a baby. 

She enjoyed a makeover 
before the event thanks to John 
Lewis and the Vanilla Rooms in 
Cardiff and Stardust Boutique in 
Swansea. 

Jeremy Jackson, Ty Hafan’s 
director of fundraising and 
marketing, said: “Chefs’ Night 
Out is an innovative event 
providing guests with an 


exclusive, world-class gourmet 
experience, combined with an 
opportunity to support the vital 
work of Ty Hafan. 

“The success of the event is 
dependent on the generosity of 
top chefs, many of whom 
possess Michelin Stars; Welsh 
businesses and, of course, the 
great Welsh public. Inspired by 
Ty Hafan’s care for his daughter 
Bella, David and his close friend 
Huw have created an exceptional 
fundraising event that has 
already raised in excess of 
£425,000 for Ty Hafan. 

“This is a phenomenal 
contribution and Chefs’ Night 
Out is making a significant 
difference to the care we can 
provide. We are incredibly 
grateful for their unstinting 
commitment to, and support for, 
Ty Hafan.” 

The Chefs’ Night Out 2015 
line-up was: James Sommerin 
Restaurant James Sommerin; 
Stephen Terry - The Hardwick; 
Roger Jones - The Harrow at 
Little Bedwyn; Duncan 
Barham - The Grove; Will 
Holland - Coast; Hywel Jones - 
Lucknam Park Hotel and Spa; 
Richard Davies - Manor House 
Hotel; Will Guthrie - Buckland 
Manor; Bryan Webb - Tyddyn 
Llan; Sian Rees - Sosban; Mark 
Jordan - Ocean Restaurant at 
the Atlantic Hotel and Mark 
Jordan at the Beach; David 
Kelman - Ellenborough Park; 
and Ping Coombes - special 
guest chef and Masterchef 
Champion 2014; Matt Smith - 
Llys Meddyg (Newport) 
Pembrokeshire. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Nissan range has the 
answer for every driver 


WESSEX GARAGES of 
Cardiff are proud of their 
range of Nissan vehicles 
(see advert on page 40 for 
more details). 

The Nissan Juke, available in 
four trim levels, is sporty, smart 
and unique in design, so you’ll 
never pass by unnoticed. 

The standard Visia model 
comes in a 1.6 petrol or a 1.5 
diesel engine with 16” alloy 
wheels, body coloured door 
mirrors with directional indicator, 
354 litres of handy boot space, 
driver, passenger, side and curtain 
airbags, rear door child locks and 
an ABS braking system. 

The next level Acenta, available 
in a 1.2 dig-T petrol engine, 1.6 
automatic petrol engine or the 1.5 
diesel engine, comes with sporty 
17” alloy wheels, front fog lights, 
rear privacy glass and a leather 
steering wheel and gear stick. 

It also includes the latest 
Bluetooth technology, Nissan 


Dynamic Control System and 
remote audio controls on the 
steering wheel as well as cruise 
control and speed limiter. 

The Acenta Premium, which is 
available in a 1.2 dig-T petrol 
engine, 1.6 automatic petrol 
engine or the 1.5 diesel engine, as 
well as the 1.6 turbo engine in four 
wheel drive, automatic or manual, 
offers sports seats with premium 
seat fabric, new NissanConnect 
with 5.8” touch screen, colour 
reversing camera and a Nissan 
Design Studio Personalised 
Interior Pack in a choice of black, 
red, white or yellow applied to 
centre console, gear stick, air vent 
rings, door trim, seat insets and 
stitching on meter hood, steering 
wheel, gear stick and seats. 

The top-of-the-range Tekna, 
available in a 1.2 dig-T petrol 
engine, 1.6 automatic petrol 
engine or the 1.5 diesel engine as 
well as the 1.6 turbo engine in four 
wheel drive, automatic or manual, 
offers 17” urban alloy wheels, 


premium leather seats, heated 
front seats as well as safety shield 
technology, I-Key with Stop/Start 
push button and automatic lights 
and wipers. 

All models of the Juke are 
available in a variety of colour 
options too so you can choose 
something to suit your personal 
tastes. 

Choose from red or arctic white 
within the solid paintwork options 
or from silver, force red, gun 
metal, night shade, pearl black and 
the new sunlight yellow and ink 
blue choices within the metallic 
paintwork range. Alternatively 
there’s pearl storm white 
available. 

The Juke has been tested to 
thrill and will more than do so 
with its increased performance 
and bolder crossover identity. It 
delivers on both style and 
substance. 
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LIKE US ON 


fit Stott (jirlai'Emti 

O Enter our fabulous monthly 
competitions on Facebook. The Secret 
Garden of Beauty 

Open 7 DAYS, Monday to Friday, 9am until 8pm 
and Saturday and Sunday, 9am until 7pm. 

www.secretgardenofbeauty.co.uk 
25 Tynewydd Road, Barry, CF62 8HB 
Telephone 01446 733306. 

Email secretgardenofbeauty@live.com 


twenty (ft 

flooring.conT®^ 
The flooring company 
that comes to you 


10%off 


Valid until end 
Feb 2015 

, with this 

new orders advert 

D Follow us on Facebook 
to see how our latest 
installations have 
transformed homes plus 
competitions. 

Carpets • Laminate • Vinyl • Wood 


Freephone 

0800 610 2012 

Mobile 07403 310 516 

www.2012flooring.com 


ower 





Holistic Massage & Indian Head Massage. 
Quality & Professional Treatments. 
Consultation Room or 
mobile service available. 
Relax your mind, body & soul. 

QhA Registered 

07581260538 . 

Stephanie Evans' 
Park Street Bridgend CF314BB* 
vwwv.facebook.com/nolisticunflower! 


Kick's Bead Loom 
Class 
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Find iis on 

Facebook 


In 
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Increase your customer LIKE US ON 
base with Facebook - and L , , 

The Glamorgan GEM! tacebOOK 


SPECIAL FEATURE 


LET SOCIAL MEDIA 
AND THE GEM HELP 
OUT YOUR BUSINESS 

A T The Glamorgan 
GEM, we are seeing 
social media 

increasingly being used as 
part of the marketing mix, 
along with traditional 
advertising - as seen in our 
newspapers, for example. 

Adopted by many 
organisations and seen as a 
free, instant mode of 
communication, it raises a 
company’s profile and creates 
awareness of what they do. 

It also allows for personal 
interaction with customers, 
improving customer service. 

In The GEM you will often 
see advertisers promoting 


their social media channels 
with Twitter and Facebook 
logos and special promotions. 

This feature brings you the 
information you need to find 
local businesses on Facebook 
and be the first to know about 
what’s on. 

Take this opportunity to 
express your affinity and 
‘like’ these businesses on 
Facebook, to keep up to date 
with all their latest news, 
provide reviews and feedback, 
know of special offers, and 
enter their exclusive 
competitions! 

For your chance to win £25 
to spend with any advertiser 
on this page, simply inbox 


your contact details through 

www.facebook.com/ 

GlamorganGEMl 

We are excited to develop 
an ongoing partnership with 
our advertisers, to help them 
build their social media 
presence through advertising 
to our loyal readers in the 
Vale and Bridgend county 
boroughs. 

• If you would like to 
advertise your business in The 
GEM’s next Social Media 
feature, please contact us on 
01446 774484. 


SYLVIA WILLIAMS \r~ 

CHEMIST I 


New Health Food & Vitamin Department 


k/fft 


Solgar MultiElus™Vitamins 

- 30% off - 


(While stocks last) 


34 High Street, Cowbndge CF71 7AG 

01446 773588 


i 


A>vbb*rjlhs 

“Yankee 

f T Like Candles 
in Barry” 

Love Yankee Candles? 

Look out for our special offers, discounts 
and gift sets on our Facebook page. 

High Street, Barry - 01446 678191 



LIKE US ON 


facebook 


VI M THE MEAT 
SUPERSTORE 

For all our latest 
offers, daily specials 
and competitions 
You can win some 
great prizes! 


Unit 5, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

TEL. 01446 721206 

Turn left just before Waitrose then 
follow the yellow VFM signs 


food for thought 

J J Jeftcairssert 


Like us on 

facebook.com/fftdeli 


facebook 


For exclusive offers, 
competitions and the latest news. 

12 High St., Barry.Tel: 01446 735711 
www.foodforthoughtbarry.co.uk 


Glamorgan GEM 

Competition 

★ ★ ★ 

Your chance to 

WIN £25 

to spend with 
any advertiser 
on this page 

★ ★ ★ 

Just inbox us your 
contact details 

The winner will be chosen at 
random and will have £25 to spend 
with any advertiser on 
this Facebook page. Closing date for 
entries Monday 23rd February 2015. 




Like us on facebook: 
facebook.com/GlamorganGem 


O 

S 

C 

A 

R 


BAR 

& 

GRILL 


visited 
us 

— - before? 

‘Like’ us on Facebook to read 
recommendations from our customers 
and to stay quickly up to date with all 
our latest news and special offers. 

facebook.com/ 

OscarsofCowbridge 

65 High Street, Cowbridge, * 
CF71 7AF 01446 771984 T 


Keep Gas Safe 

Remember to get your gas appliances serviced. Free Quotations 
on request. Discounts available for returning customers 



Like this page on facebook for our monthly 
special offers, gift ideas and 
read testimonials from our clients. 

Sunkissed Beauty and Tanning Llantwit Major 

www.sunkissedbeautyandtanning.co.uk 
East Street, Llantwit Major CF61 1XY 

Tel: 01446 796883 


The pencil case 

Keep up to date with all our newel 

n The PenoJ Gaee CoMk tfge Ltd 
U 1 CtThePorolGa&oCo 

The Pencil Case Cawbndgo 


ern 


W WW.f unfoundationsdaynursery.co.uk 

FUN 

FOUNDATIONS 
DAY NURSERY 

Vale Forge, North Road, 
‘owbridge CF71 7DF 
Tel. 01446 771117 



■ 



Follow us on \ 

The Caeffatri 

for latest menus and offers! 

Castle View, Bridgend CF31 1NJ 

01656 660668 

www.thecaeffatri.co.uk 

Ghj EKMaMtW vLl/ 


A 17th 
Century 
mansion 
house 
converted 
into an 
elegant 
dining 
place. 


Nol on 
Trip Advisor 


The Bear Hotel 


Want to know 
what’s on at 
The Bear Hotel? 
...then like us on 
Facebook 

You will find news of all our 
latest offers and events! 
www.facebook.com/BearHotelCowbridge 


63 High Street, Cowbridge CF7I 7AF 
Tel: 01446 774814 
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Much-anticipated adaptation 
is Fifty Shades of boredom! 


I T’S no surprise 
when a best¬ 
selling book 
finds its way onto 
cinema screens, but 
when a best-selling 
book becomes a 
phenomenon, then 
the chances of that 
book becoming a 
film are even 
higher. 

It’s happened to 
Harry Potter, it’s 
happened to Twilight, it’s 
happened to The Hunger 
Games, and now (with a 
different audience in 
mind) it has happened to 
Fifty Shades of Grey. 

EL James’ steamy 
series has sold over 100 
millions books 
worldwide, with the 
arrival of the film 
eagerly awaited by its 
readers. 

It tells the story of 
Anastasia Steele (Dakota 
Johnson), a literature 
student who interviews 
wealthy Christian Grey 
(Jamie Doman). When 
they spark, they embark 
upon a relationship that 
soon takes a turn for the 
interesting when 
Anastasia discovers 
Christian’s penchant for 
being in control... 

A quick note to the 
marketing bods; films 
are traditionally released 
on a Friday - so when 
the marketing for Fifty 
Shades of Grey states 
proudly the film opens 


‘on Valentine’s Day’ this 
is a blatant mistrust. 

Perhaps the fact that 
the film opened on 
Friday the 13th is more 
apt, as it is a pretty 
abject film - painfully 
dull, nowhere near as 
racy as you have been 
told, and it falls short in 
nearly all departments. 

The fact that the 
book’s origins lay in 
Twilight fan-fiction is 
incredibly apparent here; 
missing that series’ 
reliance on long, 
‘smouldering’ looks? 
Well there’s plenty to 
savour here in lieu of 
any real dialogue that 
pushes the story on - 
after all, why bother 
with words when a lip 
being bitten or a cold 
hard stare can do so 
much more? 

You almost feel for 
the talent involved in 
this, as they try to make 
something worthy, yet 
fall short. It doesn’t help 
that the man the film is 
built around, the 
ubiquitous Mr Grey, is 
filled out by a badly 
miscast Jamie Dornan. 

Doman is a decent 
actor, but he seems out 
of place and awkward at 
times, sometimes 
looking like a 15-year- 
old boy who has been 
told to take the bins out 
else he won’t get any 
pocket money. He tries, 
but ultimately it’s not 
enough, lacking the 
detached coldness that 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


the character should 
have in order to 
convince you, and 
instead being a 
controlling bore. 

His co-star Dakota 
Johnson fares a little 
better; initially her 
character’s awkwardness 
grates as Johnson 
struggles to give the 
simpering Anastasia any 
personality; but as the 
character comes out of 
her shell, so too does 
Johnson, and she offers a 
solid turn that hints at 
potential - her 
performance undone by 
having her do very little 
other than remove her 
clothes. 

Sam Taylor-Johnson’s 
direction is suitably 
artistic, if a little lacking 
in substance, while 
Kelly Marcel’s script is 


stuffed full of dialogue 
that, as Harrison Ford 
once said to George 
Lucas, “you can type... 
but you can’t say it”. 

The film’s story is 
basically a contract 
negotiation, which is as 
painfully dull as it 
sounds, with sub-plots 
teased and referenced 
without coming close to 
any sense of resolution. 

Mr Grey has 
‘business problems’ (the 
main problem being that 
no-one knows just what 
it is he actually does), a 
meeting with a figure 
from his past goes 
unseen and passed over 
despite being key to the 
plot. 

The expansion of 
these wouldn’t have 
cured all of the film’s 
ills, but would have 
made for a more layered 
story. 

Even the much hyped 
sex scenes fail to really 
spark, with the film 
lacking the highly- 
charged nature of, say, 
9Vi Weeks and being far 
too stylised; there is no 
immediacy, no palpable 
passion, instead the key 
foundation of 

the whole shebang 
flounders due to its 
sterilised and over¬ 
stylised nature. 

Oddly for a film 
whose target audience is 
women, there is little 
equality in terms of 
nudity, with Johnson laid 


bare (literally) for all to 
see while Doman simply 
removes his shirt a few 
times; in fact the entire 
film's message feels 
curiously off-kilter - 
Grey may seem to be in 
charge but as the film 
progresses it's Anastasia 
who holds the power, 
thus making Grey quite 
a poor dominant when 
you think about it. 

Fans of the book will 
no doubt lap up James’ 
leaden prose made into 
live-action - and with 
the film having pocketed 
a very impressive $235 
million worldwide in its 
opening weekend, then 
expect to see the other 
two books from the 
series on the big screen 
sooner rather than later - 
but Fifty Shades of 
Grey’s woeful and dull 
story will earn no praise 
from the uninitiated. 

VERDICT-A 
shockingly poor film, 
that has no engaging 
story nor dialogue, Fifty 
Shades of Grey is a film 
that seems intent on 
shocking but ends up 
being as sexy as a wet 
lettuce. Jamie Dornan is 
miscast, Dakota Johnson 
impresses, but the 
lingering aftertaste of the 
film is trashy and 
boring. Avoid at all 
costs. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Nine Vi Weeks 
(1986), Twilight (2008). 


Mudiad Meithrin yn 
mabwysiadu 
enw parth .cymru 

MAE Mudiad Meithrin yn falch o gyhoeddi ei fod bellach wedi 
newid ei enw parth i .cymru. Mudiad Meithrin yw’r darparwr 
gofal ac addysg blynyddoedd cynnar cyntaf i wneud hyn yng 
Nghymru. 

Dywedodd Dr Gwenllian Lansdown Davies, Prif Weithredwr Mudiad 
Meithrin: “Trwy fabwysiadu enw parth .cymru, mae’r Mudiad yn gwireddu un 
o’r targedau sydd wedi eu hamlinellu yn Dewiniaith (pwynt 3.9) sef 
gweledigaeth Mudiad Meithrin am y 10 mlynedd nesaf. ” 

Mudiad Meithrin switches 
domain name to .cymru 

MUDIAD Meithrin is pleased to announce that it has adopted .cymru as its 
new domain name. Mudiad Meithrin is the first early years education and 
childcare provider in Wales to switch its domain name to .cymru. 

Dr Gwenllian Lansdown Davies, Mudiad Meithrin Chief Executive said: “By 
switching our domain name to .cymru, the Mudiad has realized one of the 
targets that are outlined in Dewiniaith (point 3.9) - a document outlining the 
Mudiad’s vision for the next 10 years.” 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are winning 
numbers in the Ty Hafan 
Cracker jackpot lottery draw 
number D866. 

• £2,000: 996597. 


# The rollover, which now stands 
at £4,500 was not won this week. 


• £10:116594; 

187586; 

162296; 

219201; 

237421; 

341582; 

301580; 

647598; 

744125; 

952352; 

585487; 

747902; 

481286; 

285556; 

990794; 

785605; 

804256; 

169091; 

299083; 

858123. 




• £5: 

: 313315, 

293009; 

486666; 

293304; 

780076; 

778483; 

752509; 

977378; 

761530; 

627965; 

402443; 


221558 

316758 

233166 

942362 

939212 

766073 

394598 

365498 

707324 

838636 

384148 

719556; 


943539 

406336 

536737 

212630 

817543 

646064 

518645 

487789 

876238 

996093 

178604 


222407; 

505798; 

850200; 

478207; 

632812; 

379064; 

656589; 

461263; 

311281; 

549429; 

650000; 


896015; 474999; 906: 


840699 
446214 
825591 
112968 
643171 
286478 
216510 
788137 
627588 
359202 
635318 
;1587. 


The GEM cannot be held responsible 
for any errors or omissions contained in 
the above. 


For lottery information please 
telephone 029 2053 2300. 



WINDOWS, DOORS 


.P. 


,& CONSERVATORIES/ 


Barry Bridgend Cardiff 

01446 01656 02920 

439212 349515 508770 




20S SALE 

. • >***% •«“ "*_ 

DON’T MISS OUT. 


,* VAT 





Yale Secured PVC Front Doors 


| Ml | 


10 year guarantee beautiful design 

r 

w 


only PVC Back 

p 

□ 

*1 

£599* Doors 




fully fitted! £550* 




*Mention This Ad When Ordering 


A Rated Free Glass 

Full Repair Service Available 

Fasctas. Gutters & Downpjpes 
Supplied & Fitted 

0% Finance Available Buy Now, 
Pay Next Year 

FREE Conservatory Design Service 
• FREE Quotations 

FREE ONLINE QUOTES AT 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Probably the best windows 
and doors in Wales 


BARRY 01446 439212 • BRIDGEND 01656 349515 
CARDIFF 02920 508770 


E-mail: mpnwindows@aol.com • Open 9am to 7pm • 7 days a week |FENSA| J 

































Thursday February 19th, 2015 


www.facebook.com/slarnorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 21 


Local Lions hand 
£500 cheque to 
the Vale Foodbank 



AS the Vale Foodbank 
passes the milestone of 
providing free emergency 
food parcels to almost 
10,000 local people in crisis, 
it was visited by John 
Wordley, president of the 
Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge Lions, who 
presented the charity with 
a cheque for £500. 

Receiving the cheque on behalf 
of the foodbank, Susan Lloyd 
Selby said: “The Lions is a 
wonderful organisation, 

consisting of volunteers who raise 
money and do whatever they can 
to help their local community. 


“Here in the Vale, they support 
a huge number of local causes, 
including diabetic screening, the 
Big Wrap and the British Legion. 

“As the number of people 
seeking help from the foodbank 
continues to rise, we are 
incredibly grateful to the Llantwit 
Major and Cowbridge Lions for 
their support.” 

Speaking on behalf of the 
Lions, John Wordley praised the 
Foodbank’s work and the 
dedication of all the volunteers 
involved. 

He said: “The Lions support 
humanitarian causes across the 
world, from our Sight First 
programme which is aiming to 
prevent and cure blindness in the 


Third World, to supporting young 
people from the Vale to work with 
disadvantaged children in 
Venezuela and India, but we also 
recognise and respond to needs on 
our doorstep. 

“We are delighted to be able to 
support the Vale Foodbank and 
hope this donation will enable 
them to continue to ensure no-one 
need go hungry in the Vale.” 

For more information about the 
work of Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge Lions: Telephone 0845 
833 6763; e-mail: 

secretary® Imandclions .org .uk; 
visit www Xmandclions .org .uk; 
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/lmandclions; 
Twitter: @ Imandclions. 


Tub® 


I WENVOE 


Come and see 

our fantastic range of Log Cabins & Sheds 



APEX SHEDS 

6' x 4' - £329 • 7' x 5' - £379 • 8' x 6' - £429 

Prices include VAT and local delivery. While stocks last. 

Installation only £95 (locally on your prepared base) 

Need a base? Want your old shed taken away? 

We are happy to quote for the work! 

Also available: SHEDS - SUMMERHOUSES 

GREENHOUSES - PLAYHOUSES - POTTING SHEDS 

Wenvoe Garden Buildings at Style Gardens Centre, 

Port Road, Wenvoe, Cardiff, CF5 6AD 
Opening Times: Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm, Sat 9am - 12.30pm, Closed Sundays. 

Tel: 02920 591000. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

Download our cabin brochure at www.wenvoegarden.co.uk 


NOT A WELLY IN SIGHT AS 
GARDENERS CELEBRATE! 

f 


BARRY garden 
owners attended a 
Mayor’s Fairtrade 
coffee morning last 
week - to celebrate 
the hard work they 
do each year to open 
their gardens for 
the National 

Gardens Scheme. 

Leaving their wellies 
at home, Dave Bryant, 
(on left in picture) and 
Debbie Palmer, (right) 
enjoyed a rest from 
gardening with the 
Mayor of Barry Council, 
Coun Jeff Evans. 

They are looking 
forward to opening their 
gardens on July 19, 
which promises a great 
day out for garden 
lovers! 

The Glamorgan 
branch of the National 
Gardens Scheme raised 
over £35,000 last year, 
giving about £32,000 to 
the NGS, which supports 
charities such as 
Macmillan Nursing and 
Marie Curie, and £3,500 
to local charities. 


Theatres 
probe 
at UHW 

THE Cardiff and 
Vale University 
Health Board is 
investigating the 
ventilation system in 
surgical theatres at 
University Hospital 
of Wales after 11 
operations were 
cancelled. 

“During routine 
preparations, staff 
noticed a small number 
of black specks in the 
theatre area. As a 
precaution, surgery was 
suspended in that theatre 
and a full investigation 
launched, a 
spokeswoman said this 
week. 

“Four other theatres 
have also been affected, 
leading to some 
operations having to be 
rescheduled. Patients 
affected by the issue 
have been informed. ” 

The health board 
stated that there was no 
evidence of any risk to 
patients and that surgery 
was continuing in other 
theatres not affected. 

“We hope to have it 
resolved shortly and will 
ensure that all those 
affected are seen as soon 
as possible.” 


Breastfriends 
support group 
BARRY 

Breastfriends (part 
of Cardiff and Vale 
Breast Cancer 
Support Group) 
will meet on 
Friday, February 
20, at 2pm in the 
Masonic Hall on 
Broad Street. 

Sue Youngman will 
give an illustrated talk 
about her charity work 
with ‘Barbra’ and her 
trek to Cuba in aid of 
Breast Cancer Care. 

For more details 
about the group, phone 
Pam on 07919 035658. 



THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblyqu a allai effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2015/00068/FUL 

Proposah/Cynnig: 

Erection of double garage 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 

8, Cardiff Road, Cowbridge 

Ardal Gadwraeth 

Cowbridge 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2015/00118/ADV 

Proposah/Cynnig: 

Installation of 1 No. 'halo 1 illuminated fascia sign and 

1 No. externally illuminated projecting sign 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 

5D, Stanwell Road, Penarth 

Ardal Gadwraeth 

Penarth 

Listed Buildina Consent/ 

Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredia 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2014/01171 /LBC 

Proposah/Cynnig: 

Renovation/replacement of windows in grade II listed 
building 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 

The Old Vicarage, Wick Road, St. Brides Major 

Adeilad Rhestredig 

Grade II 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2015/00067/LBC 

Proposah/Cynnig: 

Install a retractable awning in rear yard 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 

The Market Place Restaurant, 66, High Street, 
Cowbridge 

Adeilad Rhestredig 

Grade II* 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2015/00124/LBC 

Proposah/Cynnig: 

The addition of a conservatory to the rear of the 
property enclosed in the courtyard. The replacement 
of the garage doors with glazed units construct an 
opening between the oak room and the vestibule 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 

Llansannor Court, Llansannor, 

Adeilad Rhestredig 

Grade 1 


Application(s) of General Interest/ 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2015/00026/FUL 

Proposah/Cynnig: Installation of a 2.2MW solar farm and associated 

infrastructure 

Location:/Lleoliad: Land at Court Farm, Treoes 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 

Gall 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 


2015/00075/FUL 

Redevelopment of the site for 47 dwellings, car 

parking and any associated works 

Ysgol Maes Dyfan, Gibbonsdown Rise, Barry 

May affect a Public Right of Wav/ 
effeithio ar Hawl Tramwy Cyhoeddus 

2015/00026/FUL 

Installation of a 2.2MW solar farm and associated 
infrastructure 

Land at Court Farm, Treoes 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 19 February, 2015 
M. Goldsworthy 

Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 
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Niamh wins battle 
for vital operation 


r ~ rv _ a 



which aimed to get enough in 
donations to fund the operation 
privately - over £16,000 has been 
raised. 

Mr Cairns also contacted the 
local health board to raise the 
issue over the need for Niamh to 
receive the operation before her 
10th birthday in December 2015. 

Mr Cairns said: “I am 
absolutely thrilled at the news that 
Niamh will get the much-needed 
operation in the spring. We have 
been working hard for several 
months to get the operation 
approved on the NHS. 

“The Hum family are a credit to 
the community - they have done 
an incredible amount of 
fundraising, and to see how happy 
the family were upon receiving the 
news is already a highlight of my 
year.” 


St Donat’s man wins the Vale 
of Glamorgan Hedging match 

THE Vale of Glamorgan 
Hedging match took 
place on Sunday, by 
permission of Tony 
Evans, Marcross Farm, 
and main sponsor for the 
day, Jonathan Edwards 
of Ty Newydd Farm, 

Sigginston. 

The overall winner was 
Lloyd Thomas of Splott 
Farm, St Donat’s; runner- 
up was Michael Thomas of 
Sutton Newydd, Llandow; 
and third place went to 
Martyn Webb of Penbwch 
Uchaf Farm, Pontypridd. 

RIGHT: judge Adam 
Llewellyn presents the 
shield to Lloyd Thomas. 

The Chinese ‘Year of the 
Sheep’ heralds good fortune 
for Ewenice and EweMove..! 

CELEBRATING the upcoming Chinese New 
Year, the rapidly growing sales and letting 
agent, EweMove, is set for more good fortune in 
2015. 

February 19 is the start of the Year of the Sheep and 
significantly for EweMove, it’s the year of the female, 
green sheep that people across the world will be 
celebrating! 

EweMove’s logo and company mascot is a friendly 
female green sheep called Ewenice, and all of their 
marketing has a strong sheep theme. 

The Year of the Sheep is a great coincidence and 
spells good fortune for this unique estate agency. 

EweMove directors Karen and Richard comments: 

“We were thrilled when we found out that 2015 was 
the Year of the Sheep, having had an amazing 2014, 
we are set up for even more in 2015.” 


A nine-year-old Barry 
primary school pupil has 
won her battle to undergo a 
£30,000 operation to help 
her walk. 

Niamh Hurn was in a race 
against time because the medical 
advice was that the procedure - 
selective dorsal rhizotomy - 
needed to be done before she was 
10 years old. 

The GEM featured Niamh’s 
plight four years ago. Her spinal 
condition has meant that her 
movement has had to be assisted 
and supervised. 

But that is about to change, and 
mum Michelle and dad Chris are 
thrilled. 

Michelle said: “Niamh and the 
family are really excited. The 
operation will mean she will be 


by GEM 
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much more independent and able 
to grow into a young lady. 

“We will be talking to Bristol 
Children’s Hospital on Wednesday 
or Thursday to get a final date. 

“When she goes in, it will be 
for two to three weeks. 
Fortunately, both of our employers 
are accommodating. 

“We want to thank Alun (the 
local MP) and his team - without 
them we couldn’t have achieved 
this.” 

Niamh will be one of the first 
children in Wales to undergo the 
surgery, which is being funded by 
NHS Wales. 

Mr Cairns had previously 
backed the Hum family campaign, 



ADVERTISEMENT 



ABOVE: Ewenice, EweMove’s green 
sheep, is expecting a busy 2015. 
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You too could become 
a ‘Dementia Friend’! 



DURING the first two weeks of 
February, I ran ‘Dementia 
Friends’ sessions for the 1st 
Llantwit Major Cubs and Scouts 
and made 22 Dementia Friends. 

A Dementia Friend is someone who has 
attended a one-hour information session 
and has committed to an action that will 
make the lives of people living with 
dementia a little better. 

Every action counts - spreading the 
word about dementia, spending time with a 
friend or family member who has dementia, 
recommending becoming a Dementia 


Friend to others. 

Dementia Friends is an Alzheimer’s 
Society-led initiative, funded by the 
Department of Health and the Cabinet 
Office. 

It aims to increase dementia awareness 
and change the way the nation thinks, talks 
and acts about dementia and is part of the 
Prime Minister's ‘Challenge on Dementia’. 
The target for the initiative is to make one 
million Dementia Friends across the UK. 
Currently, there are almost 900,000 
Dementia Friends. 

I became a Dementia Champion in May 
2014 - that means a volunteer who has 


undertaken additional Dementia Friends 
information briefings to be able to deliver 
the relevant sessions. 

Since May last year, I have delivered 16 
sessions and made 236 Dementia Friends. 
Throughout March and April this year I 
have more sessions planned and, hopefully, 
many more Dementia Friends to make. 

To find out more about the Dementia 
Friends initiative, go to 
dementiafriends.org.uk/ and consider 
becoming a Dementia Friend or Dementia 
Champion. 

By Carolyn Veal-Shaw - Dementia 
Champion, Cardiff and the Vale. 


Who wants to build what , and 
where , in the Vale of Glamorgan? 


Mr P Hicks - Plot 5, Craig yr 
Eos Avenue, Ogmore by Sea - 
Proposed construction of 
detached residential dwelling. 
Mrs Justine Harlow - 18 
Vennwood Close, Wenvoe - 
Single storey extension to rear 
and minor alterations. 

Mr Maurice Thompson - 110 
High Street, Barry - Change 
of use first and second floor to 
A2. 

Mr Martin Brewer - Old Lime 
Works, St Athan Road, 
Aberthaw - Proposed steel 
framed storage barn to store 
plant and feed. 

Dr PE Jones - Green way 
Farm, Bonvilston - Change of 
use of land to residential 
curtilage of Greenway Farm and 
conversion of barn and 
alterations to form ‘granny 
annexe’. 

Mr Robin Burge - 43 

Millbrook Road, Dinas 

Powys - Single storey side 
extension. 

Miss C Jones - Land at 
Twchwyn Garth, Llangan - 

Amendment to Consent 
2010/01073/FUL - change of 
location of arena in connection 
with stables at Twchwyn Garth, 
Llangan. 

Mr Roy Mohamed - St 
Markella, Station Road West, 
Wenvoe - Retention of 
boundary fence. 

Sunrise Renewables (Barry) 
Ltd - David Davies Road, 
Woodham Road, Barry - 
Outline application for a wood- 
fired renewable energy plant. 
Mr and Mrs Phil Dutfield - 57 
Brockhill Way, Penarth - 
Existing rear conservatory to be 
replaced with a single storey 
extension; new garage door and 
roof over to side with glazed 
canopy to rear. 

Mrs Dolan - Llantrithyd 
House, Llantrithyd Road, 
Llantrithyd - Erection of a 
timber conservatory. 

WS Jones and Son - Tyn Y 
Coed Farm, Bonvilston - 
Erection of an agricultural 


building. 

PREZZO pic - PREZZO, 16 
Windsor Road, Penarth - 

New projecting and fascia signs. 
Cadoxton Community Primary 
School - Cadoxton 
Community Primary School, 
Victoria Park, Cadoxton, 
Barry - To extend existing 
annexe building to Cadoxton 
Community Primary School. 

Dr Graham Givens - 
Kenswood, Kingswood Close, 
Ewenny - Erection of 
extensions, dormer, porch and 
detached garage. 

Dr Nicola Hall - Pentre Parc 
Farm, Llysworney, 

Cowbridge - Extension to 
existing bungalow. 

Mr Brandon Walters - 
Cowbridge Comprehensive 
School, Aberthin Road, 
Cowbridge - The construction 
of a single extension to the 
existing art block, a single 
storey extension to the existing 
dining hall/kitchen and a 
proposed new two-storey 
reception building within the 
grounds of Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School. 

Mrs Heather Brock - Church 
House, Fort Road, 
Lavernock - Proposed part 
single storey and part two storey 
extension/s to the existing 
dwelling to include: provision 
of new detached garage, internal 
reconfiguration/enabling works 
to existing dwelling and minor 
external works. 

Persimmon Homes East Wales - 
Ysgol Maes Dyfan, 
Gibbonsdown Rise, Barry - 
Redevelopment of the site for 
47 dwellings, car parking and 
any associated works. 

Mr James Law - St Nicholas 
House, St Nicholas 
Conversion of St Nicholas 
House and garage block into 
two semi-detached dwellings. 
Mrs Cheryl Edwards - 
Rosemount, Peterston Super 
Ely - Demolition of existing 
mono pitch rear single storey 
extension and replacement with 


a larger single storey extension 
with a combination of mono 
pitch and flat roof. 

Mr Mark Hewitson - 7 Port 
Road East, Barry - Two 
storey side extension. 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, 
Architects section - 20 

Crawshay Court, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major - New 
conservatory for storage of 
access equipment and up 
accessibility upgrades of 
external access to building. 

Mrs Norma Barber - The 
Briars, Parc Newydd, 
Treoes - Ground and first floor 
extension. 

Mr Peter Kirkup - Lower 
Lodge, Ewenny - Double 
garage and store. 

Mrs Jeanette Stroud - 1 Coed 
Mawr, Barry - Rear extension 
to provide ground floor disabled 
bathroom and day lounge. 

Mr BT Jones - 9 Park Road, 
Penarth - Alterations and 
extensions to existing dwelling; 
existing lean-to to be 
demolished. 

Mr C Owens - 15 Cae Gwyn, 
Penarth - Conversion of 
garage to habitable living space. 
Mr Toby Sullivan - 103 
Murlande Way, Rhoose - 
Raise levels at perimeter of rear 
boundary in line with existing 
ground level and construction of 
boundary wall and new fence. 
Mrs Paula Mason - The 
Rectory, 8 Ger y Llan, St 
Nicholas - Single storey rear 
extension. 

Mr and Mrs Collard - 2 Priory 
Gardens, Churchfields, 
Barry - Proposed single storey 
extension to rear to form sun 
room. 

Dr David Gareth Price - 14 
Clevedon Avenue, Sully - 
Alterations and extension to 
existing detached dwelling plus 
associated works. 

Ms Keeva Caoimhe - 13 
Leoline Close, Cowbridge - 
Retrospective permission for a 
single storey timber shed 
erected in rear of garden 


Nov/Dec 2014. For use 
ancillary to use of the domestic 
dwelling house. 

Mr Terry Kidd - 2 Robin Hill, 
Dinas Powys - Retrospective 
application for replacement of 
existing flat roof to garage and 
entrance lobby with new 
pitched roof. Roof materials to 
match those of the existing, with 
ridge and eave heights to be no 
higher. 

Mr Craig Macdonald - Ash 
Cottage, Ystradowen 
Change of use of existing 
building and store to provide 
residential accommodation. 

Mr Raymond Bolter - 27 Illtyd 
Avenue, Llantwit Major - 
Construction of rear extension 
consisting of kitchen area, 
dining area and cloakroom. 

Mr Guy Leach - The Old Post 
Office, 61-63 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge - Removal of 
conditions 16, 17 and 18 of 
planning permission 

2012/00455/FUL. 

Mr Roy Burston - Conifers, 
Old Rectory Drive, St 
Nicholas - T1 - Remove be tula 
pendula; T3 - reduce Lime by 
2.5m; T4 - fell pinus nigra. 
Subway Penarth Ltd - 5D 
Stanwell Road, Penarth - 
Installation of one ‘halo’ 
illuminated fascia sign and one 
externally illuminated 

projecting sign. 

Master Aneurin Skone - 105 
Plymouth Road, Penarth - 
Creation of a gateway and off¬ 
road parking space for a 
disabled person. 

Mr Mark Boland - 28A The 
Yard, Station Road, Penarth - 
Lawful use of workshop as B2 
use. 

Mr Michael Eddershaw - 
Llansannor Court, 

Llansannor - The addition of a 
conservatory to the rear of the 
property enclosed in the 
courtyard. The replacement of 
the garage doors with glazed 
units, construct an opening 
between the oak room and the 
vestibule. 



Pictured promoting the new Marie Curie Carers’ Cafe are helper service 
volunteers Lind Stephens and Elaine Philips, carer Margaret Pearce, 
and patient volunteer Chris Pearce. 


Marie Curie opens 
a new Carers’ Cafe 


THE Marie Curie hospice in 
Penarth is set to host a new 
Carers’ Cafe - for people 
caring for someone with a 
terminal illness. 

It will provide the opportunity for 
carers to meet in an informal setting 
and chat over a cake and a cuppa and 
the first session will be held on 
Tuesday, March 3 between 2pm and 
4pm, with subsequent sessions held on 
the first and last Tuesdays of every 
month. 

The cafe will be led by hospice staff, 
and will also be supported by a 
community nurse and a social worker. 

The initiative is part of the charity’s 
successful Caring for Carers project, 
funded by the Big Lottery Fund. 

Susan Court, who manages the 
three-year project, said: “We decided 


to introduce this new session after 
identifying a lack of social groups for 
carers in and around Cardiff and the 
Vale of Glamorgan. If you have an 
hour or two to spare, why not drop in? 
It’s free to attend and you don’t need to 
book in advance. 

“For Carers’ Cafe we want to create 
somewhere people can meet others and 
share their experience, find helpful 
information, or just have some time to 
themselves.” 

For more information about the 
Carers’ Cafe, please contact Sarah 
Johnson on 02920 426023 or email 
sarah Johnson @ mariecurie .org .uk. 

Further details about the support 
Marie Curie offers for carers can be 
found at 

www.mariecurie .org .uk/caringforcarer 
s. 


STUDENTS CATER 
FOR ROTARIAN 
GUESTS IN STYLE 



President-elect Paul Halsteadwith the Vale Mayor and Mayoress 
and catering students at Cardiff and Vale College. 


BARRY Rotarians 
and guests, 
including the 
Mayor and 
Mayoress of the 
Vale, Howard 
Hamilton and 
Margaret 
Hamilton, enjoyed 
a meal prepared 
and served by 
catering students of 
Cardiff and Vale 
College in the 
Glamorgan Suite of 
the Colcot Road 
Campus last week. 

President-elect Paul 
Halstead congratulated 
the students and paid 
tribute to the Vale and 
Barry Town councils for 
their continued support 
for the Rotary Club’s 
annual Fireworks Fiesta 
held on November 5. 

The club continues to 
make monthly donations 
to the local foodbank; 
plans are well in hand 
to celebrate St David’s 


Day with an early 
breakfast on Friday, 
February 27 at St 
Andrew’s Golf Club, 
and underprivileged 
children will be taken to 
Brean Sands in June, as 
part of Rotary’ Nation 
Kids Out programme. 


None of these events 
would be possible 
without the continued 
support of public, for 
which the Rotary Club 
of Barry is very 
grateful. 


JILL OSBORNE 


WHATS ON - In brief 

Family fun in Llantwit 

A FAMILY fun and craft fair is taking place at 
Llantwit Major Rugby Club on Saturday, 
February 21 from 12 noon to 4pm. 

Jam, pickles, chutneys from a ‘Bit of a Pickle’, 
and children’s activities including face painting, 
ceramics and crafts. 

Charity stalls for Welsh Horse and Pony Group 
and for Animal Welfare. 

First Responders ‘Irish Night’ 

LLANTWIT Major First Responder 
coordinators Liz and Byron Evans are running 
an ‘Irish Night’ charity evening for Welsh 
Hearts/Calonnau Cymru at the Duke of 
Wellington public house in Cowbridge on Friday, 
March 13 at 7.30pm. 

The band Henry Marten’s Ghost Band will be 
playing. Tickets for the event are £10 per person. 

This is the night before the Wales v Ireland 
match! If you require tickets contact Liz on 
Uzabethl3@hotmail.co.uk. 
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Planning procedure in 
Wales is ‘undemocratic 
and not fit for purpose’ 

new estates throughout the rural Vale. 

Many have been approved by the Vale Council 
despite vigorous objections from affected 
communities. 

In theory, the planning proposal process is open 
handed with all parties involved having the 
opportunity to present their plans, opinions and 
objections. The planning officer then prepares a 
report with a recommendation to the council 
planning committee, who have the statutory power 
to make the decision of approval or rejection. 

The proposer has the right of appeal against a 
rejection to the Welsh Government on any grounds, 
whereas objectors can appeal only if a procedural 
mistake has been made. 

The reality is somewhat different. The proposer 
is often a UK housing developer with vast financial 
resources. 

Their position is made more favourable by them 
offering financial payments to the council to fund 
projects which may or may not be connected with 
the planning proposal. 

These payments are euphemistically referred to 
as “Section 106 Agreements”. 

The position of the objectors is very different. 
The financial costs of employing professional 
consultants are borne by, in most cases, community 
councils with limited funds or private individuals. 

Their costs cannot be recovered, unlike the 
developers who hope to make a substantial profit 
on the sale of the housing development. 

There is also an option to submit a call-in 
request to Welsh Government. This must be done 
before the council issues its decision notice. 

Recent rural Vale call-in requests were rejected. 

There could be a Judicial Review. Costly - and 
even if successful the developer usually submits a 
revised application to restart the process. A topical 
example is Darren Farm, renamed in the new 
application “North West Cowbridge.” 

A complaint could be made to the council with a 
request for the decision process to be examined. 
They were judge and jury on the original decision. 
How can that same council be expected to act as 
appeal tribunal in a fair and reasonable manner? 

A complaint could be made to the Public Service 
Ombudsman, who refuses to intervene until the 
council has reviewed the matter. 

The existing planning procedure in Wales is not 
fit for purpose. It clearly favours the large housing 
developers whose influence over the process is 
unlimited. 

The system is undemocratic and in urgent need 
of change. 

Paul H Simpson, 

Colwinston. 

Hospital wait 
for a consultant 


I N their local election manifesto, 
prospective Labour councillors 
pledged that the Draft Local 
Development Plan prepared by the 
Conservatives would be re-visited. 

A new consultation would reflect the needs and 
desires of people living in the Vale. 

This pledge has been dishonoured. As at 
February 2015, no LDP is in place. Several 
landowners and large housing developers armed 
with professional advisers have exploited the 
situation by submitting planning applications for 

Enforce proper 
routes for 
HGV vehicles 


ANSWER IS TO 
LEARN WELSH! 

T HE anonymous person who has 
created a furore about Cowbridge 
being an “oasis of Englishness” etc 
is surely being racist? 

Also if someone wants to remain anonymous, 
does this not indicate that he/she is cowardly or 
lacks conviction? 

And why live in a country whose language you 
hate? I have learnt Welsh and love to speak it. 

Maybe Peter Reed from Barry (February 5) 
would like to do so? It would give him something 
to do, instead of moaning about everything Welsh! 

Diolch ynfawr, 

Ann Fisher, Miskin. 

Greens surge 
towards a 
fairer society 


MP and skipper 
check out GEM! 



VALE MPAlun Cairns met Wales captain Sam 
Warburton on the Friday before the squad left for 
Scotland - Sam was catching up on The GEM 
match report from the England game! 

Staff celebrate 

as they raise 
more than 


£4,000 for Ty 
Hafan charity 


rr- 
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Gareth Howells (left), general manager at 
Wessex Garages, and Matt Jones, digital sales 
executive at the dealership, celebrate raising 
money for Ty Hafan during 2013 and 2014. 


M Y sincere 
sympathies 
go out to the 
families of those 
individuals who were 
tragically killed in 
Bath recently after a 
heavy goods vehicle 
ploughed into them. 

Apparently, local 
residents had raised 
concerns for some time 
about the safety of such 
vehicles travelling 
through the busy and 
highly populated 
residential area. 

Perhaps this tragedy 
will act as an impetus 
for the Vale Council to 
take action before a 
similar tragedy strikes in 
Barry as a result of the 
construction traffic 
connected with the 
Waterfront development. 

Since the start of 
construction work at the 
Waterfront, I have 
noticed a significant 
amount of construction- 
related heavy goods 
vehicles travelling down 
Jenner Road, Pontypridd 
Road and Park Crescent. 

I understand that 
other local residents 
have noticed this too 
and raised concerns. 

This busy area, used by 
hundreds of pedestrians 
each day, predominantly 
parents and children 
attending Romilly 
School, is clearly not an 
appropriate route for 
construction traffic. 

My understanding is 
that the Vale Council 
planning department 
pre-empted these traffic 
issues by setting out a 
route that construction 
traffic is obliged to use 
as a condition of the 
planning consent 
granted to the 
developers. 

The approved route is 
via the Barry Docks 
Link Road and Cardiff 
Road (past the Dow 
Coming factory). The 


drivers of many of the 
heavy goods vehicles 
either are not aware of 
this condition or are 
choosing to ignore it. 

While such a 
planning condition is 
hard to enforce per se, 
the council can quite 
easily implement 
restrictions on heavy 
goods vehicles 
travelling through 
residential areas with an 
exception provided for 
vehicles which need to 
access those areas to 
make deliveries etc. 

A failure to adhere to 
such restrictions is a 
traffic offence, 
enforceable by the 
police. Park Crescent 
would be an obvious 
choice but the council 
should also think about 
a wider restriction in 
order to avoid the 
residential areas of our 
town becoming a rat mn 
for heavy goods 
vehicles. 

I am sure that most 
local residents, like 
myself, are in favour of 
the Waterfront 
development and 
delighted to see that 
work is finally in full 
flow. However, public 
safety must be 
paramount. My 
understanding is that the 
Waterfront development 
is due to mn for 10 
years. Constmction 
traffic will only increase 
as time goes on, and the 
council needs to act now 
to deal with the issue 
before tragedy strikes 
closer to home. 

(Name and address 
supplied.) 

• The GEM has 
informed the Vale 
Council of the issues 
raised in the letter 
and will publish a 
full response from 
the council next 
week. 


1 WAS taken into 
the Princess of 
Wales Hospital 
on Monday, 
February 10, 
arriving at 6pm, 
with a suspected 
heart attack. 

The ambulance 
arrived at the surgery 
within 15 minutes which 
was an excellent 
response time. 

I had blood and other 
tests within one hour, 
waited two hours for 
results, was told that I 
had to have a further 
blood test after another 
six hours, and that I had 
to stay overnight. The 
results of these came 
through at 4am. 


There were no 
available beds, so I had 
to sit in the waiting 
room for a total of 
fourteen and a half 
hours, which was until 
8.30am on Tuesday 
morning to see the 
consultant. 

The reason for this 
wait was that there are 
only junior doctors 
during the night and they 
are not capable of 
making decisions. 

I think that this is 
disgusting, it is quite 
obvious to me that this 
Assembly Government 
keeps changing the 
Health Minister, but is 
incapable of sorting our 
health service . 

Roy Jones, Cowbridge. 


GEM readers may 
be aware that, over 
the past six months 
or so, membership 
of the Green Party 
in England and 
Wales has more 
than doubled, with 
new members 
continuing to join 
daily. 

There are now over 
1,500 members in 
Wales. Within the Vale, 
membership has 
mirrored this increase, 
the number of members 
having risen from 25 to 
50 since November. 

For many new 
members this may be the 
first time they have 
joined a political party. 

They, and any other 
people interested in 
learning more of the 
Green Party and its 
policies, are invited to 
an evening meeting on 
Wednesday, February 25 
at 7.45pm, at the 


Bonvilston Reading 
Room, Bonvilston. 

As the Green Party 
candidate in the Vale, I 
will be happy to answer 
questions and to discuss 
policies, as well as 
meeting members and 
supporters who would 
be willing to help during 
the election campaign 
e.g. to distribute leaflets 
and attend hustings. 

The ‘Green surge’ in 
membership would 
suggest that an 
increasing number of 
people are deeply 
unhappy at the policies 
and performances of the 
main political parties, 
and are attracted by the 
Green Party’s message 
of the need for major 
change towards a fairer 
society. 

Alan Armstrong. 
Penarth 


STAFF at an award¬ 


winning car 

dealership in 

Cardiff are 

celebrating this 


month, after raising 
£4,052.20 for their 
Charity of the Year. 

The funds were raised 
for Ty Hafan by staff and 
customers at Wessex 
Garages on Hadfield 
Road throughout 2013 
and 2014. 

Gareth Howells, 
General Manager at 
Wessex Garages, 

explained: “Throughout 
the past two years we 
organised and took part 
in various activities to 
raise money for Ty 
Hafan. 

“Our most popular 
event in 2014 was our 
fundraising evening with 
the Cardiff Blues in 
December, during which 
£1,017.93 was raised. 
Our digital sales 
executive, Matt Jones, 
did an eight-hour static 
cycle challenge in June 
and raised £204 for the 
organisation. Matt was 
proactive with 

fundraising ideas and 
helped to organise the 
events so a thank you 
needs to go to him. 

“We would also like to 
thank our staff and 
customers for supporting 
the events and helping us 
raise a fantastic amount 
of money for Ty Hafan 
during the past two years. 
We have ended our 
support for the charity on 
a high. We are currently 
in the process of 
choosing another local 
charity to support in 
2015.” 

Ty Hafan offers 
comfort, care and support 
for life-limited children 
and young people in 
Wales. It is dedicated to 


improving the quality of 
life for the whole family 
free of charge. 

It was established in 
1999 and has helped 
more than 600 families 
who live with the reality 
that their children with 
life-limiting conditions 
may not reach the age of 
18. 

Eleanor Ryan, 

business and community 
fundraiser at Ty Hafan, 
said: “Wessex organised 
some fantastic 

fundraisers throughout 
the two years and also 
supplied us with four- 
wheeled support for 
some of our own events. 

“We would like to say 
a huge ‘thank you’ to all 
the staff and customers 
that made this donation 
possible. The final figure 
of £4,052.20 is amazing 
and will really help local 
families. 

“We take support right 
into the family home and 
are there to help families 
through every step of 
their unimaginable 
journey. For Ty Hafan to 
offer this unique service 
to families in Wales, we 
have to raise more than 
£3.7 million every year.” 

Wessex Garages is a 
privately-owned 
company that has outlets 
in Bristol, Cardiff, 
Gloucester and Newport. 
It specialises in new and 
used car sales across 
South Wales and the 
South West. 

For more information, 
please call Wessex 
Garages on Hadfield 
Road on 02921 677 650, 
visit 
www.wessexgarages .com 
, follow the company on 
Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/wessexg 
arages or log on to 
www.facebook .com/ 
wessexgarages. 


Work at Dyfan 
open space 

A resident who lives near Dyfan open space, 
Barry, which is to become a lagoon, as part of 
a flood prevention scheme, says she was 
concerned to hear that the Vale Council 
planned to recut undergrowth in the area. 

Tracey Abery explained: “We got a letter through 
on Friday to say recutting of undergrowth would 
start on Monday, February 23. I think it could be a 
waste of money. They cut the area last year. What are 
they going to cut? Hedges? Trees? They are going to 
dig the field out anyway. Added to that, the nesting 
season is almost upon us.” 

Phil Beaman of the Vale Council, said: “The work 
being undertaken at Dyfan Road simply involves 
cutting back any previously cleared areas that have 
regrown. This cutting back is being undertaken 
before the start of the nesting season so that it can go 
ahead without any disruption to nesting birds.” 


£30,000 facelift 

ELEVEN shops and businesses along Nolton 
Street, Bridgend are getting a fresh lick of paint 
to complement recent improvements to 
pavements and highways in Bridgend. 

Contractors appointed by Bridgend County 
Borough Council will begin work in the next 
fortnight. 

It is hoped that the £30,000 rejurbishments, which 
are being paid for from the council’s special 
regeneration fund, will encourage more people to 
come and shop in the town centre. 

CHORAL SOCIETY 

BARRY Choral Society will be joining Barry 
Ladies’ Choir and Barry Male Voice Choir to 
present a concert organised by Barry Town 
Council on February 27, at St Mary’s Church, 
Holton Road at 7pm. 

They invite the public, each Wednesday at 
Crossway Methodist Church between 7.30pm and 
9.30pm. For more information, contact Sheila on 
01446 748724, or Helen on 02920 531359. 
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From one student 
council to another! 


THIS week, the year-7 student council at 
Llantwit Major Comprehensive went to 5 
primary schools to speak to the year-6 student 
council. 

We visited Wick, Rhws, St Illtyd, Llanilltud 
Fawr and St Athan. We talked about 


Can you ease 
Jess’s fears? 

JESS, a three- 
year-old 
Alaskan 
Malamute, is 
bright and 

active, but has 
been under¬ 
socialised in her 
early years, 
leaving her 

worried with 
other dogs. 

Once she has 
made a friend, she 
plays very nicely, 
so we hope to find 
the right dog for he 
to live with. 

She’s lively, playful and loves her toys. It is 
essential that we find Jess an owner who is 
experienced in training dogs, and who can give her 
the exercise she needs to keep her happy and healthy. 

She can live with children over 14 years of age, 
and with a patient owner in the right home, she will 
make a loving companion. 

If you can offer Jess, or any of our dogs a home, 
call 01656 725219, or visit Dogs Trust Bridgend; we 
are open froml2-4pm every day, except Wednesday. 

LINDA FEAGAN 
(Supporter Relations Officer 
Dogs Trust Bridgend) 


transition and areas in which we can improve 
it. We also planned a year 6 and 7 transition 
disco and we asked for their opinions. 

I enjoyed speaking to the different schools 
and I thought it was good fun. 

by Bethan Roberts (year-7) 


MEMBERS of the 
Vale Youth Service's 
Rights Ambassadors 
project are planning 
workshops to enhance 
young people and 
adults' knowledge of 
the United Nations 
Convention on the 
Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC). 

“Over the course of 
the last three months, 
young people have 
completed a level two 
Agored Cymru unit 
about the UNCRC, so 
that they are fully 
equipped with the 
knowledge they need 
to develop workshops," 
a spokesperson said. 

Headteacher 
has VIP date 
at Number 10 

BARRY 

headteacher, Clare 
Lewis, recently 
attended a 
reception for 
teachers hosted by 
the Prime Minister 
at 10 Downing 
Street. 

Miss Lewis, from All 
Saints Primary School, 
was nominated to attend 
the reception by Vale 
MP Alun Cairns. 

He said: “I was 
delighted to have had 
the opportunity to 
nominate and join Clare 
at the reception in 
honour of teachers 
doing excellent work 
around the country. 

“I have visited All 
Saints Primary many 
times now, and have 
always been impressed 
with how the school 
operates.” 

Prime Minister David 


GEM 

SPORTS 

EXTRA 



Margaret Thomas and Sian 
Lovell, with Helen. 


Skip Helen 
drives in 
at Cottrell 



Helen with Sara Alexander, Mary Watkins and 
Maureen Bowen. 


ON a cold frosty 
morning the new 
ladies’ captain of 
Cottrell Park, 

Helen Poole, did an 
incredibly long 
straight drive, 
watched by many 
of the ladies. 

The prize for the flag 
nearest where the ball 
had landed was won by 
Madeleine John. Then 
30 ladies played a nine 
hole competition with 
the best two out of three 
scores to count - this 
was won by Toots Plant, 
Sian Lovell and 
Margaret Thomas with 
36 points, with Mary 
Watkins, Sara Alexander 
and Maureen Bowen 
second with 32 points. 

More ladies then 
joined for an excellent 
lunch where Helen 
welcomed every one, 
and she presented prizes 
to the ladies who won 
the competition. She is 
looking forward to her 
year in office. 

She then presented 
Janet Cosby, past ladies’ 
captain, with a gift from 
all the ladies. The new 
diary with all the events 


WORKSHOPS WILL FOCUS 
ON CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 




CLARE LEWIS. 

Cameron said: “With 
such dedicated and 
inspiring teachers in our 
schools I know we can 
ensure our children get 
the best chance to 
succeed. 

“It was an honour to 
celebrate their 
commitment at this 
reception.” 



Madeleine Johns. 


for the coming year was 
distributed and it is 
hoped it will be a good 
year weather-wise. 

CB 



The student council 
has been kept busy! 
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ABOVE: Gareth Long with match ball sponsor 
Rebecca Skinner ofRS Podiatry. 

Saints 

demolish 

Builders 


BARRY SAINTS 
progressed to the 
next round of the 
Cup with a 5-1 
victory over a good 
John Davey 

Builders side on a 
very tricky pitch. 

Saints took the lead 
through Darren 

Townsend and had 
Gareth Hegarty to thank 
in goal allowing them to 
go into halftime 1-0 up. 

Saints added another 
goal through Townsend, 
after a great cushioned 
header by Nathan 
Williams set him up, but 
the Builders grabbed a 
goal after a short goal 
kick was pounced upon. 

Saints then made a 
few changes which 


worked in their favour 
and Michael Evans came 
on and turned provider 
for Nathan Williams 
after a perfect through 
ball over the defence left 
Williams to smash the 
ball home. 

Williams then put 
Townsend through one 
on one for the Saints 
talisman to unselfishly 
lay the ball off for Evans 
to tap in to the empty 
net. 

Ashley Ashill finished 
the scoring, converting a 
one on one through the 
keeper’s legs. 

Special thanks to 
Rebecca Skinner of RS 
Podiatry for sponsoring 
the match ball. 

GL 


RHOOSE 
ROVERS GO 
DIRECT! 


SINCE the 
successes of last 
season, Rhoose 
Rovers FC look like 
they are on the up. 

They have moved up 
to a higher division, 
after completing the 
double of Division Two 
champions 2013-14 and 
Dockers Cup winners 
2014. 

The increase in 
standard has no doubt 
been a challenge for the 
Rovers, alongside a large 
absentee list in the 
opening few months of 
the season. However, 
with improvements on 
both the injury and 
absentee list, it looks 
like the Rovers are 
challenging at the right 
end of the table and will 
be hoping to recapture 
the form that saw them 
complete the double last 
season. 

Signings were made 
in January but the most 
crucial signing was the 
securing of major 
sponsor Go Direct. 

The company, started 
by Craig Trickett, offers 
high level tuition for 
anyone looking to obtain 
their driving licence. The 
company has grown so 
much in a short space of 
time, spreading across 
Cardiff and the Vale and 
can only continue to 


grow in the future. 

Go Direct School of 
Motoring has been one 
of the main catalysts 
behind the Rovers’ 
success this season and 
hopefully for many 
seasons to come. 

The club would also 
like to say massive 
thanks to John Black 
(match ball), K.R. 
Building Services and 
the Cambrian (formerly 
known as the Flying 
Club) for their continued 
support over the last few 
years - the club wouldn’t 
function without you all. 

This Saturday sees the 
Rovers push towards a 
second visit to Jenner 
Park as they face 
Cadoxton Athletic in the 
Divisional Cup at 2pm at 
Ceri Road, and they 
have an outside chance 
of challenging for 
promotion if injuries are 
kept to a minimum. 

If there are any 
potential 

sponsors/players that are 
interested in helping the 
development of the club, 
please get in contact 
with one of our current 
players/coaches. New 
sponsors can help by 
sponsoring a match ball 
or by sponsoring 
training/match kit. 

AB 
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Local building society 
come to the rescue of 
club hit by thieves 



THE Principality Building Society “We are so grateful to the Principality for fantastic gesture. We are so thankful to 
came to the rescue of Maesteg helping us replace the kit. When our kit got them for their support.” 

Park Football Club after hearing + " W 

money to buy a new one. 


that thieves stole a full set of new 
football shirts and water bottles. 

The society, which has a branch in 
Maesteg, stepped in to help the team and 
provided them with new kit. 


stolen we weren’t sure what to do as it Rut h Davies, Principality Building 
would have taken a while for us to get the Society . s Maesteg branch manager , sai d: 


“But straightaway we had a call from 


“We were delighted to be able to help 


Principality saying they would replace Maeste S Park Fc in their hour of need > as 
them and they also stated that the new kit the team is an important part of the 
should have the original sponsors, Gam community not only for the players but for 


Andrew Jones, first team manager, said: Stores, emblazoned on the front, which is a the people around the town.” 


Mynydd Cynffig Primary’s win 
in schools netball tournament 


MYNYDD 
CYNFFIG Junior 
School’s netball 
team triumphed at 
the Bridgend 

county borough 
primary school 
championships, 
held recently in the 
Ogmore Valley Life 
Centre. 

Organised in 

partnership by BCBC’s 
active young people’s 
department and Welsh 
Netball, the one-day 
tournament saw a total of 
28 matches played by 
boys and girls from 
schools across the county 
borough. 

The winners were 

closely followed by atm0 sphere and so 
Plasnewydd Primary ^ uch taJen *’_ definitely 
who took second place, some future stars! Itw / S 
and West Park Primary, als0 t0 see b 

who came tard. competing. 

T? “I think netball offers 

was Wales and Celtic ^ ideal rtunit for 

Dragons star Kelly both ^ 

Morgan, who posed for we>11 hopefu i ly Ve i ots 
photographs and signed more ^ ^ Well 

autographs for the young done schools 



players. 

Kelly, from Maesteg, 
said: “It was wonderful 
to see the youngsters 
playing 


Send your 
news and 
reports to: 
gemeditorial 
@tindlenews 
.co.uk 


involved.” 

Both Mynydd Cynffig 
and Plasnewydd will 
now progress through to 
e the Glamorgan Valleys 
final, in April at the 
University of South 
Wales. They will battle 
with the top two teams 
from Merthyr and 
Rhondda Cynon Taff for 
the opportunity to reach 
the Welsh finals at 
Sophia Gardens in May. 


PORTHCAWL JUNIOR 
RUGBY ROUND-UP 


Youth side 
through to 
Welsh Bowl 
semi-finals! 


PORTHCAWL Youth moved 
on to the semi-finals of the 
Welsh Bowl Competition after 
a bruising game at Graig Parc 
against Penygraig, winning 5- 
3 . 

The home team started off well and 
immediately put pressure on the 
Porthcawl defence. Egged on by a 
large partisan crowd, Penygraig kept 
the ball tight but Porthcawl managed 
to absorb the pressure, knocking back 
the home ball carriers with some big 
hits. 

However, as the game progressed 
the away team began to use their pace 
and were unlucky on several occasions 
not to cross the try line. 

The game soon turned into a stale 
mate only to be broken with a penalty 
kick to Penygraig. 

The second half was pretty much a 
carbon copy of the first with both sides 
committing themselves manfully in an 
effort to gain control of the game. 

As legs began to get tired on the 
heavy pitch, gaps in the defensive 
lines began to appear. Porthcawl’s 
Ollie Banner took advantage of this 
and a scything break from the outside 
half saw him cut through a gap to link 
with centre Jacob Thomas who scored 
an unconverted try wide out. 

This was the only score of the half 
with Porthcawl running out as 
deserved winners. 

It was also pleasing that the referee 
took time after the game to 
compliment the young Seaweeds upon 
their attitude, stating that it was, in his 
opinion, their discipline that won them 
the game. 

CHRIS WINTLE 

UNDER-12s 

Porthcawl 20, Cowbridge 5 - try 
scorers Ollie 2, Aaron and Rohan. 

UNDER-10s 

Porthcawl 50, Maesteg Celtic 20 - 
try scorers Luke Roberts (4), Josh 
Woodbridge (2), Stefan Yardley (2), 
Jack Olding, Rhys. 

UNDER-8s 

PORTHCAWL 5 MAESTEG 
CELTIC 11 
PORTHCAWL 13 
LLANHARAN 11 

We were again slow at getting our 
game going in the first game against 
Maesteg. 


We stood off Maesteg’s strong 
runners and time and time again they 
were breaching our defence, allowing 
them to score at will. Our low tag 
count from whole team sums up our 
defence at the moment 

One player who didn’t take a 
backward step and stood out in 
defence was Ben, who previously 
stood static or drifted backwards, but 
not today and for the second week 
running was fearless, showing great 
line speed and closing the gaps and 
holding the line all day. 

Well done Ben for winning top 
tagger with 11 tags, with special 
mention in defence going to Dewi 
(15), Rose (11), Piers (10) and Oscar 
(9). Other players playing without fear 
were Lewis and Brody who picked up 
the making a difference and individual 
effort awards respectively. 

With Lewis scoring four tries and 
Brody with three they put in a strong 
all round performance running great 
attacking lines, who were followed 
closely by Rose who again dominated 
the defensive line and ran some 
excellent lines but was unlucky not to 
get on the scoreboard. 

Against Llanharan both teams 
played a different style of rugby 
looking to exploit the space and pass 
the ball along the line before the tag, 
which for me was shown in try of the 
day. 

It started with Ben, who stepped off 
his left foot and then his right moving 
the defence from left to right before 
drawing in the defence and passing to 
Theo, who looked up and with only 
two players to beat passed to Dewi 
into space who had a free run into the 
corner. 

Other players putting in a shift in 
this game were Piers and Oscar, both 
scoring two tries apiece, with Piers 
throwing himself into a great try- 
saving tackle. 

This week we are home again to 
Pencoed and then a weekend off. 

Try scorers: Lewis (4), Ryan, Brody 
(3), Piers (2), Oscar (2), 

Dewi (6). 

ROB HOOPER 

UNDER-7S 

Porthcawl 18, Maesteg Celtic 6; 
Porthcawl 18, Cwmavon 8. 

Player awards went to James Owen 
(man of the match), Sam Davies and 
Adam Kelly (achievement awards). 

GERAINT EVANS 


GOOD WEEK FOR CHESS TEAMS 


ON Monday, the Barry Chess Club had 
two matches. 

The Camelots took on local rivals Penarth 
Pirates, with the Quarks entertaining St Johns' 
College Leptons. 

Both matches ended with 4-1 victories for Barry, 
and of the 10 boards in action we only lost one 
game so it was a good night all round. 

The pick of the games featured Pagona 
Mavroyenneas. Over the past two weeks her father 
Nick has obtained good results and this time it was 
daughter Pagona's turn. 

In the opening she won a pawn but, being a 
generous player she soon found herself a piece 
down. However there were a number of players 
milling around who were willing her to find a 
winning move. 

She had an opportunity but failed to spot it, 
however her opponent also failed to spot it. The 
second time she found the move to record her first 
ever win in the league - well done Pagona. 

Later in the week, the Bosons traveled to Cardiff 


to take on league leaders the Cardiff Castles. 

In a reversal of fortune the Bosons earned a 3.5- 
1.5 win; this moves the Bosons up to fourth. 

More importantly the Camelots have gained 
ground on the Castles and move up to second, only 
1.5 points behind. Also of note here a new but 
experienced player to Barry, Matthew Davies, 
played his first games for us in both the Bosons and 
Camelots matches recording a win in both. 

The fourth round of the Club Championships 
also took place this week. 

It was a good night to be playing black on the 
top boards and the championship is surely now a 
three-way fight between Ashley Davis, Craig 
Woolcock and Mat Parry. 

The 2014 champion, Lee Davis is putting up a 
title defence reminiscent of Manchester United 
during the David Moyes era! 

Unbeaten Windsor Lewis holds on to his lead in 
the plate on tie-break from Chris Green, while 
Dave Mahoney holds a slight edge over Nick 
Mavroyenneas in the battle for the Bowl (assuming 


Windsor is destined for greater glory). 

On the night both Windsor Lewis and Stephen 
Bonutto drew games against players graded around 
300 points higher than them. 

The Barry Chess Club meets at 7.30pm each 
Monday at the West End Club, St. Nicholas Road, 
Barry CL62 6QY. 

The club is open to players of all standards; 
whether you are interested in playing competitive 
chess or just the occasional friendly games. 

New players are very welcome to just turn up on 
the night but if you contact one of the club 
members through the website we can explain what 
is happening on the night you have in mind, and 
arrange for someone to greet you on your arrival. 

For more details visit our website at 
barrychessclub .yolasite .com . 

PHIL JONES 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5:00PM 25 February 2015 


homes^u 

HOTLINE 

01446 709840 


BERRY COURT, LLANTWIT MAJOR ■ CADOC CRESCENT, BARRY 


Vale of Glamorgan Council | Hafod Housing Association Newydd Housing Association 


Wales and West Housing Association 


H4U reference 233451 

Suitable for a family 
meeting the maximum 
occupancy requirement 

• Two-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £102.04 per week 
including water charges 



H4U reference 203327 

Suitable for a family 
meeting the maximum 
occupancy requirement 

• Four-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £108.79 per week 
including water charges 


CYNAN CLOSE, BARRY 


DUNLIN COURT, BARRY 



H4U reference 206575 

Suit for a single person 
or couple over 55 

• One-bedroom bungalow 

• Central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Community alarm 

Rent £98.26 per week 
inc water & alarm chgs 



Preference given to 
medical applicants 


ELM GROVE, BARRY 


GWENOG COURT, BARRY 



H4U reference 209589 

Suit for a single person 
or couple over 55 

• One-bedroom bungalow 

• Central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £97.53 per week inc 
water & alarm chgs 



H4U reference 210693 

Suit for a single person or 
couple over 60 - no pets 

• One-bedroom flat 

• First floor (lift) 

• Central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Warden 

Rent £118.14 per week 
inc water & warden chgs 


PHILIPPA FREETH COURT, BARRY ■ REDLANDS AVENUE, PENARTH 



H4U Reference 980626 

Suit for a single person or 
couple over 50 - no pets 

• One-bedroom flat 

• Lwr ground floor (no lift) 

• Gas central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Parking 

• Communal gardens 
Rent £105.61 per week 
inc service & water chgs 



H4U reference 243183 

Suit for a single person or 
couple over 55- no pets 

• One-bedroom flat 

• First floor 

• Central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Warden and alarm 
Rent £102.93 per week 
inc water & warden chgs 


Are you a council tenant who has been 
affected by the bedroom tax? 


Would you like to discuss the options available to you? 
If so, call our Money Advice Line on 01446 709312 
for constuctive, impartial advice. 

This number is not a biddling line for properties advertised in this advert. 


You must be a HOMES4U member to apply for any 
of these homes. 

When bidding for more than one property you will be 
asked to state your order of preference. 

All descriptions and other details are given in good faith 
and are believed to be correct but any potential tenant 
should satisfy themselves as to their correctness. 
Newydd is a charitable housing association. 


r CAMPBELL COURT, BARRY ^ 

i •' 

H4U Reference 1029501 


Suit for a single person or 


couple over 40 - no pets 

M i 1 

• One-bedroom flat 


• Second floor (no lift) 

»L 

• Gas central heating 

•U L II. 

• Double-glazing 


• Parking 


• Communal door 


Rent £83.28 per week 


inc service & water chgs 



ELIS FISHER COURT, BARRY 


H4U reference 983379 

Suitable for a family 
meeting the maximum 
occupancy requirement 

• Three-bed maisonette 

• Double glazing 

• Gas central heating 

• Parking 

Rent £90.71 per week 
including service charges 



HADLEY HOUSE, PENARTH 



To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 
HOMES4U@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
or apply in writing to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Visible Services and Housing 
Civic Offices Holton Road, Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AL 


CASTLELAND STREET, BARRY 

H4U reference 110831 

Suitable for a family 
with one child 

• Two-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Gardens 


Rent £96.09 per week 


ELIZABETH AVENUE, BARRY 


H4U reference 209345 

Suitable for a family 
meeting the maximum 
occupancy requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £101.61 per week 
including water charges 


LENNOX GREEN, BARRY 


H4U reference 214807 

Suit for a single person or 
couple over 55- no pets 

• One-bedroom flat 

• Ground floor 

• Central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Community alarm 
Rent £95.17 per week inc 
water & alarm chgs 


H4U Reference 1026308 

Suit for a single person or 
couple over 55 - no pets 

• One-bedroom flat 

• First floor (lift) 

• Economy 7 heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Parking 

• Scheme co-ordinator 
Rent £107.97 per week 
inc service & water chgs 



H4U reference 242672 

Suit for a single person or 
couple over 55- no pets 

• One-bedroom flat 

• First floor 

• Central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Community alarm 
Rent £93.91 per week 
inc water & alarm chgs 


ST LUKES AVENUE, PENARTH 




H4U reference 245466 

Suitable for a family 
meeting the maximum 
occupancy requirement 

• Two-bedroom flat 

• Ground floor 

• Central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Communal gardens 
Rent £88.17 per week 
including water charges 




WARWICK WAY, BARRY 



H4U reference 2060573 

Suitable for a family 
meeting the maximum 
occupancy requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £105.82 per week 
including water charges 


_ 

Address 

Bids 

Band 

Reg. 

Cwm Parc 

14 

Bronze 

03/09/14 

Dale Court 

6 

Gold 

26/11/14 

Eagleswell Road 

17 

Silver 

21/01/14 

Hunt Place 

29 

Silver 

25/10/13 

Lloyd Avenue 

77 

Gold 

03/10/14 

Nightingale Place 

26 

Gold 

15/05/14 

Peterswell Road 

21 

Silver+ 

28/10/14 

Queens Road 

32 

Silver 

20/06/13 

St Lukes Avenue 

26 

Gold 

23/09/14 

Tensing Terrace 

29 

Gold 

19/11/14 

Ty Ffynnon 

16 

Silver+ 

10/06/14 


Cardiff i. 
S.Va4e JJ 


aO 


homebwapper 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 

j&t Wl ft newydd © HL 

BRO MORGANNWG HAFOD Housing 


Wales & West 




















Thursday February 19th, 2015 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 29 


Le Pouligien Way, Llantwit Major 



Four-bedroom town house available 

The Rent First scheme is aimed at aspinng home owners 
who are In a financially stable position, but are unable 
purchase a house doe to a lack of a mortgage deposit. 

Tenants will save for their deposit on the mortgage while 
they are renting and be able to purchase the properly 
after a period of three years. 


Rent Now, Buy Later 
No deposit required 

First time buyer? 

Want to own your own home? 
Unable to afford market prices? 

Look no furthor - home ownership 
could be within your reach. 


Eligible applicants wil: 

• have lived or worked in the Vale of Glamorgan for a 
minimum of six months; 

• be first time buyers; 

• be able to afford the rent of El 73.08 per week and to 
save for a deposit: and 

• not exceed the maximum household income included 
m the frequently-asked questions. 


F*riorrty will be given to applicants who have a local connection to Uantwit Mayor and the surrounding communities. 
Additiona nformation is available at: www.vaieofglamorgan.gov.uk 


For an application pack contact Housing Strategy by telephone on <01446) 
709476, or by e-mail at housingstrategyWvaleofglamorgan.gov.uk. 


4 Anewydd Q 


ft 


STEVE 

NICHOLLS 

estate agents 


Properties needed in all areas for waiting clients. 

Reduced selling fee with this advert! 



FIELDVIEW ROAD 

• Modern semi 
Quiet cul-de-sac 
overlooking park. 

• Double glazing, gas 
central heating, garage, 
3 bedrooms, 

• Vacant, no chain 

£134,777 


MILLWARD ROAD 

* Ideal for first time buyer 

* 2 double bedroom, mid 
terraced property 

* Quiet residential area of 
Barry, close to shops and 
train station 

_• No forward chain 

£119,950 



ALWEN DRIVE 



Modem detached 
Popular residential 
development, close to 
local amenities 
4 good bedrooms 
Conservatory, private 
rear garden, off road 
parking. 

Needs updating 
No chain 


£229,950 



GER-Y-LAN 

Executive, detached 
Quiet cul-de-sac in St 
Nicholas in the Vale 
4 bedrooms, master 
ensuite, 3 recep rooms, 
double garage, garden 
No forward chain 

£425,000 


HIGH STREET 



• Investment opportunity 

• 3 storey property with 
shop/living accomodation 
on ground floor & 2 
storey flat with 3 beds 

• Well maintained, 
gas central heating, 

UPVC double glazing 

• Vacant, forward chain 


£179,950 


WINIFRED AVENUE 

• Good size semi 

• Ideal family property 

• 3 good bedrooms 

• Maintenance free 
gardens with off road 
parking 

£124,950 


SEVERN AVENUE 

• Modern 3 bedroom 

• End link property 

• Popular residential 
estate 

• Ideal for a first 
time buyer/investor 

£ 120,000 



MALLORY CLOSE 



’ Modem mid link 
1 Popular development in 
St Athan 

1 Within driving distance 
of Barry and Llantwit 
Major 

’ Gas central heating, 
UPVC double glazing 
1 Vacant, no forward chain 


£89,950 


THE PARADE, DESA FINADO 

Unqiue, rare 
oppornunity 
Spanish style detached 
Sought after area - 
The Knap 

Views across the Lake 
& Somerset Coast 

£645,000 



BUTTRILLS ROAD 

Reduced 

Rare opportunity 
Unique detached 
period-style property 
Spacious, 4 beds, 

2 reception rooms, 
good sized garden 
in the heart of Barry 

£270,000 




CASTLE ROAD, RHOOSE 

* Traditional semi 

* In need of total 
refurbishment 

* Viewing by 
appointment only 

* No chain 
(SIMILAR PROPERTIES REQUIRED) 


WOODHAM PARK 

* Large modern 
detached 

* In a quiet cul-de-sac 
on a popular residential 
development 

* Outskirts of Barry 
(SIMILAR PROPERTIES REQUIRED) 



CHURCHFIELDS 

• Superb opportunity 

• Beautifully maintained 
1 Oak doors & floors, 

conservatory 
» 3 or 4 bedroom 
1 Popular residential 
estate 
» No chain 

(SIMILAR PROPERTIES REQUIRED) 



QUEEN STREET 

• Ideal for a first time 
buyer/investor 

• Totally refurbished 

• No forward chain 

• Viewing recommended 
(SIMILAR PROPERTIES REQUIRED) 



HEOL CLIFFRYDD 

1 Ideal for a first 
time buyer/investor 
• Large, ground floor 
> Lounge/kitchen, 
master bedroom 
with en-suite. 

' Vacant. No chain 

(SIMILAR PROPERTIES REQUIRED) 



Free Valuations • No Sale No Fee Contract • Out of Hours Appointments 

01446 735175 

15 HIGH STREET, BARRY, VALE OF GLAMORGAN CF62 7EA 

www.steve-nicholls.com 
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Holton Koac 
Barry 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF634HN 


GROVE ESTATES 



■ There are no estate agent fees to pay 

■ We’ll arrange two independent valuations 

■ We give you fair market value for your current home 

■ Stay in your current home until your new home is ready 

Reflections 0 The Quays, Y Rhodfa, Barry CF63 4BF 
4 bedroom homes from €221,000 to £260,000 
Sales office open 7 days a week 


YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE OR ANY OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


BAR R ATT 


-HOMES- 


barratthomes.co.uk 

0844 811 35 35 


Offer available on selected plots only. Terms and conditions apply. See website for details, subject to contract and status. Prices correct at time of going to press if mentioned. *Any offer made to purchase your existing home will be based on a sale 
within 8 to 10 weeks. 
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Boverton Brook, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Garage 
No Chain 


£219,950 



Crawshay Drive, Boverton 

2 Bedrooms 
First Floor Flat 
Requires Work 


Guide Price £35,00C 



Flanders Road, Llantwit Major 

6 Bedrooms 
3 Receptions 
Impressive Period Home 


£649,950 




Eagleswell Road, 
Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Receptions 
Detached Garage 


£259,000 


Gian Y Mor, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 

_ Garage _ 


£279,950 


llltyd Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Kitchen/Diner 
85' Garden 


£169,950 


Monmouth Way, Boverton 

3 Bedrooms 
Detached Garage 
Rarely Available 


£189,950 



Heol Pentre'r Felin, 
Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms, Detached 
Rarely Available 


£275, 000 D60 



Nicholl Court, Boverton 

2 Bedrooms 
Kitchen/Diner 
Ideal FTB 


£95,000 D 59 



Rectory Road, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
74' Garden 


£299,950 D58 



Fairfield Rise, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
132' Garden 
Detached Annex 


£285,000 D56 



PUBLIC NOTICE 


Elm Grove, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Kitchen/Diner 
No Chain 


£94,950 


Llanmaes Road, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 

High Specification Kitchen 
Family Home 


£335,000 



NOTICE OF OFFER 
11 Flint Avenue, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major, CF61 2GH. 

We advise that an offer has been 
made for the above property in the 
sum of £100,000. Any persons 
wishing to increase on this offer 
should notify the agents of their best 
offer prior to exchange of contracts. 



Highmeadow, Llantwit Major 

3 Bed Dormer 
GCH Combi 
Refurbished 2012 


£239,950 



£104,950 D 67 I £315,000 F36 



Fitzhamon Avenue, 
Llantwit Major 

Building Plot, 4 Beds, 2 Recps 
Detached 


£85,000 



Boverton Court, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, Extended 
Popular Location 


£179,950 D58 


Pinar de Campoverde, 
Costa Blanca South 


nit 


m 1U;, 



3 Bed 2 Bath Detached Villa, 
Golf 5 mins, beach 10 mins, 
airport 20 mins 

£103,000 

Paul on freephone 0800135 7503 
or email spain@chris-davies.co.uk 


WANTED 


3 bedroom semi-detached houses 

in Wimboume Close, Tresilian Close, 
Cambrian Avenue etc 

3 bedroom semi detached houses in St Illtyds Fields 
2 & 3 bedroom houses in Pentre’r Cwrt 
3 & 4 bedroom properties required for Rhoose 

Call Matt on 01446 791961 
matthew Jdngston @ chris-davies .co .uk 



Crawshay Drive, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
2013 Kitchen/Diner 
2013 Porch 


£139,950 E46 


Rhoose 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Coed-Y-Capel, Barry 

2 Bedrooms, 
Wardrobes, 

Shower. 

E52 (Band C) 

£650 PCM 

Fonmon Park Road, 
Rhoose 

3 Bedrooms, 

Shower, 

Garage 

E50(Band D) 

£650 PCM 

Llys Dwynwen, 
Llantwit Major, 

2 Bedrooms, 
Driveway, 

Shower 

D66 (Band C) 

£550 PCM 

Coming Soon... 

3 Bedroom, St Athan 
property with drive 
and garage 


IMPORTANT CHANGES 
for PRIVATE LANDLORDS! 
Mandatory licensing in 
Wales will go ahead 
For full details visit the news 
tab on our website; chris- 
davies.co.uk or speak to our 
ARLA qualified lettings 
manager Claire 01446 791966 


Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

Call Dawn today to book a viewing 
01446 791967 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


chris-davies.co.uk 
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Is Your Renal Installer ’ 
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ONI VISION ARE! 


Transform your living space and add timeless 
style with plantation shutters by Solar 


CoJI now & gef 1 5% oM ocrois ronge. 


CAff smf 


A ■ 




as 


Call Paul Williams 

I 01446 439 30«^??fffi!Tn016S6 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 
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Sorry Bridgend 

01446 438103 01656 349473 

BUNDS * AWMMGS ♦ CANOPIES • MOfOtflSATION 


THE AERIAL MAN (Barry) 

r* mmi m -— 



IOf44S43> 126 or 07918 413461} 




Aenals 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331 160 
or Barry 01446 743267 
v _ www.lst-digital.co.uk _ 




MASONWISEI 
BUILDERS 

• 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


tP> STANTON 

CONSTRUCTION 
All building work covered 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Rendering 

• Driveways 

• Guttering 

• Chimneys 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Bathrooms 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Stairlifts 

• All Electric Work 

01446 489368 


MIKE ANDERSON 

(Builders extraordinaire) 


Experts in Listed Buildings 


• Renovations 
• Slate & Roof Tiling 
• Timber Framed Houses 

• Bam or Loft Conversions 

• Conservatories 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Wetrooms and all invalidity 
Bathrooms & Showers 


01656 771870 / 07976 720368 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 

t SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 

TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07974065096/01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J557 COVERING ALL AREAS J557 




l^C.R.JOSE 2* 

i CHIMNEY SWEEP * 


HETA REGISTERED 


WOOD & MULTIFUELED STOVES 
SERVICED, INSTALLED & REPAIRED. 
Bird guards fitted. 

Telephone: 01446 792735 ~ Estl965 ~ 





* BLIND SALE! 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 


Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 



S«C*D 

Carpentry 

We will beat any 
‘like for like’ 
kitchen quote. 
Free Design Service 
• Doors 

• Laminate Floors 
All aspects of m . 
Carpentry 

07737 291444 or 
01446 748164 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 


J 'N 01446 420784 
J 07970 642537 

www.banyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 



The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


yJasjjjjjiil 


GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 




TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


1st 
CHOICE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 
DOMESTIC CLEANING 
LEATHER CLEANING 
ONE-OFF HOUSE CLEANS 



Professional, 

Reliable, Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

Plus... _ 

Stain & Odour Removal 
FREE with carpet clean 

07930157952 



HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fx, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 333330 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 


<Z Dsjj'paju: 


VfiLE CARPETS 


f comet it you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 


Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


The Carpet & Vinyl Service 


Real prices • Real value • Real service 

We take pride in 
our work & offer 
the best prices 

Call Gordon on 07990 582686 
www.thecarpetservice.net 


□ 


For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


To advertise on this page please call 
Eileen on 07891 690791 or email 

eileen§tindlenews.co.uk 
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WWW 

decoratingand 

design.com 


w remaie run 
business 
w Interior painting 
& wall papering 
service 


Phone Joy on 

07754 809090 


|D.GULLIVER B S:r1 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


0 All Internal & External Work 
0 No Job too Small 
0 35 Years Experience 
0 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 404506 
Mobile: 07914 056255 


Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 

**.«nS* 


07891 965150 
01446 700182 



Dave Ref fell 

Electrical 

Services 

yk +— 

r ^ Domestic 
I ■ I Installer 

I_I Scheme 

Approved contractor 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

d. reffell@hotmail.co. uk 


A&C Electrical 
Solutions 

Domestic Appliance 
repairs. 

Appliances not removed. 
Appointment times given 
Over 30 years experience 

Covering Penarth 
to Porthcawl 

Card payments accepted. 

07732 264 803 24 Hr 


Washing Machines 
Electric Cookers, 
Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your 
own home 

0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 




TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

§ City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


John 

Clissett 

Painting & 
Decorating 


No job too small 


Competitive ^ 
& Reliable - 

01446 750625 
07980 691584 






Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 

Tel. 01446 
771999 

Unit 20,Vale Business 
Park, Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 


JN & SON GARD 
SERVICES 


All private and commercial work welcome, 
big or small, we cover it all. 

Find us on with genuine 

ratings and customer feedback! 

5* Rated tradesman. 

$6 

Best price 1st time & free quoi 

tations 

01446 402765 or 07540 117474 

jamesneilson @ hotmail .co .uk 




STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 



All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-V, Aluminium & Timber Windows ^ 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels Ti 

& stains onagen-a 

•Broken Handles/Hinges /few 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Replacement Door Panels PRO a Iw$!9 nal 

m n uu o i ADVICE 

• New Rubber Seals and insurance 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 


Porthcawl CF36 3DP 


LUMBERJACK! 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES ipj Q 


CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 

Call Dion on 01446 728197 

• Tree felling 

• Dangerous tree work 

• Crown lifting 

• Dead wooding 

• Thinning out & stump 
removal (at reduced rate 
if we have removed tree) 

| WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE QUOTE 

All garden work undertaken 

Free Estimate, Fully Insured, 

8am to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 


Tree preservation 
orders checked 
for free 
Dismantling 
Pruning 
Pollarding 


Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree Pruning • Crown Lifting «Tree Felling • Dangerous 
Tree Work • Pollarding • Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting 
Tree Dismantling • Root Pruning • Ground Clearance 
Call us for a friendly, free quote, fully insured 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Seasoned Hard Wood Logs For Sale 


_ 


rcTe/ty fEvruM 

upvc specialist 

• UPVC Windows • Fascias 

• Doors • Conservatories 

• Guttering • Vertical Sliders 

• Composite Doors • Soffits 

• Over 30 years experience 

Mob: 07831409 567 
Tel: 029 


Bridge Vale Tree Services 

Specialists in SS, 
Large/Dangerous Trees thinning out and 

TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel: 01446 713857 
SITE CLEARANCE or 07921 902729 



Uortkutturs |^| 


Oiisjnrm fiiri 1 ,, 

mo. 


•cm m 


T0i! 01448 779*02 


%.V W ^ » 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i 98 5 o 



warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 


JOHN 
SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 




Tbs NoJob 

Maintenance * 0 , 

Carpentry Decorating • Electrical Fencing 
Gardening Jet Washing • Masonry Painting 
Plastering Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 
Tiling Tree Surgery Window Cleaning 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth 01446 794134 /07795 36: 


q M Plumbing & Heating 

Q1446 623 353 or 0?815 09? 994 24hrs 
Combination Boiler Specialist 

Annual Boiler Service only £40^4 I 

I For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

A11 Work Guaranteed. Fullv Insured. I 


All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 
Fast, Friendly Service. 


K&A Handyman 


“A family run business ” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task too big or small, just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


I P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING JL 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


01440 790127 O77190OSS26 

IH0 QU>m m’T 4 


D.A. Ross 

General building 
maintenance, plastering, 
carpentry, decorating 
& general DIY. 

No job too small. 

07832 208769 
01446 408600 


Call Eileen on 
07891 690791 
or the office on 
01446 774484 for 
‘Don’t Do it Yourself’ 
enquiries - or email 
eileen@ 

tindlenews.co.uk 
to advertise on 
these pages. 



Domestic Gas Engineer ■ Energy Assessorpn 

Heating & Plumbing Gas Safety Certificates HH 
Gas Appliance Servicing £ Servicing Contracts 
Boiler Breakdowns Energy Performance Certificates 

Installations Bathroom, Kitchen & Tiling 


Free no-obligation quotation - No call out fees 
07850 481431 or candgenergyltd@gmail.com 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 

Tel: 07779 
598844 
or 01446 
421006 215639 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Service • Tiling 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


DCTlumbmy 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 
CjIQm w 

0*440 41)071 
Vju . 0770 2001000 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing ‘Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


The GEM 

01446 774484 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job « 
too small 
07526 125982 
01446 678671 
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GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Seme 

Specialising in 
Coverage of 
Artex Ceilings 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


r 






aYfimEEC 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


JEFFS 


PLASTERING 

SERVICE 


No job too small 
Free quotes 

Skim over Artex Ceilings 

01443 229894 
07919 864806 


S' Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 , 

(evenings) wanted 




01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


u t/2iJ 



ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


SUTTONS 
Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


WANTED 

for cash in all areas 


Cars, Vans, Lorrys 
& Quads. In any 
condition running or 
not. With or without 
MOT, insurance loss 
or third party. 

£200-£3000 

Please ring anytime 
7 days 9am-10.30pm 


Office: 01446 732222 
Mobile: 07816 205895 


WANTED 


Classic/Old Car 

Any age, any condition, including 
an unfinished project or motorcycle. 

If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331/01446 794866 


Nice Man, Cheap Van 

(Luton Van with Tail Lift) - Best Prices 


• Removals • Deliveries • Collections 

• Office • Shop • Garage • Relocation 


General Clearance: 

»Houses • Garages • Sheds • Gardens 


Tel: 01446 794866 or 
Mob: 07425139331 

“BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND” 


House Removal Experts 


07436 5 6 06 54 


LFiyjJJyVifJ 


U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
- courier work 
Any Place - Any Time 
Prices start from £10 

07944 743932 


Driving School Ltd 

• Learn to drive at 14yrs old 
• Intensive 1 week courses 
• Special student rates • B+E Towing Lessons 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


■j'Ulrjgj 


teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist s A 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 1 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co .uk 


Tiling by Tanya 

* All aspects of wall & floor tiling 

* Ceramic, porcelain, natural stone 

* Friendly, professional service 

* No obligation free quotes 

07814 124 851 or 01446 736760 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 



Immediate payment of up to £10,000 • ugh 

MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle, * Fact< 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, * All g 
Aluminium / Stainless steel, • Fern 

Computer boards / Electric cable • How 
and catalytic converters • Car 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk 

01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 


Barry’s newest car 
dismantling facility 
registered with the 
environment agency, DVLA 
& Vale of Glamorgan Council 

Free of Charge: 
£10,000 • Light demolition 
j vehicle, * Factory/Farm Clearances 
3ad, • All grades of metal taken 

• Ferrous or non-ferrous 

3l@ • Household appliances 

• Car batteries 


Quality 
kiln ‘ 

<lrip<l and 
seasoned \l 
firewood 


Just 


SHE 







,\£ 


Contact 

Jeff on Ol$74 7S03J9 
or (97779 73QH47 

w w Vk cu uk 


Monday to Sunday 
07410 54952 






ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 

McNally & Finlay 

Solid cherrywood, 
extending dining table, 

6 chairs, matching 
sideboard £500 
Creda ceramic hob £50 
All excellent condition 

01656 890660 


300 used natural 
welsh slate roof 
tiles 24” x 12”. For 
collection from 
central Cowbridge. 
£300 ono. 

07974 780786 

Computer Tower 

Antec Coolermaster 
full tower atx case 
good condition 
one side 
transparent £20 

01446 775810 


Aquila Bath Lift 

incl. soft covers for 
reclining seat. As new - 
used only three times. 
Cost £294.50. Will 
accept: £180 ono 

01446 713106 


Kitchen Diner 
Table 150x80cm 
Almost new. 
Reason for sale - 
too large. 

£70 ono 

Tel: 01656 658107 


Extensive 00 guage 
Digital Model Railway for 
sale. 22 Diesels/DMUs 
based on Blue Diesel 
era/2 with sound 
decoders. Good 
selection of Rolling 
Stock all fitted with 
Kadee couplers. 
Extensive 

track/points/crossovers. 
Hornby Elite Control. All 
road vehicles buildings, 
electric signalling 
included 

£2500 

01656 649073 


Email 

eileen® 

tindlenews 

.co.uk 

or call 

07891 690791 
to advertise in this 
section 




FIREWOOD 


Seasoned & Kiln Dried 

TV 

unwMcti 

Call 01446 771667 

L 

tor bulk winter deals 



lopstak 


LOGS 

Barn Dried Seasoned 
Hard Wood Logs 
£70 per square meter 
Free local delivery 
For details/orders call 
02920515468 


CLASSIFIEDS 

Use The GEM to reach 


Call 01446 774484 

for friendly, helpful advice. 

gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


Ex Showroom 
Conservatory 

Approx 12ft x 10ft. Brown 
UPVC. Leaded glass 
windows. Like new. 
Ready for collection (from 
Miskin in garage) £2950 

01443 230766 


Marks & Spencer 
Brown Leather 
Armchair 

Good condition £65. 

4’6” Metal Bed Frame 

Antique steel & gold 

£40. 

Tel 01446 773505 

(evening) 


Slimline 

Stairlift 

Fitted guaranteed 
by local engineer 

£750 

01446 711739 



ESCORTED HOLIDAYS 

M Newmarket 

Holidays 


February 

i oecm 

CALL US OR BOOK ONLINE 


Lake Garcia 

Flying direct from an airport 
near you 

Departs May to July, 

September & October 201S 

Experience the magical shores of Italy’s 
most popular lake, enjoying a stay in a 
choice of delightful resorts, the chance to 
rest and relax, and to join some wonderful, 
well-priced excursions. 

Price includes 

• Return flights to Italy direct from East 
Midlands, Birmingham S. Cardiff • Seven 
nights’ bed and breakfast accommodation 
at the Hotel Modena, Malcesine (a 
range of upgrade hotels are available for 
supplements) • Return airport-to-hotel 
transfers • The services of a Tour Manager 
in resort 

Applies to new bookings made in Feb 201 5 on selected Air holidays. 
Quote code FEBSALE. May be withdrawn any time & can’t be used 
with any other offer. 

www. no win a rket.tr a ve I/gig 11270 
(g) 0330 160 781 7 quoting code GLG 

Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL 

protected 2325. Subject to availability. Single CEt! ) I^ABTA 

supplements apply. Standard phone charges. t™., A,,„ci„«io„ 
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GEM FAMILY NOTICES 


Are you fit to deliver? 

We need fit reliable people to help 
distribute this newspaper to local homes, once a week: 

• Teenagers (aged 13 years and over) 

• Active Senior Citizens 
• Housewives - Students - Shift Workers 

Please ring: 01202 670999 

email recruiting @ thedistributionbusiness .co .uk 


it we ao noi nave an immeaiaie vacancy in vour area, vour aeiaus wu 

our waiting list until a suitable opoortuniPi occurs 

i oe piacea on 

i 

You know it makes sense! 



PERSONAL 

ASSISTANT 

required to cover sick 
and holiday leave. 
Looking after lady 
with Alzheimer’s. 
Experience needed. 
£8 per hour 
Car drivers only apply. 
Tel: 07925 003912 


Motor Mechanic/ 
Vehicle Technician 

Required Full Time, 
Wick Van Centre, Bridgend 
Forward CV to 
hire@wickvanhire.co.uk 


Dental 

Receptionist 

for busy practice 
in Llantwit Major. 

One day per week 
(Thursday). 
9am-5pm. 

Previous experience 
not essential. 

Tel: 01446 792181 


RHODES 

Paula 

Peacefully passed away at Milsom House 
Nursing Home, St Athan, Paula, aged 96 years, 
formerly of Llantwit Major. Will be sadly missed 
by her daughter Lynda, son-in-law Paul and her 
sisters, nieces and nephews. 

Resting at W.A. Brown & Son, College St, Llantwit 
Major until the funeral service on Wednesday, 25th 
February in Cardiff & Glamorgan Memorial Park 
Crematorium at 4pm. Family flowers only, but 
donations may be made to Ty Hafan by cheque to 
the Funeral Home. 


ijjrirJ'Jil.ys 


CLASSIFIEDS 

Use The GEM to reach 
all the people you need to! 

Call 01446 774484 

for friendly, helpful advice. 
gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


Happy 18th Birtf 

to our Princess 

day 

Olivia i 
Evans fl 

Lots of Love from 

QI4 Mum, Dad 
& Brandon xx? 

A 
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ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446409266 

07885251742 




Q!U gmS 


2002 

PANELVAN 

LDV Convoy 400 

low mileage, 74,000 
miles. Full year’s MOT. 
busylizzy24 @ gmail .com 

£1,000 ono 
07526166035 


Mitsubishi 

Spacestar 1.6 

02/02, 5 Seater MPV, 1 
years MOT, metallic silver, 
high spec., exc condition. 

£795 

01446 794866 
07425 139331 sn 


181 „ , . 
courtRoad, lyndsay Ellis @ T ti p iT e 

Ax THEV^F^LSERVICE 407962 


A Professional & Personal 
Service to the highest 

STANDARDS 


Service Chapel with seating 
FOR UP TO 400 PEOPLE 


MEMBERS OF STAFF 


ww w.valefuner alser vice .co .uk 
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Caring for Your Loved Ones 

Loved ones remain at rest at our Barry premises 
24hr Immediate Attention • Private Chapel of Rest 
Private Service Chapel • Affordable Funeral Packages 
Male & Female Staff • Funeral Plans Offered 



Call us on: 

01446 421212 

w w w. parkf uner als. co. uk 

7, TVnvwytid Ril, Hurry. 
Vale of Glamorgan, CFf*2 RUB 

I Choice 
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• External New 
Watertight Containers 

• Internal Personal 
Storage for personal 
belongings. 

• Business Storage 

• Pick up service 

_ available. 

SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS ccTvPnTecure 24 hr 
AND LOCK-UPS SITED IN BARRY compound 

www. atlanticsecureselfstorage. co.uk 


01446 677648/07813 134123 


ATLANTIC 

SECURE SELF 
STORAGE 


W A Brown Son 


* Pit-pad Fo’tcorf Plan* 
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EVANS 
June Irene 

Passed away suddenly on 13 February at her 
home in Cowbridge. Very dearly beloved wife of 
Norman and cherished mother of Pauline, 
David, Lynda and Richard. Adored Nana to her 

10 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren. 
Will be sadly missed by all her family and friends, 
and the many, many people whose lives she 
touched with her ki ndness. 

No flowers by request, but donations in lieu (if 
desired) should be made to Noah’s Ark Children’s 
Hospital Charity, Cardiff Royal Infirmary, Newport 
Road, Cardiff, CF24 0SZ, or via JustGiving. 
The funeral will be held at United Free Church, 
Westgate, Cowbridge at 2pm on Tuesday, 24th February. 

Enquiries to Thomas Bros Funeral Directors 
01446 775681. 


BRANCH 

Ivy 

Passed away in Brocastle Manor Care Home on 
Tuesday 10th February 2015 aged 91 years. 
Formerly of St Michael’s Close, St Athan. 
Beloved mother, grandmother and friend. 

Funeral service in Coychurch Crematorium on 
Wednesday, 4th March 2015 at 1.15pm. Flowers are 
welcome or donations may be made to a charity of 
your choice, if preferred. 

All further enquires to Rosemount Funeral Home, 
19 Coychurch Road, Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan, 
CF31 3AP, telephone 01656 653156 


ROBINSON 

Natasha Lynn 

Suddenly but peacefully in her home in St Athan, 
on 9 February, Tasha aged 22 years. Much loved 
daughter of Peter and Anne. Loving sister to Jamie 
and a devoted granddaughter to Jean. Greatly 
missed by all her loving family and friends. 
Resting at W.A. Brown & Son, College Street, 
Llantwit Major, CF61 1SG until the service at 
Coychurch Crematorium for family and local friends 
only on Friday, 27 February at 2.45pm. No flowers by 
request please, donations for the Laverstock Ward, 
Salisbury Hospital (cheques only please) may be 
forwarded to the funeral home. 


EVANS 

June (nee James) 


Devoted sister of Anne, Rosemary, Gill, Jenn, Bill 
and the late Pauline. Sister-in-law Sue, brother-in- 
laws Graham, Smudger, George and Geoff. 
Loved by all. 


JONES 

Elaine 


Lesley, Ian and Alex would like to thank all 
mum’s friends and neighbours for their support 
and kindness during the past few difficult 
weeks. 

Also, thank you for the many cards and generous 
donations to Ty Hafan in her memory. Your support 
has been a greatly appreciated at this sad time. 


HERMAN 

18th February 2003 

Remembering you today Ed 
as we do every day. 

Mum, Dad, Watts, Amelia & Annie 

WARD 

Alan Christopher 

Suddenly on January 26, Alan of Llantwit Major, 
dearly loved husband of Sian, loving father of 
Christopher and Andrew. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Wednesday February 25, 
service and cremation 11,30am at Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend. No flowers by request, any 
donations in lieu, if desired, will be gratefully 
received by a charity of your choice. 


GUERCIO 

Salvatore 

On 12th February, at home after a long illness 
borne with great dignity, Salvatore fell asleep in 
death. Beloved husband of June. A devoted father 
of Maria, Paul and Lisa. Much loved grandfather 
to all his grandchildren. Beloved son of Seraphina 
and the late Guiseppie Guercio. 

Service to be held at the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, St Brides Way, Barry on Monday, 23rd 
February at 1pm, followed by interment at Merthyr 
Dyfan Cemetery, Barry. Further enquiries to Lyndsay 
Ellis @ The Vale Funeral Service 01446 407962. 


EDWARDS 

Marsden 

After an illness bravely borne, Marsden of 
Llantwit Major. Dearly loved husband of 
Carole. Much loved father of Darren, Tracey 
and Joanne. Loved and respected grandfather 
of Alice and Joseph. 

Resting at W.A.Brown & Son, College Street, 
Llantwit Major until the funeral service on 
Thursday, 26 February in Coychurch Crematorium 
at 10.30am. Family flowers only, but donations 
may be given to Y Bwthyn Newydd by cheque 
c/o the Funeral Home. 


ARMELIN 

Giovanna (Gianna) 

Peacefully on February 12 at Llandough Hopsital, 
Giovanna (Gianna), beloved wife of the late Toni. 
Adored mother of Carla, Paola, Francis, Anthony, 
Pia and the late Armando. 

Gianna will be sadly missed by all of her family 
and friends. 

Resting at AG Adams & Son Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry. To be received into St Helens 
Roman Catholic Church, Barry on Tuesday February 
24 at 4pm. Requiem Mass Wednesday, February 25 at 
11am. Afterwards family only for committal service 
at Barry Crematorium at 1pm. Family flowers only - 
if desired, donations may be handed to the funeral 
director after the funeral for Cancer Research, Marie 
Curie Holme Tower, Bridgeman Road, Penarth in 
memory of her loving son Armando. 


HARRIS 

Elsie 

Peacefully on February 11 at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Elsie of Porth-Y-Green, Llanblethian, 
beloved mother to David, Wayne, Michael and the late 
Jillian. Loving grandmother to all her grandchildren. 

Funeral service at Coychurch Crematorium on Thursday, 
February 26 at 1.15pm. Family flowers only, donations, 
if desired, to Gateway Monday Club, Cowbridge. 
May you rest in peace. 


Dave & Chris 
Greenfield 

are celebrating their 



on 20th 
February 
2015 

‘Many 
Happy 
Years 
Together” 
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Barry Seconds march on in Cup 


ABOVE: Barry RFC Seconds were in action on Saturday in the Mallet Cup and emerged 42-5 winners over Caerau Ely, 
and HOWARD POOLE was on hand to capture the match action - turn to page 38 to read the match report. 


New karate team is formed 



Kudo team. 


IN 2014, Sensei 
Malcolm Jones (4th 
Dan, Goshin 
Karate) was invited 
to join the 
prestigious Kudo 
UK branch of the 
international 
organisation. 

Kudo is a mixed 
martial art comprising 
full contact punches, 
kicks, throws, and 
submission techniques 
on the ground. In 
November 2014, he 
presented the idea of 
fighting in the Kudo to 
his Karate students and 
the first Welsh Kudo 
team was bom. 

Recently, a group of 
six Kudo students led by 
their instructor, Sensei 
Malcolm, travelled to 
London to compete in 
this year’s UK National 
Junior Kudo 
Championships. 

The first fight of the 
day was an adult 
exhibition bout between 
Kudo Wales fighter, 
Terry Butler and the 
highest ranking fighter 
from Kudo Windsor. 
Within 30 seconds of the 
bout, Terry had thrown 
the English fighter to the 
ground three times with 
significant impact, 
finishing the fight with a 
powerful head shot. 

Next up was 17-year- 
old A-Jay Harry, one of 
the team’s most 
dedicated students. A- 
Jay was keen to impress 
landing a series of knee 
and body shots, leading 
to an unexpected second 


place. 

Jayden Moller, Stefan 
Atkinson and Brenton 
Kells all battled their 
way through the rounds, 
displaying excellent 
technique gaining 
respectable fourth 
places. 

The highlight of the 
day was in the girls’ 
junior category where 
Natasha Croll won all of 
her bouts by TKO. 

Natasha used a 
combination of throws, 
punches and head kicks, 
gaining not only respect 
but the UK national title 
and an invitation to the 
World Championships in 
Japan. Natasha among 
others will now have the 
opportunity to represent 
the UK along with 60 
other countries across 
the world. 

Sensei Malcolm stated 
that there is too much 
politics in martial arts 
and would like to make 
an open invite to other 
fighters, no matter what 
style, to attend the Welsh 
Kudo squad training 
sessions which will be 
held every month. He 
will continue to teach 
Goshin Karate in the 
Buttrills Community 
Centre, and encourages 
others to continue their 
practice, but to use Kudo 
as the way to test their 
skills. 

Can you help the Welsh 
Kudo team? For more 
information contact: 
malcolmsensei@ gmail . 
com! 

www.goshinkarate .org. 
uk. 


Emphatic win 
for the Llantwit 
Major under- 12s 


LAST Sunday Llantwit Major 
under-12s had an early 10am 
kick off at Brecon RFC. 

After the previous week win over 
Llandaff North, Llantwit had high 
hopes of another victory in their sights. 

It didn’t take long for Llantwit to 
show Brecon they meant business; 
only two minutes had passed and from 
the very first scmm the ball was moved 
along the backs to the outside centre 
Ewan Heywood who ran 80 metres to 
score under the posts, with the 
conversion completed by Kieran Daw. 

From the restart the Llantwit Major 
forwards kept Brecon under a lot of 
pressure and a loose kick by a Brecon 
player saw the ball land into the hands 
of Cole Saunders, the Llantwit Major 
fullback, who duly danced his way 
through the defence to score in the far 
right hand corner; the try went 
unconverted. 

Again from the restart the Llantwit 
forwards recycled the ball out to the 
outside half Kieran Daw, who sprinted 
to within five metres of Brecon’s try 
line and then offloaded to the 
supporting Kofi Jones who scored to 
the right of the posts to make it 17-0. 

Brecon came straight back at 
Llantwit and a lapse of concentration 
from the defending team saw them 
concede a converted try. The halftime 
score was 17-7. 

The second half began with the 
Llantwit Major forwards dominating 
the breakdowns and set pieces. One 
breakdown allowed a move out to Kofi 
to allow him to break through to score 
his second try. 


Llantwit then really started to pile 
on the points. From a solid scrum the 
ball was collected and passed out by 
scrum half Stephen Williams to Kieran, 
who put in a lovely looping kick into 
the hands of Kofi, who kindly 
offloaded to the supporting Ewan for 
him to score his second try; the 
conversion was kicked by Kieran. 

Brecon again started to put together 
some good passages of play controlled 
by their outside half. It was one of 
these phases which saw the Brecon 
outside half break through the Llantwit 
defence, only for him to be tackled and 
the ball ripped from him by Cole, who 
went on to run half the length of the 
pitch to score his second try; Kieran 
again with the conversion. 

With both teams starting to show 
signs of tiredness the game started to 
get messy, but one last show of 
brilliance saw Kofi sidestep his way to 
finish off the game under the posts. The 
conversion by Kieran made the final 
score 43-7. 

Thanks to the parents for travelling 
to Brecon on international day and to 
all players involved from both teams 
for an enjoyable game of rugby. 

Team: Rian Thomas, Owen David, 
Aled Leitch, Cole Saunders, Ewan 
Heywood, Isaac McBride, Jordan 
Griffith-Lee, Jacob Pereira, Kieran 
Daw, Kofi Jones, Morgan Thomas, 
Rhodri Richards, Sam Deere, Sam 
Jenkins, Sennan Cummings-Jones, 
Spencer Williams and Stephen 
Williams. 

MD 


Kenfig Hill Seconds 
are just pipped in 
a league thriller! 



ABOVE: Mike Kennedy crosses for a try and 
BELOW: Chris Leyshon in possession. 
PICTURES BY PETER GILLING. 



KENFIG HILL 
seconds welcomed 
Heol Y Cyw to 
Kenfig Hill for a 
league match 

between two of the 
top teams in the 
district. 

The Mules fielded a 
young team with many of 
the forward stalwarts 
missing; however the 
team that took the field 
had plenty of talent and 
contributed to an 
excellent game of rugby. 

Heol Y Cyw held the 
upper hand in the tight 
and always looked to 
apply pressure at the 
driving maul. 

Heol Y Cyw also 
possessed speed behind 
the pack and looked 
dangerous whenever they 
moved the ball to their 
wings. 

They opened the 
scoring with two 
unanswered tries before 
Mules scrum half Dan 
Heatley dummied and 
crashed over from close 
range following 

sustained pressure from 
the Mules’ eight. 

Heol Y Cyw 
responded with a third 
try following a five yard 
scrum which saw their 
number 8 break from the 
base of the scrum and 
score wide out. This left 
the halftime score Kenfig 
Hill 5, Heol Y Cyw 15. 

The Mules upped a 
gear at the start of the 
second half and hooker 
Chris Leyshon broke 
blind from a ruck 40 
yards out and outraced 
the covering defence to 
score a fine individual 
try. 

The Mules continued 
to put Heol Y Cyw under 
pressure and Leyshon 
crossed for his second try 
with a low drive from 
five yards. This was 
converted by outside half 
Lee Rogers to give 
Kenfig Hill the lead for 
the first time in the match 
at 17-15. 

Heol y Cyw then 


scored an excellent try 
themselves with their 
speedy backline showing 
some fine interpassing to 
score wide out and 
thereby regain the lead, 
albeit only for a short 
time as the Mules 
responded with a crisp 
backline move which 
saw replacement centre 
Mike Kennedy take a 
short ball on the burst to 
score close to the posts. 

The try was converted 
by fellow centre Connor 
O’Connell to put the 
Mules back into the lead, 
24-20. 

Heol Y Cyw 
intensified the pressure 
and kept the Mules in 
their 22 for the final five 
minutes of the game. 

The last play of the 
game was a Kenfig Hill 
scrum on the 22 metre 
line with the Mules 


knowing that all they had 
to do was clear their lines 
for victory. But the ball 
was won against the head 
and the speedster in Heol 
Y Cyw’s backline 
showed the Mules 
defence a clean pair of 
heels to score in the 
corner leaving Heol Y 
Cyw winners, 25-24. 

This was a first class 
game of rugby, well 
refereed by ex-Muler 
Carl Vincent who 
ensured the game flowed 
for the full 80 minutes. 

Both teams should be 
congratulated on putting 
on a thoroughly 
enjoyable spectacle with 
the result in doubt up to 
the final second. 

Credit should also got 
to the Mules back row, 
which contained two full 
backs making their debut 
in the scrum. DHD 
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ON AND OFF 
THE TURF WITH 
BRIAN LEE 


CRICKHOWELL born and 
bred Joanna Morgan, who is a 
living legend in horse racing 
circles, and who recently 
anounced her retirement, has 
ridden winners in America, 
Japan, Australia, Dubai and in 
many other countries besides. 

She was the first female to ride at 
Royal Ascot and also saddled a winner 
there when her Rocca Tumu landed the 
Britannia Handicap in 2013. 

She was the first of her sex to ride in 
an Irish Classic and the first to be 
placed in one when she was third on El 
Cito, in the 1980 Irish St Leger. 

Joanna, who rode more than 200 
winners before hanging up her riding 
boots to concentrate on training horses, 
was presented with a life time 
achievement award by the Irish Sports 
Council/ Irish Times last year and is 
now in Ireland’s Hall of Fame. 

She should now be inducted into the 
Welsh sports’ hall of fame and I call 
upon the committee members to look 
into the great achievements of this 
former Welsh point-to-point rider. 

CAPPA BLEU 

Llancarfan trainer Evan Williams 
has announced the retirement of his 
former Grand National runner-up 
Cappa Bleu, after the 13-year-old 
was pulled up in the Weatherbys 
Hamilton Chase at Ascot on 
Saturday. 

The 2009 Cheltenham Foxhunters 
Chase winner was also third in the 
2009 Welsh Grand National at 
Chepstow and also finished fourth in 
the 2012 Aintree spectacular. 

I still maintain that if the Aintree 
run-in hadn’t been shortened in 2013 
when Cappa Blue finished a fast 


finishing second under regular rider 
Paul Moloney to Aurora’s Encore, he 
might well have won the race and 
become the first horse trained in Wales 
to have won since Kirkland in 1905. 

Evan notched up his 56th winner at 
Ffos Las on Sunday when his five- 
year-old Wabanaki took the maiden 
open National Hunt flat. 

Ridden by stable jockey Paul 
Moloney, Wabanaki, the odds-on 
favourite, scored by nine lengths from 
Chief Brody. 

BOBS LAW WINS DUNRAVEN 
Only five horses faced the starter for 
Wales’ richest hunter chase the 
Dunraven Welsh Foxhunters Open 
Hunter Chase staged at Ffos Las and 
two previous winners fought out the 
finish. 

Bobs Law, partnered by Mr C 
Gethings, got home by a head from the 
odds-on favourite Universal Soldier, 
ridden by Ogmore's Nick Williams. 

Bobs Law is trained by Mickey 
Bowen whose father Peter Bowen had 
won the previous mares’ handicap 
hurdle race with the top weighted 
Princess Tara. 

WELSH POINT-TO-POINT 
SEASON UNDER WAY 

The South Wales and 
Monmouthshire Point-To-Point 
season gets under way on Sunday 
with the the first of the two Curre & 
Llangibby fixtures at Howick near 
Chepstow. 

The first race is at 12 noon and a 
number of horses and riders from the 
Vale are expected to take part. 

The trainer in form is Merthyr 
Mawr’s Jonathan Tudor, who has 
already saddled three winners from 
just six runners. 


BRIAN LEE 

Cowbridge youth 
teams in Cup action 


BOTH Cowbridge 
RFC youth teams 
were in action last 
Saturday in the 
Welsh Cup and 
Bowl. 

At the Athletic Field 
Cowbridge entertained 
Bridgend Athletic in a 
game that was a credit 
to both teams and an 
great advert for youth 
rugby. 

In an exciting match 
Cowbridge BC team 
won 22-15 - but it was 
tense! In winning the 
game the team extended 
their winning run to 20 
games in all 
competitions in the last 
12 months. 

Bridgend scored first 
when with five minutes 
gone their outside half 
rounded the rush 
defence to score wide 
out. 

Cowbridge hit back 
with a score for 
debutant prop Eddie 
Drake who broke 

Bridge 

results 

RESULTS for the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
bridge club for 
February 17: 

1st Liam Sheridan & 
John Beard 65.77%, 2nd 
Tony Disley & John 
Evans 60.42%, 3rd Mike 
Best & Kevin Maddox 
57.14%. 

LE 


through several tackles 
from 10 metes out to 
crash over. Outside half 
Alex Guard was just 
wide with the 
conversion. 

Bridgend added a 
penalty, but just before 
halftime, and after a 
number of phases in 
attack, wing Zac 
Summerhayes finished 
off a move after No 8 
Dan Holder picked up at 
the back of the scrum 
and fed the ball to 
scrum half Tom Lucas 
to put Summerhayes 
over in the comer. The 
halftime score was 10-8. 

In the second half 
after good play between 
both teams hooker Will 
Haines put Cowbridge 
further ahead when he 
broke through the 
defence to dive over 
under the posts for a try 
that Guard converted. 

With about 15 
minutes to go 
Bridgend's scmm half 
scored a great try from 
15 metres out, bmshing 
off a tackle to go under 
the posts for a converted 
try to make it 17-15. 

However, Cowbridge 
had the last word with a 
kick across field by full 
back Joss Thomas (that 
he says he intended) 
caught by centre 
Cameron Gibbon, who 
swivelled out of a tackle 
to race to the line from 
25 metres. 

The last 10 minutes 
was all action but credit 
to second row Matt 
Lock, as he stole a line 


out from the opposition 
to allow a clearing kick, 
the final score of 22-15. 
A great team effort led 
from the front by 
captain Dan Holder. 

The BD youth team 
were up against it at 
Ystradgynlais and gave 
their all, going down 
22-5. 

Y strad have been 
sweeping all before 
them this season, and 
with a much bigger 
pack they were very 
strong in the tight play 
meaning possession was 
hard to come by; the 
halftime score was 19-0. 

Huge credit to the 
players as they stuck to 
their task and scored a 
great try when full back 
Jon Nexmand finished 
off a move through the 
hands. 

With Ystrad only 
managing a penalty 
Cowbridge took the 
second half by 3-5, the 
final score 22-5. 

The BC youth now 
go into the semi final at 
a neutral venue on 
March 7 where they will 
face Pontypridd, 
Aberavon Quins or 
Penallta. 

This Saturday the 1st 
XV have a must-win 
game at home to Old 
Penarthians; the BC 
youth are billed to be at 
home to Llanishen and 
the BD youth away at 
Taffs Well - all kick offs 
are at 2.30pm. 

RV/RK 


Wales women salvage 
pride with win over 
the world champions! 



While the Welsh senior men’s team were on the losing end against 
England, the women’s team salvaged some pride for the country 
with a comprehensive 13-0 win over the current world champions. 
JULIE HANCOCK was on hand to capture the action. 

Of local note were local stars Robyn Wilkins and Mel Clay who 
play for Pencoed Phoenix, Clay picking up her first cap in 
the best of circumstances! 

Llantwit under-14s are 
on lookout for players 



LLANTWIT 
MAJOR RFC 
under-14s are on 
the lookout to 
bring in some new 
talent into our 
squad. 

With the Six Nations 
in full swing it’s a good 
opportunity for anyone 
interested in giving 
rugby a go in school 
year 9 to come along. 

Llantwit Major RFC 
is a club at the heart of 
the community. We 
pride ourselves in being 
able to develop future 
stars and encourage a 
high but fun work ethic. 

The age group play 


frequently at the Cardiff 
Arms Park and test their 
abilities against teams 
from across the Blues 
region as well as 
challenging themselves 
at force conditioning 
gym in Llandow. 

We believe in giving 
every one of our players 
the ample game time 
they deserve and also 
try to create a good 
team environment by 
doing team building 
events such as 
paintballing and 
swimming. 

We have planned a 
short tour down to 
Bristol at the end of the 
season as well as 


planning a big tour at 
under-16s level. 

If you or your child 
want to give rugby a go 
in a fun, friendly and 
professional setup then 
look no further than 
Llantwit Major. 

Rugby experience 
isn’t essential as our 
coaching team will 
provide training to bring 
them up to speed with 
the rest of the squad. 

For more information 
please contact Kris 
Pilcher on 

07557128861 or email 
kpilch@hotmail.co.uk. 

KP 



Sully Seniors 
are defeated 


HAVING won their 
section of the 
league, Sully senior 
team qualified for 
the national play¬ 
offs and were drawn 
to play Selway 
(Llanelli) in the 
quarter finals at 
Pontardawe. 

Selway were 

represented by a number 
of former internationals 
and Sully were expecting 
a tough afternoon but 
with a strong side 
available on the day 
Sully were confident of 
success. 

The Pontardawe rink 
was running at a nice 
pace with players able to 
play good drawing bowls 
on all hands which 
allowed for a good game 
proven by some early 
excellent bowling. 

After the first five 
ends the game was level 
at 17-17, with Brian 
Griffiths’ rink the only 
Sully rink behind, down 
by seven. 

The game continued to 
be close and by the 10th 
end there was only two 
shots in the game with 
Sully ahead 35-33. 

Over the next five 
ends the Sully rinks of 
Fred Phillips and Brian 
Griffiths were one shot 
ahead and level 
respectively, while the 
rink of Ken McLeod took 
nine shots to lead 19-13; 
unfortunately this 
coincided with Dave 
Snelling’s rink losing 
nine shots without reply 
during this period 
leaving the Sully club 
still three shots ahead 54- 
51. 

The match going into 
the final quarter was 
evenly poised but the 
luck began to go against 
the Sully rinks, 
especially that of 
McLeod’s with two 
deliveries on two 
consecutive ends in 
particular giving the 


opposition two fours, one 
from a weighted bowl 
from McLeod which hit 
the jack, which bounced 
back off a back bowl 
back up the green to four 
woods belonging to 
Selway! 

The other four came 
from a misdirected bowl 
from the opposition’s 
skip which come off an 
outside bowl and moved 
the jack for a count of 
four. 

This appeared to 
deflate the Sully rink 
who from being 19-13 up 
did not score on the last 
six ends, eventually 
losing 19-27. 

The rink of Dave 
Snelling lost their way 
after holding seven on 
the ninth end until the 
Selway skip drew the 
shot with his last wood 
resulting in Snelling’s 
rink only winning two 
out of the next 12 ends. 

The rinks of Phillips 
and Griffiths were 
fighting hard to cover the 
other rinks but the 
difference was too great 
and both were attempting 
to pull off difficult shots 
to pull back the deficit. 

Griffiths’ rink finally 
succumbed losing 16-19, 
while the rink of Roy 
Richards, Mike Doyle, 
Brian Foscolo and Fred 
Phillips ended up as 
Sully’s only winning 
rink, 20-17. 

It was a great effort 
from the Sully team and 
the loss by 15 shots 
wasn’t a fair reflection on 
the game, however the 
players are already 
looking forward to next 
season. 

Overall result: Sully 
70, Selway 85. 
Rink scores (Sully first): 
D Snelling 15, P 

Richardson 22; B 
Griffiths 16 , K Thomas 
19; K McLeodl9, D 
Davies 27; F Phillips 20, 
B Kingdon 17. 

FP 
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BRIAN LEE’S (POINT-TO-POINT) 
BLAST FROM THE PAST - 1985 


THIS week, The OEM's Brian Lee, who 
has been reporting on the Welsh Hunt 
Racing scene for almost half-a-century, 
looks back at some of the top racing stories 
of1985. 

Under the heading ‘Hamer's Shock Victory’ I 
reported that “Welsh champion point-to-point rider 
Paul Hamer of Coychurch, Bridgend, partnered his 
brother Geoffrey's Yellow Jersey to a shock 25-1 
win in the £5,000 Audi Grand Prix de Chasse at 
Sandown Park yesterday. 

“Aged 24, Paul, who was having his first ride 
since being injured in a fall at the Carmarthen Hunt 
a fortnight ago, was chalking up his first winner 
under Rules. Paul, who has ridden 47 winners 
between the flags, drives a lorry for a living while 
his brother Geoffrey, who trains the horse, is 
employed in a Cardiff betting shop. 

“Paul, who used to compete in local gymkhanas 
alongside his friend Neil Doughty, who won last 
year's Grand National on Hallo Dandy, said: 
‘Yellow Jersey dropped himself out about four 
fences from home but he rallied on again.’ Yellow 
Jersey, who is hunted with Llangeinor, took on the 
big guns of point-to-pointing and his win has given 
Welsh hunt-racing a tremendous boost. 

“Paul is bound to come in for some well deserved 
back slapping at today's Pentyrch Hunt at Llantwit 
Major where he has several rides.” 

At that meeting, under the heading ‘First Win 
After 17 Years’, my report read: “One rider rode his 
100th winner and another had his first at the 
Pentyrch Hunt Point-To-Point Steeplechases. 
Newport's Steve Shinton, aged 33, who has been 
riding for 17 years, finally made it into the winners’ 
enclosure when the family-owned seven-year-old 
brown gelding Beruto landed the second division of 
the Maiden. 

“Basaleg’s Tim Rooney, who has ridden nine 
hunter chase winners, brought his total number of 
wins to 100 when chalking up his 91st success 
between-the-flags on 14-year-old Crosstown, who 
is owned by Barry farmer Ted Williams. 

“Crosstown, who had finished runner-up in his 
previous four races, came home four lengths clear 
of Final Clear in the Adjacent. 

“In the four-mile Open for the Welsh Point-To- 
Point Grand National, odds-on favourite French 
Bob looked like he was going to win his fourth race 
in a row, but he ran out approaching the last leaving 
Purple Haze, ridden by Wade Willis, to finish one- 
and-a-half lengths ahead of August Moon, with the 
1983 winner Mr Moneybags a further length away 
in third spot. 

“Tarnya Davis had the Ladies’ Open won on 
Dainty Dolly when Luchello came down three from 


home and Grenville Richards’ mare was winning for 
the third time this season. 

“Tim Lewis rode a well judged race on Sporting 
Tack to win the Members by six lengths from Quiz 
Master with last year's winner Grand Trianon a 
further eight lengths back in third place.” 

For the record, Bridgend butcher Jon Tudor won 
the restricted on Trailing Rose. 

One point-to-point rider who was rarely out of 
the headlines was Cowbridge farmer John 
Llewellyn and under the heading ‘Llewellyn Gets 
His 150th Win’ I revealed: “John Llewellyn from 
Cowbridge reached a milestone in his riding career 
when landing his 150th winner at the Llangeinor 
Hunt Point-To-Point Steeplechases. 

“Llewellyn, aged 38, got Mr Money Bags home 
by a neck in the Men’s Open to reach his 140th win 
between-the-flags and his 10 wins under rules made 
it a historic 150 altogether. Llewellyn, who made 
history a couple of years ago by becoming the first 
Welshman to win the National risers’ championship 
outright, made it win 151 when scoring on Young 
Sugar Bush in the maiden. 

“He now has a two point lead over Tim Rooney 
in the Welsh riders’ championship. Bridgend’s Jon 
Tudor, who is enjoying his best ever season, won 
the Members’ race on Island Mist who was left in 
the lead when Rose Stuart came down at the second 
last fence. 

“Final Flirtation, a 33-1 outsider, came to the aid 
of the bookmakers when landing the adjacent from 
Linkville who was half-a-length down at the 
winning post. Final Flirtation, a half-sister to 
Dudley Cup winner Nornan Case, was ridden by 21- 
year-old David Llewellyn. 

“David's brother Carl, aged 19, who is assistant 
trainer to Bristol's Jim Old won the Restricted Open 
on Yukon Tina.” 

Carl Llewellyn and David Llewellyn are not 
related to Cowbridge's John Llewellyn. They are 
from west Wales and, of course, Carl went on to ride 
two Grand National winners in Party Politics (1992) 
and Earth Summit (1998). Perhaps David's claim to 
fame is that he is the owner, breeder and trainer of 
Lady Dudley Cup winner and prolific point-to- 
pointer Rosies Peacock. 

These days, Shropshire's Lucy Crow is a well- 
known leading trainer of point-to-pointers. 
However, back then she was a leading rider and 
under the heading ‘Lucy’s Journey Proves In Vain’, 
I reported: “Leading lady rider Lucy Crow made a 
four hour journey from north Shropshire to ride at 
the Ystrad Hunt Point-To-Point at Llantwit Major. 
But her long trek proved disappointing, as she could 
only finish fourth on odds-on Optimum in the 
Ladies’ Open Race. 

“The race was won by 18-year-old Heather 


Barry Seconds progress in 
Cup at Caerau’s expense 


BARRY 2nd XV 
welcomed the visit of 
Caerau Ely, who were on 
the back of a defeat by 
Barry’s 1st XV, to the 
Reservoir Fields for a 
Mallet Cup second round 
tie. 

A spate of players unavailable 
due to touring Scotland for the 
Six Nations, and also Valentine’s 
Day commitments, meant that 
coach Rhidian Scott and 
manager Ken Chow gave a first 
start for Jordan Clarke on the 
wing, while there were also 
recalls for James Hadfield and 
Josh Flynn after long-term 
injuries. 

The home side started with an 
extra step in their stride, possibly 
because of the long time since 
they played a competitive game, 
and the visitors found it difficult 
to live with that tempo. With 
Hadfield, Dominic Busuttil and 
Sion Vidal to the fore, Barry 
pinned their opponents early on 
as they pressed for the opening 
score. 

After Ashley Adams had 
wasted an early penalty 
opportunity from kickable 
distance, Barry’s pressure was 
rewarded when Dave Evans’ 
crunching tackle saw the ball 
spilled by Caerau, and Hadfield 


was on hand to open the scoring 
with a simple try. Adams added 
the extras. 

Then the floodgates opened. 
Shifting the ball quickly out 
wide, Barry negated the power 
of the Caerau forwards to send 
Jamie Oaten galloping through 
from midfield, and despite 
seemingly running out of gas 
towards the line, he managed to 
touch down for a second 
converted try. 

With still 10 minutes to go 
from halftime, the game seemed 
all but over when Hadfield once 
again finished off a fine Barry 
move to score underneath the 
posts, with the conversion a 
formality. 

Hadfield, however, injured 
himself in the process, and his 
withdrawal sparked a mini 
revival from the visitors who 
laid siege to the Barry line, but 
were repelled by some typically 
stern tackling from John Miles, 
Lee Jones and Evans. At the 
interval the score was 21-0. 

With the other scorer Oaten 
also withdrawn at halftime, 
Caerau sensed a chance of a 
comeback. However, that was 
quickly thwarted when quick 
ball generated by the Barry 
forwards and scrum-half 
Gallivan gave Adams the 
opportunity to score a well- 


worked try. He converted the try 
himself to put Barry out of sight. 

Using a combination of 
forward power and slick passing 
from the backs, Barry would add 
two more tries before the end. 
Gallivan was the first to profit 
from a close-range effort, before 
Busuttil crashed over underneath 
the posts showing great 
determination and power. 

To their credit, the visitors 
rallied late on with only 13 men 
and were rewarded rightly with 
an unconverted try at the death, 
making the final score 42-5, but 
the day ultimately belonged to 
Barry, who have now dispatched 
two of the favourites for the cup 
in the last two rounds. 

The 1st XV will host Llandaff 
North this weekend, while the 
2nd XV will return to action on 
March 7 when they play 
Llanishen at home. 

Team: Mepham; Poole, 
Busuttil, Evans, Clarke; Adams, 
Gallivan; Morris, Vidal, Come; 
Jones ©, Oaten; Miles, Hadfield, 
Rolfe. Replacements: Thomas, 
Flynn, Westall, Dimond. Man of 
the match: Miles. 

KC 

SEE HOWARD POOLE'S 
PICTURES ON PAGE 36 


McCaul, who rode a stylish finish on Violet Higg’s 
Magic Rock to win by six lengths from Red Spirit, 
partnered by Rhondda’s Shajn Morgan. Another 
young rider in good form was Caerphilly’s Tim 
Jones who took the Adjacent on Ann Holly’s MS 
Largesse who was winning for the third time this 
season. 

“Jones, aged 19, is the son of the late Lloyd 
Jones, who was killed in a race riding accident some 
years ago. Mr Moneybags, one of the toughest 
point-to-pointers in training, who was having his 
fourth race in as many weeks, won the Men's Open 
under Cowbridge’s John Llewellyn by a distance 
from Friday’s Meadow, with Pipegate a further 
distance away in third place.” 

Mrs Shan Farr, formerly Miss Shan Morgan (she 
married Aberthin farmer Ross Farr) has a daughter 
Emily who has ridden point-to-point winners in the 
Vale as well as in New Zealand, and it is nice to be 
reporting on the successes of the sons and daughters 
of the mothers and fathers I was writing about all 
those years ago. 

Under the heading ‘Shan Holds Off Late 
Challenge’, this is how my report dated April 23, 
1985, of the Glamorgan Hunt Point-To-Point read: 
“Norman Jones’ ex-Irish chaser Luchgello made 
nearly all the running to win the first division of the 
Ladies’ Open at the Glamorgan Hunt Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases. 


“Confidently ridden by Rhondda’s Shan Morgan, 
Luchello easily held off the late challenge of odds- 
on favourite Dainty Dolly. The second division 
went to outsider Magic Rock who gave Heather 
McCaul her first winning ride in just four races. 

“Heather, aged 18, from Hereford rode a stylish 
finish to score by half a length from the odds-on 
favourite Mickley That. Caerphilly's Mike Bishop 
saw his promising seven-year-old Timebreaker 
score a comfortable win over 14-year-old Hobo in 
the Adjacent hunts race. 

“Timebreaker was the first leg of a double for 
Tim Rooney who later landed a division of the 
maiden on Savage Sally. Cowbridge farmer John 
Llewellyn also had a double with the grey Suiker 
Bos in the members' race and Master Straight in the 
first division of the Men's Open. 

“Schoolteacher Peter Murphy, aged 38, who has 
been riding for only two seasons, chalked up his 
first winner when 13-year-old Suntan Susie, who he 
owns in partnership with Mike Hodges, won 
division two of the Maiden. 

“St Athan farmer John Thomas took the first 
division on Cyril Liley’s five-year-old Ocean Boy 
who beat Ardcan by half-a-length.” 

You can e-mail your point-to-point 
memories/pictures to brianlee4@virginmedia.com 
or phone him on 02920736438. 

BRIAN LEE 


Pupils’ cross-country success 



ON Wednesday, February 11, five girls 
from Llantwit Major School travelled to 
Brecon to represent the Cardiff/Vale 
team in their various age groups. 

It was a dry but very cold day, the snow topped 
hills in the distance making a picturesque view for 
the runners. 

Elbe Atkinson and Erin Hayes were members of 
the senior team. They both had excellent races, 


Cowbridge 
darts league 
round-up 


ON Tuesday, 
February 10, the 
first round matches 
in the men’s 
doubles were 
played at the 
Edmondes Arms 
and Llanharry 
Working Men’s 
Club. 

It was a good night 
for doubles pairs from 
the Highwayman Inn 
with Wayne Morgan and 
Steve Sylvester, Ashley 
Baker and Dave Lowden 
and Lee Jones and Adam 
Sheppard all winning. 

The remaining 
winning doubles pairs 
were Rob McCaver and 
Paul Ward (Hare & 
Hounds), Tony Fox and 
Dave Thomas (Farmers 
Arms), Lee Davies and 
Morgan John 
(Llanharry), Trevor 
Morgan and Cedric 
Simmonite and Steve 
Simmonite and Rhys 
Jury (Edmondes 'A'). 


Present league 
standings after 14 
matches, are: Llanharry 
(105 points), Edmondes 
B (81), Highwayman Inn 
(70), Edmondes A (69), 
Hare and Hounds (60), 
Farmer’s Arms and 
Edmondes C (46) and 
Old Post Ladies (25). 

On Tuesday, February 
24, there is a full 
programme of league 
matches. The 
Highwayman Inn hosts 
the Edmondes A, the 
Edmondes C hosts the 
Farmers Arms, the 
Edmondes B hosts the 
Hare and Hounds and 
Llanharry hosts the Old 
Post Ladies. All matches 
start at 8.15pm and 
spectators are welcome. 

For further 

information e-mail Paul 
at 

cowbridgedarts@ gmail. 
com; up-to-date 
information can be 
found at 

darts.apsn.co.uk. PJT 


finishing second and 10th out of a field of 50 
runners. Their excellent performances helped the 
team finish second in a tough competition. 

Hannah Jones represented the middle girls team, 
Alisha Hayes the junior girls team which finished 
second in the competition and Erin McCloughlin 
the year 7 team which finished third in the 
competition - well done to all girls. 

Congratulations also go to Erin Hayes who 
gained her first Welsh vest for cross-country when 
she represented the Welsh team in the Cardiff cross 
challenge competition in January. SB 


Wolves have 
too much bite 
for Rhoose 


AFTER the heavy 
rain on Friday, the 
pitch was in very 
good condition for 
this game between 
Dinas Wolves 
under-12s and 
Rhoose. 

The visitors had 
instructions to press high 
and move the ball as fast 
as they could. Doing this 
throughout the game 
gave the villagers so 
many opportunities. 

Goals came thick and 
fast in the opening 30 
minutes with an absolute 
cracker from Jake Frost. 
Kiean Quest and Kyle 
Booker bossed the wings 
and offered width while 
Tylor Williams, Jacob 
Moss, Robson Mallum 
gave the team a great 
platform to work off. 

Dylan Morris played 
such a high line in goals 
there was little space to 


get in behind the Dinas 
team. 

Going forward 
Wolves play with such 
verve and the movement 
was so lively they cut 
through the home side to 
score some great team 
goals. 

The boys train very 
hard on a style of play 
so they know where and 
when to go and their 
work rate for each is 
other is a joy to watch. 

Man of the match 
Callum Hewitson scored 
with a great overhead 
kick, with goals from 
Jake Frost, Jake Lewis 
(3), Kyle Booker (2), Joe 
Doughty (2), Cole 
Saunders, Callum 
Hewitson (3), Bayley 
Harewood (2) and an 
own goal. 

The lads wish Zak, 
Connor and Ieaun a 
speedy recovery. 

LS 
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Young 

bright 

TWO young figure 
skaters from the 
Vale have recently 
been selected for the 
British development 
squad. 

Harriett Wells (8), and 
Joseph Webb (11), 
started skating when 
Harriett was four and 
Joseph was seven. 

They got together as a 
pair when they were six 
and nine. Harriett and 
Joseph entered their first 
competition in 

Basingstoke at this 
young age, were placed 
third and competed in 
Bradford again a year 
later and placed first. 

Harriett and Joseph 
have dedicated the last 
year to their skating tests 
and in December passed 
their level 1 and 2 and 
have recently been put in 
for their level 3. 

The pair train at 
Cardiff Planet Ice five 
times a week, some days 
getting on the ice for 
6am. 

Harriett goes to Ysgol 
Sant Curig in Barry and 


skaters have 
future ahead 



Send your 
news and 
reports to us - 
email 

gemeditorial 

@tindlenews 

.co.uk 


the school is very 
supportive of her. 

She is currently on the 
development squad as a 
single skater, as well as a 
pair. 

Joseph started skating 
on a family day out; he 
got on the ice and took to 
it like a duck to water and 
never looked back. 

He goes to St Illtyds 
Primary in Llantwit 
Major, where the school 
have always offered him 
lots of encouragement. 

Recently, Harriett and 
Joseph appeared on ITV 
Wales News, talking 
about their skating, and 
have taken part in other 
filming programmes and 


have been lucky enough 
to skate with celebrities. 

Harriett and Joseph 
are the youngest pair in 
Britain on the 
development squad and 
are working towards 
competing in the British 
championships in 

November 2015. 

They are both really 
excited about going to 
their new home in 
Cardiff Ice Arena Wales. 

The families are 
looking for sponsorship 
to help the pair with 
training and kit. 

If anyone can help, 
please contact Owen on 
07968 734042. 

AW 


The Barry & 
District 
ladies skittle 
league results 


RESULTS for week 
commencing 
February 2: 

First Division: Allsorts 
(C Griffiths, C Brewer 
26) 281, Pila Palas (H 
Say, J Griffiths 27) 245; 
Coppers (S Curtis 37) 
322, Castaways (M 
Wilder 34) 315; SV 
Gals (K Hawkins 320 
297, Barry Stars (N 
Jones 33) 275; Colcot 
Lds (S Howroft 29) 

246, Family Affair (N 
Jones 24) 234; Red 
Admiral (Steph 
Clements 275) 266, 
Family & Friends (J 
Phillips 33) 273; Space 
Finders ( E Worthy 33) 
327, Baker’s Dozen 
(Western 40) 340; 
Special Angels (T Jones 
26) 225, Cigar Lds (J 
Price 29) 269. 

Second Division: 
Strikers (R Phillips 27) 
202, SV Lights (N 
Alsop 25) 235; Roller 
Coasters (C Thomas 
265) 209, After Eights 
(I Havard 23) 221; 
Witchill Widows (L 
Spyrou 34) 291, Divas 
(A Bird 30) 238; Vixens 
(L Gasworthy 32) 278, 
Witchill Weebies (J 
Byrne 29) 253; Bobby’s 
Girls (S Sugden 29) 
257, Rhoose 


Starlighters (P 
Tucknutt, E Davies 24) 
236; Castle Bandits (D 
Collard, C Kerslake 26) 
235, Breakaways (C 
Parfitt 27) 227; Clickies 
(M Williams 33) 324, 
Cad Con Fillies (V 
Heard 32) 284. 

Third Division: 

Rhoose Ravers (J Lott 
31) 244, Dolly 
Mixtures (P Bayham 

24) 246; Jolly Dollies 
(V Jackon 31, K Taylor 
22) 268, Hill Billies (J 
Lambeth 223) 207; 
Airways Angels (J 
Thomas, E Jones 26) 
243, Westenders (G 
Somers 27) 253; Rugby 
Triers (K Britton 25) 
216, Persuaders (K 
Scott 23) 268; SV Lds 
(M Lacny 32) 285, 
Friends & Neighbours 
(E Weston 36) 272; 

Lil’s Devils (J Davies 

25) 215, Merry Makers 
(C Morse 25) 204. 

Fifth Division: Nite 
Outers (L White 34) 
167, Billy Bunter (G 
Loveless 30) 239. 


Sully bowls team lose 
to top flight Newport 


SULLY indoor 
bowls 
championship team 
travelled to 

Newport last 

Saturday for their 
final league game 
with great 

expectancy, yet 
suffered a 

humiliating defeat. 

Newport always field 
a strong team and 
Saturday was no 
exception with a number 
of current and past 
internationals playing, 
therefore Sully had to 
play above the norm to 
force a result. 

It was soon evident in 
the early ends that 
Newport were in no 
mood to make it easy for 
the visitors and went 
straight into a 19 shot 
lead, 18-37, by the end of 
the fifth. 

At this point three 
Sully rinks of Martin 
Clarke, Ken McLeod and 
Brian Foscolo were 
actually competing 
strongly and were ahead 
by three, two and three 
shots respectively, but 
the rinks of Fred Phillips, 
Mat Woodcock and Brian 
Griffiths were struggling 
against some fine 
bowling from the 
Newport rinks skipped 
by Tom Nicholls, Mike 
Dick and Alan Bradford. 

By the 10 th end 
Newport piled on the 
pressure and had 
increased their lead to 30 


shots, 38-68, with the 
Sully players way off 
form and continuing to 
struggle against a 
Newport team bowling at 
the top of their game. 

At the three-quarter 
mark Newport were well 
ahead by an 
embarrassing 56 shots, 
57-113, with still six 
ends to play. Only the 
rinks of Foscolo and 
McLeod were making a 
game of it, being level 
and one behind 
respectively. 

By the 21st and final 
end, only Foscolo’s rink 
of Graham Cogbill, Gary 
Eastment and Mike 
Doyle managed a fine 
win, beating an excellent 
Newport rink skipped by 
Brian Howard 21-19 by 
taking a three on the final 


end. 

Unfortunately 
McLeod’s rink, who had 
fought their way to the 
front by the 19th end, 
then dropped a two and a 
single on the last two 
ends to lose by one shot, 
16-17. 

The other Sully rinks 
didn’t turn up on the day 
and all lost heavily but 
hopefully this will have 
given the newer players 
an insight as to where 
they have to be in the 
future to improve their 
chances of competing 
against the teams like 
Newport and Blaenau 
Gwent. 

Match result: Sully 
(88) two points, Newport 
(135) 20 points. 

FP 


Good results for 
young footballers 

BARRY Town United under-19s 
recorded their third win in four 
competitive matches recently, with a 
thrilling 5-4 victory at Caldicot Town in 
Welsh League Youth Division East. 

Goals from Adam Owens, Keir Mclnery, Bradley 
O’Loughlin (2) and Taylor Harris secured the 
points under the floodlights at Jubilee Way, moving 
the Town above AFC Porth, who they edged out 4- 
3 the previous weekend. 

The under-14s, coming off a 5-2 triumph against 
Llantwit Major, battled hard to secure a point at St 
Athan, while goals from Joseff Rosser and Kenzie 
Ashton helped the under-12s come from two goals 
behind to earn a 2-2 draw against Dinas Powys. 

AC 
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wessex 

GARAGES 


THE INTELLIGENT CHOICE 


Hadfield Road, Cardiff, CF11 8AQ T. 029 2167 7596 
wessexgarages.com 


a 


INSTANT 

ONLINE CAR 
VALUATION 
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reevooV 


Terms and Conditions apply. £500 Min Part Exchange - Your part exchange vehicle must carry a valid MOT with at least 1 months remaining. The vehicle log book must be in the name of the person purchasing the new vehicle. Excludes managers specials. This is not available in conjunction with any other Wessex 
Garages offer. Offer applies to any part exchange against any new vehicle, ordered and registered before 31 March 2015. Offer applies to private retail customers only. Maximum of 1 qualifying part exchange per new vehicle purchased. Part exchange must be disclosed before entering into any financial negotiations. 


ENJOY A COST TO SUIT 
YOUR BANK BALANCE. 




BRAND NEW NISSAN JUKE ACENTA 
DIG-T 115 MANUAL 2WD 
FROM £149 A MONTH 

Now with 3 Years’ Free Servicing* 


NISSAN PULSAR VISIA DIG-T 115 MANUAL 

PCP REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE 


BRAND NEW NISSAN PULSAR VISIA 
DIG-T 115 MANUAL 
FROM £179 A MONTH 

Now with 3 Years’ Free Servicing* 


36 MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS 

GUARANTEED 

FUTURE VALUE (GFV) 

NISSAN DEPOSIT 
CONTRIBUTION 

ON THE ROAD 
CASH PRICE 

CUSTOMER 

DEPOSIT 

TOTAL AMOUNT 
OF CREDIT 

INTEREST 

CHARGES 

TOTAL AMOUNT 
PAYABLE 

DURATION OF 
AGREEMENT 

ANNUAL 

MILEAGE 

EXCESS MILEAGE 
CHARGE 

RATE OF INTEREST 
P.A. (FIXED) 

6.9% APR 
REPRESENTATIVE 

£179 

£6,100 

£1,500 

£14,875 

£1,995 

£10,475 

£1,164 

£16,039 

37 MONTHS 

5,000 

8p per mile 

4.9% 


WESSEX GARAGES CARDIFF 
Hadfield Road 

Cardiff CF11 8AQ 1029 2167 7596 

wessexgarages.com 


wessex 

GARAGES 

THE INTELLIGENT CHOICE 


Qashqai Range: URBAN 37.2-67.3mpg (7.6-4.2L/100km), EXTRA URBAN 55.4-78.5mpg (5.1-3.6iyi00km), COMBINED 47.1-74.3mpg (6.0-3.817100km), CO 2 emissions 138-99g/km. Juke Range: URBAN 28.8 - 61.4mpg 
(9.8-4.6L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 47.1-76.4mpg (6.0-3.7m00km); COMBINED 38.2-70.6mpg (7.4-4.0m00km); CO 2 emissions 169-104g/km. 

Offers valid until 31 March 2015 at participating dealers only and subject to vehicle availably. Finance provided by RCI Financial Services Limited, PO Box 149, Watford WD171FJ. Subject to status. Guarantees and indemnities may be required. You must be at least 18 and a UK resident (excluding the Isle of Man and Channel Islands). Teims and conditions apply, please visit www.nissanHiffeic.CQ.uk/ 
termsandconditions or your local dealer for full details. Model shown is Juke DIG-T 115 Manual 2WD at £149 per month with additional metallic paint at £509 and is based on Juke DIG-T with DEPOSIT OF £3,595 FOLLOWED BY 35 PAYMENTS OF £149. Juke offer based on 6,000 miles pa, excess mileage 8p per mile, Pulsar offer based on 5,000 miles pa, excess mieage 8p per mile. Offers not available in 
conjunction with any schemes or other offers. Vehicle price includes first registration fee and 12 months’ road fend licence. Our dealership introduce customers to a fruited number of finance providers including RCI Financial Services Ltd. We may receive a commission from the finance provider for the introduction. For terms and conditions relating to Nissan technologies visitwww.nissan.co.uk/technologyT&Cs. 
Always drive carefely and attentively. *Free servicing fer 3 years is available when the vehicle is financed through Nissan Finance and servicing must be by a franchised Nissan dealer at specified intervals. Mileage limits from 37,500 apply - please see wwwjiissan-offers.co.uk/termsandconditjons for servicing intervals: MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing, in accordance with 2004/3/ EC and intended 
for comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. Information correct at time of going to print Model shots shown are for illustration purposes only. Nissan Motor (GB) Ltd, The Rivers Office Park, Denham Way, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 9YS. 
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NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 



10 FORD S-Max 2.0 Diesel Zetec Auto 

Black, 53,000 mile 7-seater 

£9,995 


62 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 3-Dr 

In Silver, 9,000 miles, a/c alloys 

Reduced to £7,995 



07 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Diesel 
Reference Sport 3-Dr 

In Red, 79,000 miles 

£3,995 


62 FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge 

White, 14,000 miles, 1 owner, superb example 

£7,695 


10 TOYOTA Aygo "Blue" 1.0 WTi 

Electric Blue, 42,000 miles, £20 road tax 

£4,995 


62 





JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK. 


JAGUAR XK 5.0 V8 Convertible In silver, black hood, 

black/cream leather, 25,000 miles, 1 owner .£32,995 

LAND ROVER Discovery 2.7 Diesel HSE, Automatic, 
7-Seater. Silver with black leather, 63,000 miles, sat-nav, 

tv, steps, fully colour coded .£18,995 

89 LOTUS Espirit 2.2 In white with navy leather, 33,000 

miles, 25 year old sports car.£10,995 

10 FORD S-Max 2.0 Diesel Zetec Auto In black, 53,000 mile 

7-seater .£9,995 

10 HONDA CRZ Sport Hybrid In red, 20,000 miles, sporty 

looks, fantastic mpg.£8,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 3-Dr In silver, 9,000 miles, a/c 

alloys.Reduced to £7,995 

FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge In white, 14,000 miles, 1 owner, 

superb example .£7,695 

RENAULT Megane 1.5 Diesel Dynamique Tomtom In 

silver, 46,000 miles, sat-nav etc .£7,495 

CITROEN C3 Picasso VTR+ 1.6 Diesel In met grey, 

35,000 miles, 1 owner .£6,995 

SUBARU TriBeca B9 Automatic 3.0 Litre 7-Seater 4x4 In 

met grey with grey leather 58,000 miles.£6,995 

59 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In silver, 36,000 miles, very 

nice example at .£6,495 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 GT CC Convertable In silver, 32,000 

miles .£6,495 

10 SKODA Fabia 1.4 TDi Estate In silver, 50,000 miles, low 
running costs .£5,995 

57 MERCEDES C180K Coupe ‘Sport Edition’ Auto In blue- 

black metallic, 80,000 miles .£5,995 

09 CITROEN C4 Picasso VTR+ 7-seater In silver, 62,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,995 

10 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. In electric blue, 

49,000 mile family hatch .£5,695 

09 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Sport 3-Dr In met lime, 52,000 miles, very 
nice example, new shape .£5,495 

58 CITROEN C5 2.0 VTR+ Auto. In met blue, 39,000 miles, 

fantastic value at.Reduced to £5,495 

08 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 Diesel Automatic Exclusive. In 

met blue, 61,000 mile 7 seater .£5,495 

08 VW Golf 1.4 ‘S’ 5-Dr In met blue, 79,000 miles, a/c etc, 
ideal family hatch at.£5,495 

57 VW Golf Plus 1.9 Diesel (105) Luna In silver, 73,000 

miles, ideal family car.£5,495 

59 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme 3-Dr In black, 36,000 miles, 

low insurance .Reduced to £5,295 

VW Golf 1.6 Match 5-Dr In black, 64,000 miles, a/c, alloys 

etc.£5,295 

FIAT Panda 1.2 Active 5-Dr In black, 22,000 miles, £30 

road tax .£4,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In met blue, 75,000 miles, 
ideal family hatch.£4,995 

09 SUZUKI Splash 1.2 GLS+ 5-Dr. In met blue, 55,000 miles, 
low insurance.£4,995 

58 RENAULT Clio Dynamique 1.2 Estate In silver, 60,000 

miles with a/c, alloys .£4,995 

58 RENAULT Clio 1.5 Diesel Dynamique 5-Dr In black, 

71,000 miles, 1 owner, £30 road tax.£4,995 

58 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 Exclusive, 7-seater In black, 

69,000 miles.£4,995 

08 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta. In electric blue, 39,000 miles, 

alloys, a/c, c/d .Reduced to £4,995 

KIA Ceed 1.6 LS 5-Dr In met blue, 47,000 miles, alloys, a/c 

etc .£4,995 

ALFA Romeo 159 Lusso 1.9 Diesel In met-grey, 68,000 

miles, stylish saloon .£4,995 

SKODA Fabia 3 TDi 1.9 Estate. In met grey, 71,000 miles, 

low running costs .reduced to £4,995 

TOYOTA Yaris 1.4 Diesel SR D4D 5-Dr In met grey, 71,000 

miles, sat-nav, 1 owner .Reduced to £4,995 

57 VW Jetta 1.9 Diesel SE In silver, 72,000 miles, good 
looking saloon at .£4,995 


60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-Dr In red, 59,000 miles, 1 owner, 

low insurance.£4,995 

10 TOYOTA Aygo “Blue” 1.0 WTi 5-Dr In electric blue, 

42,000 miles, £20 road tax .£4,995 

09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Diesel ‘S’ 5-Dr In silver, 63,000 miles, 

low road tax .£4,995 

08 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In met-blue, 61,000 miles 

with a/c etc .£4,995 

62 PEUGEOT 107 Active In red, 21,000 miles, 1 owner .... 

.Reduced to £4,995 

57 HYUNDAI i130 Style 2.0 Diesel 5-Dr In silver, 72,000 

miles, nice example .£4,995 

55 MINI Cooper In black (chilli pack), 17” alloys, host of extras, 

superb value at .£4,995 

53 BMW 330 Diesel Sport Touring Auto In silver with grey 
leather, nice example at .£4,995 

58 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Diesel ‘S’ 5-Dr In met turquoise, 

55,000 miles .£4,695 

53 MERCEDES SLK 200 6-Speed In silver, 89,000 mile 

convertable at .£4,695 

08 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 5-Dr (100) In black, 

50,000 miles, 2 owners.Reduced to £4,495 

09 CITROEN C3 1.4 Diesel VT 5-Dr In silver, 52,000 miles, 

£30 road tax.£4,295 

08 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Sport 3-Dr In met grey, 52,000 miles, 

1 owner .£4,295 

08 SMART Fortwo Passion Automatic Convertable In 

black/silver, 31,000 miles, £20 road tax .£4,295 

07 VAUXHALL Vectra Exclusive CDTi 5-Dr Auto In silver, 
low mileage diesel at.£4,295 

59 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 ‘S’ Eco-Flex 3-Dr In red with white 

stripes, 57,000 miles, upgraded, alloys.£3,995 

57 SEAT Ibiza 1.2 Reference 5-Dr In met grey 53,000 miles, 

low insurance.£3,995 

07 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Diesel Reference Sport 3-Dr In red, 

79,000 miles .£3,995 

06 MAZDA MX5 1.8 Convertable New shade in black, 

fantastic value at .£3,995 

55 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Zetec 5-Dr In red, 42,000 miles, 

a/c, £30 road tax .£3,995 

04 VW Golf 2.0 GT 5-Dr FSi. In silver, 84,000 miles, very nice 

example at .£3,995 

04 MINI One In red, 87,000 miles with panroof, bodykit, alloys 
etc, good looking Mini .£3,995 

58 RENAULT Clio 12 Ripcurl 3-Dr In met grey, 58,000 miles, 

low insurance.£3,795 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Ghia Automatic 5-Dr In purple with grey 
leather trim, 47,000 miles .£3,695 

54 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel SE Estate In met grey, 84,000 

miles with leather heated seats .£3,695 

07 SKODA Fabio 1.2 HPT (70) 5-Dr In red, 52,000 miles, low 

insurance .£3,495 

07 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-Dr In met-blue, 79,000 

miles .£3,495 

07 PEUGEOT 107 Urban 5-Dr In electric blue, 62,000 miles, 
1 owner, £20 road tax .£3,495 

55 TOYOTA Corolla T-Spirit 1.6VVN 5-Dr In silver, 68,000 

miles .£3,495 

57 FIAT Bravo 1.9 Diesel Active In black, 80,000 miles, 

alloys etc .£3,295 

05 RENAULT Megane 1.9 Diesel Dynamique Convertable 

In black, low mileage .£3,295 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertable In silver, 

84,000 miles .£2,795 

54 SMART City Passion Auto. In silver, 68,000 miles, low 

road tax, host of extras .£2,695 

05 CITROEN Xsara Picasso Desire 1.8 In blue, 61,000 

miles, family hatch .£2,495 

05 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life Twinport 3-Dr In silver, low 
mileage.£2,495 



HONDA CRZ Sport Hybrid 

Red, 20,000 miles, sporty looks, fantastic mpg 

£8,995 



CITROEN C5 VTR Plus 2.0 
Petrol Automatic 

Blue, 39,148 miles 

£5,995 



56 SUBARU TriBeca B9 
Automatic 3.0 Litre 7 seater 4x4 

Met grey with grey leather, 58,000 miles 

£6,995 



62 PEUGEOT 107 Active 

Red, 21,000 miles, free road tax, 1 owner 

Reduced to £4,995 



09 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Sport 3-Dr 

In met lime, 52,000 miles, very nice 
example 

£5,495 


RaC 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R BC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


u 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Athletic left 
‘disappointed’ 
by win over 
Blackwood 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic secured 
their second 

successive bonus 
point victory with a 
38-10, six tries to 
one, victory at 
Blackwood. 

Despite the victory, 
the Athletic supporters 
were disappointed by a 
patchy display on a 
gluepot of a pitch. 

The first 15 minutes 
summed up the 
performance when a 
succession of passes 
were dropped, penalty 
kicks to touch failed to 
reach their targets and a 
surprising number of 
tackles were missed. 

Sanity was restored in 
the 16th minute when 
the Athletic succumbed 
to taking the easy three 
points on offer with a 
penalty from outside 
half Robert Evans. 

However this was not 
the stepping stone to a 
point’s avalanche as a 
series of missed tackles 
saw Pontypool centre 
Ben Smell cross in the 
corner. The very lively 
Blackwood outside half 
James Dowle added the 
extras to put the home 
side 7-3 ahead. 

Wing Dan Howells 
then broke out of his 22 
and ran into the 
Blackwood 22. He won 
a line out 10 metres from 
the try line. Hooker 


Nathan Holman found 
Sean Williams at the line 
out and then joined the 
catch and drive to 
touchdown wide out. 
Outside half Robert 
Evans added the 
conversion to put the 
Athletic 10-7 ahead. 

Dowle levelled the 
scores with a penalty. In 
the closing stages of the 
half, another lineout 
catch and drive saw prop 
Wayne Fookes become 
joint top Athletic 
forward try scorer to 
give the Athletic a 15-10 
halftime lead. 

The Athletic started 
the second half with 
more purpose. They won 
a five-metre scrum and 
despite being heavily 
outweighed by the 
Blackwood eight, the 
superior scrummaging 
technique of the front 
row of Fooks, Holman 
and Rod Apsee saw the 
scrum heading to the try 
line at a rate of knots for 
No 8 Griff Davies to join 
Fooks on four tries for 
the season. 

The Athletic backs 
finally came into the act. 
Scrum half Jake 
Williams broke and set 
up a maul and the ball 
was quickly recycled 
and passed through the 
hand of Evans and 
Michael Hathaway to 
co-centre Ryan Owen. 

Owen broke through 
the defence, drew the 


Bridgend 
Bridge Club 


THE results for 
Bridgend Bridge 
Club for recent 
competitionss are: 


helps if players arrive at 
least 10 minutes early. 

On Thursday 

afternoons at 2pm, also at 
Nolton Church Hall, 


Wednesday, February , . , , r 

11 - 1st Tony Disley and there is a gentle duplicate 

- - | JqJjh session. Master points 

and Liam are now awarded but it 
3rd Irene rema i ns a relaxed 
Graham occas i° n where players 
on enjoy their bridge. 


Glyn Williams, 2nd John 
Beard 
Sheridan 
Thomas and 
Jones; winners 


handicap Rob Forman Further information can 


and Alan Heath 
Friday, February 
(club handicap pairs 


be obtained by calling 
13 Steve Burgoyne on 
01656 661968, John 


round two) - 1st Dave Evans on 01656 880372 
Reed and Jim Hume, 2nd or David Newman on 
Tony Disley and Dave 01656 649138. 

Lee, 3rd John Moore and The results for 
Mildred Trigg Knight; Thursday, February 12 
winners when handicap were : 1st Barrie Jenkins 
not used Tony Disley and and Vanessa Beacham, 

DaveLee - 2nd John Hillman and 

Positions when both Mari Jones? 3rd Dilys 
weeks scores used: 1st Bowser and v Irene 
Emer Disley and Debbie Thomas 


Lee, 2nd Dave Reed and 
Jim Hume, 3rd John 
Moore and Mildred 
Trigg-Knight. 
Congratulations to Emer 
Disley and Debbie Lee 
on being this year's ^ 
winners 


The current course of 
lessons is coming to an 
end but there will be a 
new course later in the 


To register an interest 
please contact Steve 


Regular club nights Burgoyne on 01656 
take place on Wednesday 661968, John Evans on 
and Friday evenings at 01656 880372 or David 
Nolton Church Hall. Play Newman on 01656 

is scheduled to 649138. 
commence at 7pm so it TG 


full back and put wing 
Dan Howells over wide 
out to extend his top try 
scorer total to seven for 
the season. It also 
secured the Athletic a 
bonus point. 

Owen was again the 
provider for the fifth 
Athletic try. Good 
rucking by Tom Penry- 
Ellis and Ben Howe saw 
turnover ball for the 
Athletic and Owen ran 
50 metres and put over 
wing Stuart Griffiths for 
his first Athletic try. 

The sixth and final try 
came when full back 
Josh White gathered a 
clearance kick on half 
way and ran strongly 
into the Blackwood 22. 

The ball was quickly 
passed along the line for 
man of the match Owen 
to join the four try club 
for the season as he ran 
in from 30 metres to 
secure a 38-10 victory 
for the Ath. 

Team manager Paul 
Hearne summed up the 
overall feeling at the 
club: “Everything is 
positive having secured 
25 points from the last 
seven league fixtures - 
though there are still 
aspects of play to work 
on. The club look 
forward to this 
weekend’s cup tie at 
Carmarthen Quins with 
a full squad to select 
from.” 

AB 


Sports news from Brynteg 
Comprehensive School 


NETBALL 
MANY 
congratulations to the 


them up for a tough 
match against 

Aberdare 


following girls for Comprehensive. 


getting into the Welsh 
Netball High 

Performance Hubs 
this year: Laurie 
Morris, Caitlin Davies 
and Ellie Davies 
(year-9) who are in 
the ‘Development’ 
squad and Bethan 
Johnson (year-10) 
who is the 
‘Performance’ squad. 


The girls put in a very 
accomplished performance 
and won the game 1-0 with 
Bethan Johnson scoring the 
winning goal. This meant 
the Brynteg team then went 
on to represent the county 
in the Welsh Cup finals in 
Wrexham, North Wales. 

At the finals, Brynteg 
faced a tough challenge in 
their first game, playing last 
year’s winners Bishopston. 
They put in a solid 


Congratulation also to defensive performance and 
the under-18 netball girls improved on their score 
who won the district round a § a ‘ nst them last year, but 
of the President’s Cup. unfortunately lost the game. 


Good luck in the next 
round. 

They are: Emma Hobby, 


Next they faced another 
seasoned opponent in 
Christ College Brecon, but 


Bethan Johnson, Rebecca kept their composure. 
Murray, Chloe Dyke, Although the girls battled 
Megan Jeffery, Alex Jones hard, they were on 


and Meghanne Davies. 

UNDER-14 
FINALS 

THE under-14 hockey 
team have won their 


wrong end of the score line 
again. 

In their last pool game, 
they faced a team from 
north Wales - Brynhyfryd. 
The girls picked themselves 


first pool matches of up from two defeats and put 


the Welsh Cup. 

They played St John’s, 


in a great performance to 
win 2-0, with Carys Sheard 


first beating them 4-0 and and . Br0 8 an P° mas 
then Porthcawl 2-0. It was a sc0 ™£ t !' e . t ™. g0 S: 
great team effort with 
mixture of pupils 
years 7, 8 and 9 but player 
of the day went to Megan 
Hooper. 

They will now play one represented the 
more game to try to become exceptionally well 
the county champions, the ° ” 

winner of which goes 



Unfortunately, this was 
from not enou gh to make the 
semi-finals, but Brynteg 
finished a respectable fifth 
place in Wales, and 
school 




Team captain, Carys 
Sheard, commented: “We 


forward into the under-14 battl , ed hard wdh some 


Welsh Cup finals. 

UNDER-16 
FINALS 

THE under-16 team 
won their first pool 
matches for the Welsh 
Cup, beating both 
Cwm Rhymni and St 
John’s, which set 


good team performances, 
but got a tough draw 
against quality opposition. 

“We enjoyed having the 
opportunity to play on a 
high quality astro-turf pitch 
and would benefit from 
practising on one more 
often, as the other teams we 
came up against are ab le to 
do.” 
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□C SIX NATIONS RUGBY 

SCOTLAND 23 Wales 26 UKIU 


A CLOSE RUN THING IN BATTLE OF THE DEFENCES, BUT... 

Murrayfield recovery put Wales 
back on course for title bid 


A YEAR AGO, one week after an 
insipid display against England, 
when they were crushed 19-28 
at Twickenham, Wales partially 
rescued their 2014 Six Nations 
campaign with a resounding 51-3 
victory over Scotland in almost a 
carnival atmosphere at the 
Millennium Stadium. 

In a strange quirk of fate, the two teams 
faced each other again on Sunday last - in the 
wake of Wales’ even more dismal display in 
the 16-21 surrender to England the week 
before. 

However, this time the battlefield wasn’t 
Cardiff, but Edinburgh, with Scottish rugby 
no longer in disarray, but now steadily 
advancing under the firm hand of their new 
Kiwi commander, head coach Vern Cotter, 
and bolstered by their battling display in 
losing 15-8 to France. 

Even so, the Welsh camp were hoping that 
history would repeat itself and that the 120th 
cross-border clash between the two home 
nations since they first met 132 years ago (on 
January 8,1883, at Raeburn) would add to 
their 24 victories and three draws - compared 
to the home team’s 32 wins - on Scottish soil. 

The overall match statistics also strongly 
favoured Wales - 68 wins compared to the 
Scots’ 48 - with the Dragon having amassed a 
commanding total of 1,558 points against 
Scotland’s 1,188. 

Moreover, Wales had triumphed on the 
previous seven occasions, a run stretching 
back to 2008, when Kiwi head coach Warren 
Gatland first took over the reins - and the 
current squad had the added incentive of 
needing to make amends for the failures 
against England and justify his decision to 
resist calls for drastic changes. 

“There are times when you have to make 
changes and others when you have to back the 
players, and the forwards get a chance to redeem 
themselves he averred. 

“We probably got caught up in the way the 
(England) game played out; we need to be more 
expressive and play a bit more rugby. We have to 
get back on the horse.” 

Skipper Sam Warburton gave a clear hint 
of the intense pressure the team was now 
under to perform, following criticism of the 
display against England: “ Teams are starting to 
play a bit less rugby against us and it’s all about 
how we can adapt to that’’ 

He added: “Scotland is a must-win game for 
us. We now need four victories to have a chance 
of winning the Six Nations title”. 

In the event, a bruising encounter, packed 
with incident and controversy right to the 
end, at a Murrayfield stadium resounding to 
strains of ‘Hymns and Arias’ from the massed 
ranks of red-festooned Welsh supporters, saw 
Scotland scoring a try in the 79th minute, but 
Wales squeaking home 26-23 in a dramatic 
finale. 

And drama there was in plenty, with Wales 
tightening up the loose kicking game that had 
been so costly against England and reverting 
to the familiar direct approach, taking the 
game to the Scots with ball in hand - in a way 
they had notably failed to do in Cardiff. 

They quickly began to impose themselves 
and drew first blood with a penalty after five 
minutes, slotted over by the ever-reliable 
Leigh Halfpenny. 

The battling Scots responded, against the 
run of play, with a breakaway try by stylish 
full back Stuart Hogg, converted by scrum 
half and captain Greig Laidlaw, to give an 
early reminder that they were not be taken 


BACK PAGE COMMENT 

by Don John 
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Pictures by the 
Huw Evans Agency. 



LEFT: 

Scrum half Rhys Webb points try scorer Jonathan 
Davies towards the posts. Earlier (ABOVE) he had 
added to his own remarkable try tally for Wales. 


lightly. More chances went a-begging through 
a combination of Scottish over-eagerness, poor 
decision making, and basic handling errors, 
but Wales were forced to concede an easy 
penalty, which Laidlaw slotted over to make 
the score 10-3. 

Then it was the Scots’ turn to offend and 
Halfpenny cut the arrears with a simple 
penalty of his own. With the visitors now 
increasingly dominating possession, they 
inexplicably turned down another three points 
with a kickable penalty - opting instead to 
drive for the line. The pack lost possession, 
leading to a Scottish scrum 
and the home defence held firm. 

A controversial turning point came when 
Scotland outside half Finn Russell upended 
his opposite number Dan Biggar in a 
dangerous aerial challenge and was handed a 
yellow card by New Zealand referee Glen 
Jackson (who was to come in for criticism for 
this and other decisions) on the grounds that 
the player’s actions were not ‘intentional’. 

C That; though, was not a defence accepted 
when Wales captain Sam Warburton was 
controversially shown a red card in the 2011 
Rugby World Cup semi-final against France!) 

One wonders what certain commentators 
who felt that a yellow card was punishment 
enough, would have said if a helpless Biggar 
had been gravely injured in the incident? 

On this note, where players’ health and 
safety is concerned, officials have a clear duty 
to be consistent, particularly with another 
RWC imminent. Not surprisingly, the player 
concerned was cited by the match 
commissioner. As this column has previously 
noted, a yellow card was surely intended only 
for technical offences. If nothing else, such 
incidents highlight the need for further clarity 
on this whole contentious issue. 

In the event, Russell’s ten minute absence 
proved costly to his side - as first Halfpenny 
brought Wales to a single point deficit (10-9), 
and then scrum half Rhys Webb added to his 
remarkable scoring exploits in a red jersey by 
rounding off a move which Halfpenny 
converted from wide out. 

When Jonathan Davies incurred the wrath 
of the referee and controversially joined 


Russell in the ‘sin-bin’ for a far less serious 
misdemeanour, it was Wales’ turn to come 
under renewed pressure, but the defence held 
firm, to go into halftime 16-10 in the lead. 

The margin was almost immediately 
narrowed to 16-13 in the second period with 
the return of Russell, when Wales were 
penalised and Laidlaw made no mistake, but 
Davies’ return to the field saw Wales turn the 
screw, resulting in a penalty award. 

Halfpenny’s attempt hit an upright but 
bounced the right way and when the Welsh 
scrum, which had inevitably been expected to 
struggle in the absence of tight head Samson 
Lee, won a rare ball against the head, only the 
scrum half’s fumble foiled a seemingly certain 
touchdown. 

In fact, it was Scotland who added to their 
score with a Laidlaw penalty and the tension 
was racheted up further when a try by lively 
wing Liam Williams was disallowed for 
obstruction, and then Halfpenny for once 
missed with a penalty attempt. 

At 19-16 and with eyes already turning to 
the clock, both sides knew that the next score 
would be decisive - and in fact it was 
Jonathan Davies who powered through for a 
gifted try under the posts, which Halfpenny 
converted to make the score 26-16 

Scotland were not finished yet and launched 
yet another determined attack, only thwarted 
by a herculean Welsh defence, and a pass that 
was adjudged forward. 

They were not to be long denied, however, 
and pummelled away at the Welsh line, 
ironically-named replacement Welsh finally 
hurling himself through a pile of bodies for a 
try, converted by Laidlaw, to make the score 
26-23 . 

As the final whistle blew, it was celebration 
time in Edinburgh for the ecstatic army of 
Welsh fans who had made the long journey 
north to witness their mightily relieved team 
get their Six Nations campaign back on track. 

As ever when these two Celtic rivals meet, it 
was a hard-fought, high-scoring affair, not 
lacking in passion and commitment, and the 
Welsh camp will relish the improved display - 
though a high penalty count (on both sides) 
will be a cause for concern - as will Wales’ 


continuing set-piece problems. 

However, they now have an extra week to 
prepare for the next match in Paris on 
Saturday, February 28, against a French team 
that is yet to fire, but has a formidable pack 
who will be out to exploit any weaknesses up 
front. 

That should be warning enough for Wales to 
get this aspect of their act together! 



Welsh outside half Dan Biggar claims the ball, 
but is propelled high into the air in an incident 
that underlines the urgent need for a tightening 
of the laws concerning aerial challenges. 
































